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JOHN 6. 45. 


).. Every man therefore that bath 
beard and hath learned of the 
Father, cometh unto me. 


| Here are divers lets \ JI 
and impediments I 
| which hinder poor 
Chriſtians from co- 
a ming. unto Chriſt 

all which I deſire to 

reduce to theſe following Heads. 

Firſt, Such.hinderances as really 


_ 


Keep men from coming to.take hold 
A 2 


| -2 ' The poor doubting Chriſtian 
> of Chriſt at all, which are bricfly 
| thele. 
$ars 7 1x, Blind careleſneſs, or preſum- 


a ES ptuous Security, whereby mcn con- 
« Fder Tok themſelves with their preſent 
h een from condition, preſuming all 1s wcll 
q Fray with them, when there is no ſuch 
j © :- rmMakttfer- | 
32 2. Being convinced of this, they 
= bethink how to ſave themſelves by 
their own ſirength, and thereupon 
| ſet upon a reformation of life, think-? 
ing fo make God amends by refor- 
ming ſome fins which they hear 
| themſelves reproved of by the Mi- 
nilters. 

3+ The ſinner being convinced of 
his utter inability to pleaſe God in 
himſclt, at length gets up a ſtair 
higher, and ſees all his performan- 
ces, and prayers, and duties to be of - 
no power an themſelves, but that he 
muli leave all, and cleave only un: 
to.Chriſt by Faith; and this he thinks 
he can do well enough, and ſo thrulls 
hica(clf upon Chriſt, thinking all che 


work is then done, and no more to 


_ looked after, 
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4+ If he fees this fails him too, 
then he goes yet further, and confel+ 
{eth he cannot come to Chriſt , gx> 
cept Chriſt give him his hand, and 
help hzm up 3 therefore now he will 
attend upon the Ordinances, and la- 
bour and beſtir himſelf hard in the 
ule of all good means, conceiving, 
thereby to hammer out at laſt a faith 
of his own to make him happy. And 
here he reſts, hanging as it were up- 


on the outſide of the Ark fo long, till 


at laſt the waves and winds growmg 


herce and violent, he is beaten off, . 


and ſo links for ever. 


 Bcfides theſe, there are other kinds 
of hinderances which do not indeed 


deprive a man of title and intercft 


to cternal happineſs, but make the 
way tedious and uncomfortable, fo 
that he cannot come to Chriſt fo 


readily. as he delires and longs to do. . 


the. ground whereof is this : When 
men, out of carnal reaſon, contrive 
another way to come unto Chrilt 
than ever he ordaincd or revealed; 


when we ſet up our ſtandards by Gods 


lzndird, or our threſholds by bis, 
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Ezek. 43 «be and out of our Own ima- 
gination, make another tiate of be- 
lieging thari ever Chriſt required or 
ordained. No marvel that we come 
ſhort of him : For thus we put rubs, 
and make bars in our way : we ma- 
nacle our hands, and fettcr our fect, 
and then ſay, that we cannot take, 
nor go : Thus it 15 with you poor 

Chriltians, and the fault is your own, 

* =: hin. 2 amongſt many, there be three. 
#'®* tcrances Hlinderances which are chiefly to be 
{1;*" which obſerved, by which many gracious 
{peep men hearts are marvelouſly hindered 
from coming to, and from receiving 
that comfort from Chriſt which they 
"might, and he is willing to impart 
unto them. 

' Fuſt, The diſtreſſed Soul, being 
(haply) truly humbled, takes notice 
of the beauty of holineſs, and the 
Image of God ftampt upon the 
hearts of his Children , and of all 
thoſe precious promiſes which God 
hath made to all that are his; now 
| the Saul ſeeing theſe, . begins thus to 
reaſon with it telf,7 and faith , Surely 

If.1 were fo holy and ſo gracious, 
ASS then 
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then I might have hope tO ondidth 
the pardon of my fins : or were my 
heart fo enlarged fo dutieh and could 
my heart be to carried with power 
againſt my corruptions, to maſter 
them, thcn there were ſome hope : 
But when I have no power againſt 
fin, nor auy heart to {eek fo impor- 
tunately for a Chritt, how dare I 
think that any mercy belongs to me, 
having ſo many wants ? Thus they 
dare not come to the promiſe, and 
they will not venture upon it, becauſe 
they have not that enlargement to 
duties, and that .power againſt cor- 
ruption which ſometimes the Saints 
of God have. 

But we muſt know, this doth not. 
| hinder; and that we make that a 
hinderance, which, in tyuth, 1s none. 
For (obſerve it) we muſt not think - 
to bring our enlargements and hope 
to the promiſe, but go to the pro- 
miſe for them : Hope muſt be ftir- 
red, and Delire quickned, and Love 
and Joy kindled by the promiſe. But 
who made this condition of the Co- 
venant, That a man mufi have (0 
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. 1 do not preſume, and how ſhall 1 


—— 


much of enlargement, before he can 
come to the promiſe ? Our Saviour 
being our Husband, requires no por- 
tion with us, nor ever lookt after 
any : All that he looks for is meer 
poverty and «mptineſs. If thou haſt 
nothing, yet he will have thee with 
thy nothing provided that thou 


- wilt have him. Therefore it is thus 


written; The rich he ſend3 empty 
away} but the poor he ſatisfies, and 
the thirſty he refreſhes with good 
and fo, as that there is nothing xc- 
quired. on our fide but to receive him 
as a Husband: For, Buy without 
money is the Text. You mult not 
come and think to buy a Husband: 


_ the Lord looks for no power or ſuf- 


ticiency from you, of your ſelves; 
Nor of your ſelves any power againſt 
£0rruption, or enlargement to du- 
ties: If you will be content that 
Chriſt ſhall take all from you, and 
diſpoſe of you and all; then, take a 
Saviour, and then you have him. 

But the poor.ſoul ith, If I go thus 
boodwinkd, bow ſhall 1 know that 


know 
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drawn unto Chriſt. 


know that I have a true title to the 
Promiſe ? 


Seem 
had 
A 4 

mT 
© WF? 


L anſwer : There is no better ar- Anſw. 


gument in the world to prove that 
thou haſt an intereſt in Chriſt, than 
this, which is thy taking of the Loxd 
Chriſt as a Saviour wholly, and as an 
Husband only, John 1. 12+ As many 
as received bim, to them be gave 
power to be the Sons of God, even to 


them that believe on his Name. He. 


doth not ſay, To as many as had ſuch 
enlargement to duties, and ſuch pow- 
er again corruption 3 but if thou 
wilt take Chriſt upon thoſe terms on 


which he offers himſelf, there is no- 


better argument under Heaven than 
that, to prove that thou haſta title 
to the promiſe. Indeed, there. is a de- 
ſperate deſpair that often ſcizeth up- 
on the heats of diſtreſſed ſinners 


Therefore in the ſecond place, as -,, 


the ſinner looks upon the exccllency 


of Chriſt, and of Grace, and upon: 


his own inſufficiency withal , which 


iakes him that he will not venture: 
- upon the promiſe 3 fo he looks too - 


akogether . upon his own ſinfulneſs - 
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that T have any intereſt in Chit? 


ed 


and- worthleſac(s, and therefore dare 
not venture upon itz he views the 
number of his {ins {o many and vile, 


ind the countenance of them fo 


long, anddurable 3 and he fſecth the 


| floods of abominations coming in (6 


arnain upon his Soul, and Satan to 
boot, (who helps him forward in all 
this;) therefore he dares not make 
out unto Chriſt. But this 15 the poht- 
cy of the Devil, who (it he can) will 
make a man to fee fin thorow his 
own Specacle 5,0r not to fee it at 
allz and then to ſay, There is mercy 


'envugh in a Saviour, and .therefore 


I miy live as 1 hit. But when the 
ſinner will needs fee his fin, then he 
will let him (ce nothing but fin; and 
this, to the end that” he may deſpair 


"'for ever. 


"Now here the poor finner is ata 
fagd, and can go no further ; for tell 
' Him of the ntercy of God, and of the 
Plenteous redemption in Chritt, and 


of the. riches of the freenels of Gods 
: grace : What(faith he) ſhould 1 think 


t there is any mercy for me, and 


that 
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drawn unto Chriſt. | * | 
that were range. And thus the Soul — ©, | 
is always poring, and always too 
much faſtned and fetled upon his 
corruption, ever fliirring the fore 
without ever going to the Phyſician. 
Where note, that a man is as well 
kept from looking to Chriſt by de- 
ſpair, as by preſumption. Before 
he ſees his fin, he thinks his conditi- 
on 15 good, and that he hath a (ufh- 
crency of his own, and needs not go >4 
to Chtiſt ; and when he fees his fin, | 
then he beholds ſo much vilenefs 1n 
himſelf, and in it, that he dares not . 
£0 to Chriſt, leſt when he comes be- 
tore him, he fend him down to that 
ever-burning Jake of hre and brrn-+ 
fione. Herein the Devil is very {ub+ 
tilez but this doth not hinder our 
title to Chriſt; neither ought it to _- 
diſcourage us from laying hold of 
Salvation. 

For firſt, (obſerve it,) For whom - 
did Chriſt come into the world; and---- 
for whom did he dyc'when he'"wi's 
come? Was it for the Righteous ? 
ſuch needed him not : It was for the 
poor fixner that judges himfelf,. that. | « 
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' condemns himſelf, and that h e can- 


not fave himſelf. Pal faith, Chriſt 
Teſus came into the World to ſave 
ſinners , of whom I am the chief: 
and Zech. 13+ 1+ There is a Fountain 
opened for fin. and for uncleanneſr, 
that is, tor all ſorts of ſins, and kind 
of ſinners3 be their 1niquities never 
ſp great, and never fo vile, there is. | 
a Folintain ſet open for them 3 come 
who will. There was never any ſaved 
that was not a Rebel firſt; nor any 
received to mercy, that fiſt oppoſed 
not the mercies of God, and his 
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43+» 24, 25+ Thou baſt made me ſerve 
with thy ſins, and wearied me with 
thine iniquities, yet Iam he that blot- 
teth out thy tranſgreſſions for my 
Names ſake. When the Jews did 
tire God with their. dilicmpered 
manners, and burdened him with 
their finful courſes, then the Lord 
for his own Names ſake would not 
ſo much as remember their iniquities 
againlt them. 

Again obſerve, That fins, though 
they be never ſo hainous of them- 
ſelves, yet if the ſoul can ſee them, 
and the. heart be burdened with 
them, they are fo far from hindering 
the work of Faith, and from making 
thee uncapable of mercy, that they 
fit thee the. rather to go to Chriſt. . -: 
The-truth is (which 1 pray you take 
notice of, 3 it 15 not properly our | 
unworthineſs, but our- pride and. ..” 
baughtineſs that hinders us- from 1 
coming to Chriſt; for we would 
have ſomething from our ſelves, and 
Bot all from him. But to the diſtre(- 
fed ſoul, that ſees the vileneſ(s of his. 
ligs 3 1 fay:, Suppoſe . thy ſins were 

fewer, 
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I fewer; yet upon ſuch a Suppoſe, - 
chou wouldit not go to Chriſt, as 
perſwaded of the freenels of his _ 
Grace ; but becauſe thy ſins are not .. 
many , and upon conceit that thou 
haft a worthineſs in thy ſelf, and 
wouldft bring ſomething to Chriſt, 
and not receive all from him 3 there- 
fore thou keepeſt back. And is it 
$ riot plain (then) that it is thy pride, 
b and thy (clf-conceitedneſs that hin- 
. dets thee? Thou muſt have thus 
much grace and holineſs; and Chriſt 
muſt not juſtifie the ungodly , but 
the'godly man. But I tell thee, that, 
upon ſuch terms, he will never juſti- 
tie thee or any man while the world 
ſtands. 
* © Bat the ſoul replies again 3 My fins 
are wirſe tbanſo, not only becauſe they 
are Many, but becauſe* of the mercy 
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kindnels of the Lord, yet the Lord 
will not caft thee away, if thou wilt 
come and ſeek him earncily again 
and again 3 For the iniquity of bis / 
covetonſneſs I was wroth (faith God) xc, cop; - 
and T [mote him \, Thid my ſcIf, and be 18. 
went on frowardly in the way of bis 
own heart. If this could have hin- 
drid, f#diþ ſhould never have re- 
ccived mercy : but the Text (aith, I 
have leen his ways, and will heal 
him 3 Thos haſt play'd the harlot with 
many Lovers, yet turn again to me, 
ſaith the Lord. So then, there 15 no 
time palt, if a man have but a heart 
foreturn. There is no limication of 
the riches of Gods free grace, except 
| the {mn againſt the holy Ghoft 3 there- 
fore ſaith Chriſt, Rev. 3. 20+. I ftaid 
at the door aud knock; Though he 
cry till he be hoarſe; and ſtand till he 
be weary, yet he ſtands till: if any 
adulterous or deceitful wretch will 
open, the Lord will come in, and 
\ bring ſtore of comfort to him, and 
{up with him. EO | 
Oh, all that is true, ſaith the poor ObjefÞ-  . | 
{oul, had I but a heart to mourn for 
my. . i 
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my baſenels. See my fins I do, but | 
this is my miſery, I cannot be bur. 
dened with them 3 1 have a heart that 
cannot break and mourn for diſho.. 
nouring of God, and offending him 
ſo many. ways» _ But I ſay, 
Anſw. This hurts not neitherz provided 
that thy heart be weary of it ſelf, be- 
cauſe it cannot be weary of fin. The. 
Lord ſhewerh mercy , becauſe be wil 
by | > ſhew mercy. It is not becauſe thou 
'}  canſi pleaſe him, but becauſe mercy 
pleaſeth him, When did the. Lord 
ſhew mercy to Pa#l?-I lay, When? 
but even when Paul did exprels 
moſt malice againſt him ? Saul, Saul, 
why perſecuteſt thow me? He perle- 
cutes Chriſt , and yet Chriſt pities 
him, and ſhews him mercy: and fo 
 thechutliſh Faylor,when he was molt 
oppolite againlt the means of grace, 
the Lord even then ſhewed mot 
compaſſion upon him. He that (be: 
fore) refifted the means of grace, Was 
now brought home by thoſe means 
that before he reliſted. 
But wo- to me ( faith the poot 
Soul) 'you are. now. come to the 


quick; 
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quick : this very word 1s likea Mil- 
tione about my neck, and I in the 
Sea, ready to be ſunk for ever. This 
15 the depth of that baſeneſs that lics 
on me, even this, That all the means 
can do no better upon me. Why ? 
what though Paul and the Jaylor 
were bad enough, fo bad as you lay ? 
Yet they were made better by the 
means: but this is my hopeleſs 
condition, That the means of grace 
prevailnothing on me. Oh, is there 
ſuch a heart in Hell as I have? for 
how bad muſt it needs be, when all 
the means in the world can do it no 
more good! and now, methinks, I 
fecl my heart more hard and inexo- 
rable under all Gods Ordinances, 
than when at firſt I believed. My 
condition therefore is (moſt certain- 


ly) hopeleſs, ſeeing the means that 


ſhould ſoften me, do but harden me, 
and make me wore. 


This is the laſt plea whereby the Ay: 


Dcvil keeps in, and poſleſleth the 
heart of a poor heartleſs ſinner. But 


| Tet mie anfwer theez and for anſwer 


Liay : This hurts not neither : for 
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here at leaſt-thou maiſt have hope of 
' mercy? And here obſerve thele three 
- things by way of an{wer 3 and know 

that, 2 
Firſt, The Word and means of 
grace do work good, if they make 
thee more {enſible of thy hardneſs 
and deadneſs, though haply- they 
work not chat good, and atter that 
manner:that thou deſireſt ; yet if they 
make thee to ſee thy baſeneſs, thy 
hardnc(s. of heart-, and dulneſs- of 
ſpirit, in xegard of that body of death 
which: hangs upon thee, then the 
Word and They work in the beſt 
manner 3 - becauſe-it is after Gods 
Manner, howlſoever not after thine, 
That Phyſick works moſt kindly, 
that makes the party ſick before it 
works: ſoit is-with the Word : be: 
fore, thou hadti a proud heart, and 
didſt therefore lift up thy ſelf in 
thine own abilities, and didſt tru 
in thine own firength, and thou 
thoughtſt that thy care, and the im 
provement of the means, would 
work wonders :- But now the Wot 
works ſweetly, when it makes the 
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apprehenfive, that a wounded {oul is 
the gift of God, not of man, nor of 
the means3 when it makes thee look 
op to God for it, and to prize it 
when thou haſt itz and to wait upon 
God with thy daily Prayers, till to 
continue it ſo. To feel deadnelſs, is 
life and to feel hardnifs, is foftneſs 
only remember this one Caution 
Except there be {ome luſt or diftem- 
per that thy heart hankers after (for 
then the word will harden thee, be- 
cauſe thou hardeneft thy ſelf ) that 
one I fay excepted, thou art in a 
good way. 

Secondly , (mark this, I beſeech 
you) Thou art the cauſe why thy 
heart is not foftned, and why the 
Word works not upon thy foul : the 
diſtemper of thine own heart, hin- 
ders the working of the Word, and 
dilpenfation of Gods Providence, 
and the tenour of the Covenant of 
Grace. Thou thinke(i to limit the 
holy One of Iſracl; but that may not 
be : for, his Covenant is a Covenant 
of Grace and the Lord {who is free) 
will not ſtand bcut to thy bow, or 


give. 
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give thee grace when thou wilt z for, 
it is not for us to know the times aud 
wait for G,ſops. What if the Lord will not 
mercy. give. thee grace this year, nor the 
next,nor all thy life? if at the laſt gaſp 
hewill drop ina little of his favour, it 
is more than he ows thee. Therefore 
hear to day, and wait to morrow, 
and continue in ſo doing, becauſe 
thou knoweſt not when God may 
bleſs his own Ordinances. Complain 
not of delays, but wait, for God hath 
waited for you long and therefore 
if he make you wait for peace of con- 
ſcience, and aſſurance of his love, he 
deals but equally with yau, and as 
ſhall be. beſt with you. God give 
what,. and when, and how he will, 
therefore wait for it. © 

- Thirdly, Know and conſider, that 
_ thou haſt reſted upon thine own du- 

ties and endeavours, and ſo dock not 
go-to God, that bleſſeth both the 
means, and all the endeavours of his 
this way. The fault therefore is 
thine own, (I ſay) thine own,becauſe 
thou refieſt in thine own perform: 
ances, and in the power of the 


means 
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means that thou apprehendeſt, and 
dcelt not go to God, that would 
have wrought more than all they 
can: for, did a man depend upon 
Gods power and mercy in his Or- 
dinances, he ſhould always find 
{ome proportionable ſuccour , as 
well when he finds no ſucceſs, as 
when he finds any, God ſometimes 
gives, and ſometimes delays to 
give: but Gods love is as conſiant - 


when he gives not, as when he gives. 
Therefore labour to quit all carnal 


confidence in holy duties. Refi not 
in thine own performances, but look 
beyond all duties, to God, and defire 
him to give thee the ſucceſs above 
them. | | 

Watch how thy Soul behaves it 
{clt after the naked diſcharge of a_ 
duty : all quiet and calm, notwith- 
ftanding he lives in a daily courſe 
and prattice of fin; fo that he prays 


_ and lyes ,'faſts and cozens, and yet 


this makes all whole: I tell you, it 
15 an undoubted argument, that the 
{oul did place a carnal confidence in 
nis own performances, and as yet 
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never attained to a Lord Chriſt in 
oh duty : For he that ſeeks a Saviour 
in his dufics, and reſis not in lelf-per. 
formances , this man brings a Sayi- 
our, a Chriſt into his foul. And matk 
what follows ; Chrilt brings pardon- 
ing vertue and purging vertue with 
him, and gives him more power a- 
gainſt cortuptions , and more ſuſpici. 
on over his 'own foul than ever he 
had before :.ſo that the foul begin 
to quarrel with it ſelf, and lies down 
.with ſhame, and ſays; What ſhall 
think of my praying and hearing! 
- where is the vertue and power of it! 
Did ever Chriſt hear my prayers, a 
come into my ſoul by his Ordinar: 
ces? Where is the purging ver 
tue, then, to clear me of my (ins! 
- Where is the purifying vertue (© 
cleanſe me of my corruptions? Thi 
5a ground of a gracious heart, tha 
* Placeth not any confidence in hob 
duties, but on'y in the Lord Chriſt. 
Do not content your ſelves in th 
that you ſee a need of a Saviour, þ 
cauſe your minds are enlightns 
thercin, and your xcaſon perſwads 
| thered 
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thereof, when 1n the mean time you 
place a kind of confidence in the du- 
ty performed and ſervice diſcharged, 
and think thereby to bring Chuſt 
at your beck, and you in the mean 
while do what you pleaſe; this is a 
wonderful. cunning craft of Satan. 
This I ſay then: A man may fee a 
need of a Saviour z but do not quiet 
thy foul, becauſe thou Kknowelt it 
mult be fo , and becauſe thou fndeſi 
by experience thou canlt not help 
thy f(clt, che guilt of fin (till ſticks 
upon thee, and therefore a Saviour 
now muſt help thee: I ſay, content 
not thy (elf with the meer notion of 
It, tO ay, I ſee 1t.fhould be (o, and it 
mult be fo, and rctt thy (clt conten- 
ted in the performances of ſervices, 
and think to bring a Saviour at thy 
beck, to do what thou wilt for thy 
ſoul; this 1s a flight that Satan has 
pinn'd to thy foul. Many think to 
have a foveraign authority over 
Chiilt , when they have performed 
duties : fo that he does not-ule the 
means to be led to Chriſt, but he 
takes up his duties to be commanders 
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own: performances. 


of Chriſt, and that he may diſpoſe of 
Chriſt for his own turn 3 ſo that he 


' makes Chriſt an abetter of his own 


wickegnels , not a {ubduer of his 
corruptions. This is a marvellous 
deceit, when men reſt in their own 


abilities, and ſo abuſe Chriſt. And 


this will appear. in theſe particu- 


lars. | 
Firſt, Watch how thy heart is in 


the performance of duty. Doth thy 


prayer, and hearing, and performing 


of ſervices, make thee venturous and 
fool-hardy to meddle with corrupti- 


-ons? then its a certain ground thou 


placeſt carnal confidence in thine 
As for exam: 
plez It a Profcflor ſhould ſay, What 


:1f Ido now and then fin? and what 


if Ido now and then pilfer, and ul 
falle weights and meaſures? Vle but 


pray {o much the more, and fall {6 


much the oftner : will not my Cor 


 : ſcience. then be ſatisfied ? It ſhall k 


ſatisfied; I will command it : 1 wil 
put -1n bail for my fin, and pra 
againſi it. Now I beſecch you ob 
lerve it; this praying and periort 

10 
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10g of duties, 15 meerly to command 
a Saviour to give allowance to fin, 
that ſo he may commit it freely. As 
who would ſay, I have authority 0- 
ver my Saviour, and he ſhall pardon 
my fin, and give me allowance to 
commit fin. O the wretched villany 
that is in this man's heart ! Feartul is 
thy cliate, whoſocver thou art, that 
makeſt thy performances an abettor 
| of thydiltempers : ſo that thou doe 
> thy duties not to convey Chrilt, that 
| he may help thee to prevent fin, but 
* that Chrift may cake off the venome 
and indignation of fin, that fo thou 
may'li commit wickedneſs with- = 
out either ſuſpicion or further diſtra- # 
a Con. 
Many a man makes his ſervices 
ik his Saviours. For, he makes them 
the bottom to bear up his Conſci- 
{0 ence; the ground whereof is this. 
&Y Haply he finds and feels by woful 
tk experience , what the fruits of fin 
are. He ſees the venom of his cor- 
ruptions, and the lamentable eflets 
of all his tinful praQtices. He thought 
it befoxea fine thing to (wear, and 
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ye, and drink, and follow baſe com. 
pany 3 but now thcy are gravel to his 
heart, and gall to his foul. His con. 
ſcience fleeth in his face, and he i; 
ready to fink down to Hell under the 
burden of his miſorder*d life. Con- 
ſcience ſaith, Theſe be thy fins, and 
theſe will be thy damnation: they 
have been thy delight, but they wil 
prove thy ſhame and confulion i, 
the end; and ſhortly thou fhalt find 
the ſmart of them: To Hell therefors, 
| be packing; and gone. | 
Now this man hath no other cur t: 
for his Conſcience in ſuch a caſe, bu h 
thisz He intreats Conlcience to It. v 
quiet. He confefleth he hath live © 
in baſe courſes, and his conditionts 1 
be very miſerable; but now he wil © 
xcform all. He hath negl«&ed Pray Þ 
| heretofore, but now he will pray : h 
hath hated God*s ſervants, but no V 
He will love them ; his ways hat 2 
been exceeding evil, hut now he wi 
 refoim them, and now he will tur d 
vera new leaf. This he faith, av S 
Mis (he thinks)-4vill ſerve che tun * 
And thug Many poor Souls uſe « ( 
med 
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means as Mediators, and fo fall ſhort 
of Chriſt. Buta gracious heart doh 
not only pray, and hear, and recezve, 
and uſe all poflible means to obtain 
Chriſt, bur 15 reſtleſs and unſatisfied 
till he enjoy and poſic(s Chriſt in the 
means. He reſts not upon the bare 
performance of any duty , neither 
thinks by vertue of any ſuch his en- 
deavours to get into Chriſt. 
| I will expreſs this particular 
more fully. in this manner. A rich 
Uſurer that is tick of ſome diſcaſez 
e tell him fuch a Phyſician can cure 
t him, but he ſands upon liate, and 
z will not come without a great decal 
4 of charge. Charge (ſaith he) I do 
g not ſtand upon that; I have money 
j enough by me, enough to fetch him 
& Þither. Such a man now placeth all 
hk his confidence in his money. So 
y when the ſoul ſees the guilt of fin is 
1x not removed, and that Conſcie:xce is 
jj till ſnarling, and that (the Law con- 
ag demning him ) Chrilt is the oaly 
zu O3viour, and he only that can fatisfic 
W and cure all. But now, How ſhall 
4 Chriſt be procured? Why? His 
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prayer, and faſting, and performancy . 

may command fo. much, and thath 
the power and merit of the -waj « 
done. The voice of a Pharilce, ax þ 


-proptr” language - of a Papiſi. By t 


what promile is chere for it? Within « 


' book none. Bur thus fools reſtq \ 


their own performances, and fofi t 
ſhort of Chritt and Salvation. r 

But ob (faith a poor ſinner) fa a 
would I go out of my ſelf. I ſeend 
well nowthat I bave reſted, and don p 
upon duties done but I cannot dat 
my ſelf as I would... 
{4 anſwer, .It 1s Satans ſubtikt 
to kcep us in our fclves, by cndal, 
vouring thus to make us go outtl 
our {clves. .For by our own tirengt{: 
| he would have us to do it; andpeF 
{wades us we may. But this it 
marvellous deepneſs of his, whe 
in he ſhews both malice and ap 
INg 1n-the ſuperlative. For herelf 
makes us believe (and we out of 19 
Norance are per{waded as he woll* 
have us) that we have the fiatf'P 
our own-hands that is, the power' 
.&&t out of our ſelycs. But is i 


arawn uvto Chriſt. 
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| Oh no, it 1s a fupcrnatural work 
| tobe (o quit of our ſelves. The ſame 
| hand mult bring us out of our (elves, 
| that muſt bring us to Chriſt ; and - 
t this 15 Self denyal : and Self denyal is, _ rene 
a When the foul knoweth it hath no- th ſs 
I thing, and therefore is ſo over-pow- 
red with the mighty hand of God, 
4 and the work of his Spirit, that ir 
1 doth not ſo mach as expect any 
1 power or ability from it (elf, or from 
ia the creature, in the doing of any 
good : Forit knows it 1s dead, and 
ik therefore cannot help it (elf, much 
jale(s can the creature do it any good. 
tiIt therefore looks up to Heaven, and | 
ſeeks allluſficiency from God alone. 
peFor (obſerve it) whiles I thus think 
5 that I have ability to g0 out of my 
xaſclf; do I not then (iy, that I have a 
cyprinciple within me to: deny my 
re {elf ?- But it is not (o5 rather it 3 
f zquite contrary : for to deny a man's. 
atclt, is to know that he hath no - 
f:/power in himfelt co do any (ſpiritual 
xe duty : therefore we mult look only 
eto the voice that calleth us, the voice 
(of Chrilt, and 'know- that he- that ' 
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calls us from the ways of darknek 
and out of our ſelves, mult and wil 
bring us out. Therefore cxpiQt op 


ly power from Chit to pluck the 


out 'of thy (clf, and to make thee; 
Believer 3 for the ſamie hand muſt & 
both, or it will never be. 

I would not have a poor cre 
ture think thus with himlclt : It thi 
means, and theſe Ordinances will d 
me no good, nor work upon m 
heart, 1 ſhall never have comfort 
but ſpeak thus unto God, and ſq 
In truth, Lord, I expe& no powe 
from my fclf, nor from the means 
but my ref{olution is, to look upt 


* him that hath hid his face yet fr 
his poor ſervant. IT will not lov” 


any lower, as here. within my ſclt, fo 
any.ſuch power : No, Lord, butt 
the bigheſt in power and gifts. No 
will 1 look to the Miniſter, or totk 
means, but I will wait upon thee(l 
Lord) and look up to thy power,l 
work by thine own means. KR 
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walketh in darkneſt; and bath no light 


of comfort, let him truſt in the Name 


_ of the Lord, and ſtay himſelf upon bis 


God. Then when all other things in 
the world fail, let the ſoul lookup to: 
the Lord, and get away from it ſelf. 
Fot then is the fitteſt time of all to 
meet with God. IT would have a 
Chriſtian chuſe this time above: all 
times, the fitteſt wherein to meet his 
Saviour,and to diſappoint Satan : for 
as I faid, it 15 the laſt refuge that the 
Devil hath : and if he mils of this, his 
force is gone for ever. - For other- 
wiſc the fioner, partly (ceing. the. 
beauty ot grace, will not 3 and part- 
ly {ecing the baſenels of his own 
heart, will not dare to come to: 
Chriſt. 

But the next complaint, in the Objed«- 
next place, is want of {enſe and feel- . 
ng, fuch as a Chriſtian muſt have, 
and finds not. Therefore the di-_ 
fircſied foul faith, Alas, I never 
kuew what it was to bave the afſi- 
rance of Gods love T never reteived 
any evidence of Gods favour, and can © 
Tithen) tbink that T have Faith ? they 
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tþt believe, bave their bearts filled 
with joy nnſpeakoble and glorious ; the 
Word ſaith as much. But I am a 
ftranger to this joy bow then canl 
tbink that T bave any work, of Faith 
wrought in me £ 

I anſwer ; This doth not hinder, 
either that thou haſt not Faiih, or 
that thou may'li not come to God 

| by believing, Only remember thelc 
three particulars. 

Firſt, Thou muſt not think to have 
this joy and refreſhing before thou 
goeſt ts the promiſe 3 thou muſt look 
for it when thou haſt chewed and 
fed upon it : or wouldeſt thou have 
theLord give thee the whole bargain 
at once, and before the match be 
made? This joy is a fruit that pro: 


lingz and doth not preſently flow 
from Faith, nor ſo ſoon as cver 4 


a time; and then the heart is joyous 3 
but never filled with joy before be- 
lieving, Afterwards, and when a 
man hath had the ſwcet dew of the 
promniſcs dropping upon him 3 but 


ceeds from faith after much wrelt- 


Chriſtian begins to belicve, but after 


many. 
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many a day after, let him look tor * 
this Joy. 

Secondly, Know that theſe joys, . 
and this ſenſc and feeling may bz ab- 
ſent from Faith. For a man may 
have a good Faith, and yet want the 
reliſh and ſweetnels which be Tongs 
after. One may want what he delires, 
and yet want ncither lite nor beat. A-- 
tree may want: leaves and fruit, and - 
yet want neither fap nor moiliure ; 
and a mans Faith may be fomewhat -- 
ſtrong, when his tceling is nothing, - 
at all. - David was julithed and ſan- 
Qihed, and yet wantcd this joy. And -: 
Fob traſted upon God when he had -- 
but little teeling 3 as when he faith, 
Thou makeſt me a Bntt to ſhout at 5 ©: 
yet I will truſt in thee though thou kill - 
me. Therctore build not your com- 
fort upon ſenſe and feeling, which is 
to build upon the {and but go to - 
the promile, as to the rock for it. 

But byw comes tris difire aftcy 
Cbrift | 

I anſwer: There is no more but 
two affcCtions in the ſoul, God intt- 
nitcly wiſe having ſo framed it 3 and 

BW theſe. -- 
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theſe twoare Hope and Delire. The 
Underſtanding ſays, Such a thing is 
profitable and comfortable it T* had. © 
it ; then Hope is ſent out to wait for, © 
that goodnels : and if it comes not, 
then deſire is ſent out to meet that * 
goodneſs: Hope ſtands and waits. 
tor it ; but Dcfire wanders up and. 
down ſecking and enquiring aftera. - 
Lord ]c{us, and. goes from coalt to, 
coali, from Eaſt to Weſtz Oh that 
LIcould, O that I might, and When. 
(halll? - And how may 1 come to the 
ſpeech of a Lord Chrilt ? As it was 
with the Spouſe in Cant. when her. 
B:loved was gone, ſhe wandred up . 
and down ſeeking of him,and enqui- 
ring of the watchmen it they did not- 
{a him her foul loved 3 ſo wanders. 
from this thing to that thing, from. 
tis place to that place, and never . 
cealcth to ſee if ſhe can gain notice 
of, Chriſt, It gocs to Prayer, to fee if. 
that will entreat a Chriit 4 1f-£0ecs oO. - 
{ _ the Word, to {cif that will reveal a _ | 
' Chriſt : it goes to.conference, to fee if | 
Ma he can hear of Chriſt there : then it | 
| « cQmes to the Congregation, and to . ! 
1 | the. 
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the Sacrament, to ſee if it can hear + 


of any news of a Lord Chriſt, and 
of mercy. 


The foul thus continues wandring, . 


and ſccking fill at laſt the Lord Chr i'r 


comes into the ſoul, when the fout - 
hath thus hungrcd &. longed tor him. - 
At length the Lord Chriſt is plca- 


{cd to ſhew himſelf in view : Bebold, 
thy King cometh : lo the Lord lays, 


Bebold the Lamb of God that takes a- 

way thy fins. O thou -poor broken - 
hearted finner, here is thy Saviour 5 + 
he is come down from Heaven -to + 


{peak peace to thy ſoul in the pardon 


of thy ſins. Thou that hungrelt for a - 
Chriſt, here he 1s, to fatisfic: thee«: - 
Thou that thirſteſt after Chiiſt;here 
he is, to refreſh thee. Thou that haſt-- 
long ſought him, he ſaith, Here1 am, 


and all my merits are thine. - 


Now when the Lord Jefus is plea--- 
ſed to preſent himſelf to the ſoul, ©. 
now Deſire hath met with the "Fs i 

It is in this caſe with a ſinner,- 
aS it 15 With a Traytor whois purtu- 


ed, and takes a ſtrong Hold, -and is | 


there bclieged : And now he fecth no - 
hore, - 


_— 
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hope of tavour, nor no hope of & 
ſcape, therefore he is content to ſub. 
mit, and lay his head on the block, 
that he may receive puniſhment for 
his offence : now coming, to eXecu- 
tion, he hears an inkling from the 
Mcfl-nger there is yet hope he may 
be pardoned. The poor Traytor in 
the priſon with that is ſtirred up to 
hope. Nay then he hears by another 
M.ſſ:nger from the Rigg himſelf, It 
he will come to the Court, and ſeek 


unto his Majeſty , and importune his - 


Grace tor mercy and tavour, it's like 
he ſhall be pardoned. Thcn he makes 
haſte, and Dclire carries him. to the 
Court to ſue for favour from the 
Ring. So that now he will be liſten- 
Ing and cnquiring of every one there, 
Did you hear the King ſpeak nothing 


of me? How ſtands the Kings 


mind towards me? Pray how goes 
my caſe ? Then ſome tells him, The 
truth is, the King hears you are hum- 
bled, and that you are ſorry for what 
you have done; at laſt the King 


looks out of the window, and ſees 
4he pualefaRor, and ſays, Is this the | 
Tray-, 


pge— 
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Traytor ? One ſays, Yes, if it pleaſe 


your Highneſs, this is the man, that 


is humbled and pleads for mercy, and 
delires nothing fo much as favour. 
H:reupon , the King being full of 


mercy, tells him., The truth is, his - 


Pardon is a drawing, and coming 


towards. With that, his heart leaps | 
in,his belly, and his heart is enlarged - 


towards his Majclly , and he fays, 


God bleſs your Majcliy ; never was 


there ſuch a favourable Prince toſfo 
poor a Traytor. His heart leaps for 
joy . becauſe his Pardon is coming 


mo him. Haply it 15 not {calcd : 


; Now when it is fealed, and all 


ol the King calls bim 4 in, and de- 


livers it. 


So it is with a poor ſinner, heis. 


the malcfaQor. You that have com- 


mitted high Treaſon, you think not 


of it : but take heed, God will pur- 
fue you one day. Haply God lets 
you alone for the preſent, but he wall 


{urpriſc you-OnN a {udden, and Con-: 


ſcience will Aluckethee by the throat, 


and carry thee down to Hell. And: 
now the Lord purſues him with a 


heavy , 


The poor denbting Chriſti _ 
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| heavy Rroke and indignation, and. 


et flye at. his face, and ſets Conſci- 
ence a work as a Purſcvant, and that 
ſays, Theſe are thy fins, and to Hell 
thou muſt go : God hath {ent me to 
execute thy ſoul. Now the poor ſoul 


ſees he can no way eſcape from the. 


Lord, and to purchaſe any favour he 
ſces it impoſlible 3 therefore he is re- 


ſolved to lie down at Gods feet, and - 


hope. Now hope is a faculty of the 
ſoulto look out for mercy : as a. man 


that is in expeCation of the coming 


of his friend, goeth to the top cf a . 


- hill, looks round about him. to ſee if 
he can-underfiand any thing, of his 
fnend : (othe ſoul hopes and waits, 
and. fixetcheth it ſelf out for mercy. 
When will it-be, Lord ? when will 
this Pardon come? - The Sout gets 


when will it come, Lord ? - 
How does God fir up the heart 


to hope? It's worth the while to cone: 


lidet how this.is maintamid, - 


. Furſt, The Lords (w@tly ſtays the - 
it, and perſwades it that his fins - 


ood he 
Wants 


are pardonable, and that the g 


up; and ſiands as it were a tiptoe : 0 
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wants may. be. ſupplied. this is a- 


Prcat ſupport tothe Soul. Hope is 
always of a good to come. Now 
when a poor ſinner (ces his fins, the 
number of them, the nature of them, 
the vilene(s of them, the curſedne(ſs 


of his foul, that he can take noneſts. 


- hefſees no rcſt in the creature, nor in 
himſelf. Though he pray all day, yet 
he cannot.get the pardon of one fin. 
The ſoul is out of any cxp«Ctation of 


pardon, or power of mercy in any. 


thing he hath or doth : Though all 


means, all helps, though all men and | 
© Angels {ſhould joyn together , yet . 


they cannot pardon one fin of his. 


Now the Lord lifts up his voyce, and 


{ays trom Heaven, Thy {ins are par- 


donable. O the infinitenels of Gods -; 
power! - though the guilt of fin is. 


powerful to.condemn the Soul. But 


when the infinite power of the Lord - 


1s conlidered, as able to. over-power 
all his fins, this littcth up the heart in 
lame <xpcAation that the Lord will 
thew Mercy (oO a man z though it 15a 


bard thing to hop<c, when the Soul : 
is thus troyblcd : on this heart be 


bros: - 


cp _ 
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| broken ? can thele fins be pardoned ? 
can this ſoul be ſaved ? ) Now comes 1c 
in the power of God. God can par n 
don them. Never meaſure the power © 
of God by that ſhallow conceit of. t 
thine. All things arc poſſible to God, 4 
though not to men. And as it 15 ſaid. ! 
of Abraham, He hoped aboved bopc; 
he looked to the Lord that was able | 
to do what he had promiſed:he con- 
ſidered not that he had a dead | 
body , but that he had a living God | 
to hope on. . Juſtice cannot be (ofe- | 
vere to revenge thce, as mercy 1s 
gracious to do good unto thee. If 
thy.ſins be never {o many, Gods Ju- 
ſtice never ſo greatz yet Mercy is 
above all thy fins, above all thy Re- 
bcllions. This may ſupport thy ſoul. 

So there you have the firſt ground 
fo ſtir vp Hope; Thy fins are par- 
donable. There is more power in 
God to ſhew mercy to thee, than 
power in fin to. deſtroy thee. The 
Lord Jcfus Chriſt came to ſcck and- 
tO ſave that which was loſt, it was 
the ſcope of his coming. Now ſaith 
the. broken and humble {inner, 1 am 

loſt, 


— — 


— 


Qampmn—" 


dArawy unto Chriſt. 


loſt, Did Chrilt come to fave ſin- 
ners ? then Chrilt mult tail of his cnd, 
or I of my comtort. God (ays, Come 
to me all that are weary and heavy la- 
den Tam weary: unleſs the Lord 
intended good to me, Why did he 
invite me, and bid me come ? Surely 
he means to ſhew mercy to me. 

O take heed of Deſpair. Queſtion 
thy eſtate thou mayeli, thou muſt 3 
but to caſt away all hope, is very hai- 
nous in the eyes of the Lord. Caſt 
away all carnal confidence thou muſt, 
and yet thou muſt hope. Let Iſraet 
bope in the Lord, for in the Lord, &c- 
The Lord takes this very ill at our 
hands. Thou goeſt to the deep dun- 
geon of thy corruption, and there 
thou ſayeſt theſe fins can never be 
pardoned : I am till proud, and 
more ſtubborn : This diftreſs God 
{ccth not, God ſuccoureth not, his 
hand cannot reach, his mercy cannot 
ſave. Now mark what the Prophet 
faith to ſuch a perplexed Soul, Tſai. 


40+. 27+ Why ſayelt thou thy way is 


bid from the Lord ? The Lord faith, 
Why obs thou ſo? The young mas: 


ſh all. 
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FEM ſhall faint and be weary, but they th, W 
wait on the Lord ſhall renew thi q © 
ſtrength. 1s any thing too hard ta 


the Lord ? you wrong God exceed ;5 
ingly : you think it's matter of hy 6 


mility , to count your felt fo vile gy 
Can God pardon {uch a wretches ſu 


as mine? Matrk that place of th 


Pſalmiſt > they ſpake againlt the Lord, 
Canthe Lord prepare a Table in th y 


Wilderneſs? They ſpake not againk 


themlſclves, but againſt the Lord. % 7 


we fpeak againſt God, and charge 
God himſelf. It is true, (ays the ſoul, 
Manafſeb was pardoned , Paurul was 


converted, Gods Saints have been 


received to mercy : But can my fin 


be pardoned ? can my Soul be quick- 
ned? No, no, my fins -are greatet 
than can be pardoned, faith the de- 
fpairing Soul. Conlider how injurt- 
ous this 15 to God,to make the power 
of ſin greater to condemn thee : thu 
the power. of God to ſave thee: 
tO Make the power of Satan (tronget 


fo ruinate thee, than the power of 


God to relieve thee, and ſuccour thee- 


And what. can you lay more? and, 


oil 


( 


. 


—_ 


— 


1 


nm_—_— 


drawn unto Chriſt. 


—_— — 


© 
LO — 


what can you do more againlt the 


i] ord? Is not this to make God an 


w—— > 


underling to Satan, and to fin ? This 


is juſt to ſay, The Almightinels of 
God is weaker than the weaknels of 
ſfinz The ſufhcicncy of God is weak- 
er than the malice of Satan. It 1s fo 
poor humble finners many times 
will make bitter complaints this 
way 3 and they think they ſpeak a- 
gainſt themſelves. No, no, they 
ſpeak againſt the Lord. They ſpake 

apainſi the Lord, when they faid, 
Can the Lord prepare a Table in the 


Wilderneſs ? So you ſpeak in this: 


deſperate manner : Why truth, Lord, 
ths proud heart will never be hum- 
bled, it avy thing would have 
wrought, it would have been done 
ere this day. How many Sermons, 
how many Mercics, how many Judg- 
ments, how many Prayers? and yet 
this proud heart, this ſtubborn heart 
will not be reformed. You think 
you ſpeak againſt your {clves now : 


No, no, you ſpeak againfi the Lord. 


And know, this is one of the great- 
eſt ſins thou committelt, to ſay thy 


ſins 


$! 
” 
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ſivs cannot be forgiven. 


Secondly, As this tin 18 injurious 


to God, ſo it's dangerous to thy 
own Soul : It is that which takcs up 
the bridge, and cuts off ail paſſages, 
and there can no Spiritual comtort 
nor conſolation come into the Soul 
of a poor ſinner, Luke 3+ 15. Eve- 
ry ditch muſt be filled, and then all 
fiſh ſhall ſee the ſalvation of the Lord, 


What are theſe Ditches? Why no- 
thing elſe but thole deep gults and 
ditches of deſpair : and uuleſs theſe 
be filled, no man can ſee the Lord ]e- 
ſus Chriſt. The truth is,this deſpair 
of the Soul, is that which cuts the 
{linews of mans comfort , and takes 
oft the power and edge of all the 
means of grace; it daunts all a mans 
endeavours; nay, it plucks up en- 
deavours by the very roots : for that 
which a man defpairs of, he. will ne- 
ver labour after. . It's here, as witha 
man in the pangs of dzath: unto 
ſuch a man, all things arc unavaila- 


ble for his good ; his bed will not 


cale him, meat will not refrc{h him, 
chating will not revive him 3. at laſt 


WC. 


aruwn unto Chriſt. 
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we {ay He is gone, heisa dead man 
Fricnds leave him, Phylitians leave 
him : They may go and pray for him, 
and mourn for him, but they cannot 
recover him. So this deſpair of 
| foul makes a man cali off all hope, 
\ andlie down in a forlorn condition, 
expecting no good to come. Alas, 
faith the poor ſoul, what skilleth for 
a man to pray? what profiteth it a 
' man toread ? what benefit in all the 
means of Grace ? The truth of it 
is, the ſtone 15 rolled upon me, and 
my condemnation 1s fealed tor ever, 
and theretore 1 will never look after 
- Chrilt, grace and (alvation any more. 
* Lethimcome to hear the word, and 
mark how he caſisoff the benefit of 
' it. Ir was marvellous feaſonable 
- and profitable; it was the good 
' Word of God unto ſuch as have 
{hare therein : why then may not 
you expe& benefit theretrom £ No, 
faith the foul, the time of grace is 
- paſt, theday is gone. If Miniſters 
'_ would pray for him, and good peo- 
ple pray for him, he bids them fave 
their labour; for Hell is his portion, 


and 
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and his condemnation 1s (caledi,, 
Heaven. See now and conlider why _ 
deſperate danger Deſpair brings to; 
poor heart, and carries him beyou 1, 
the reach of mercy. That's a {we ,, 
paſſage of Davids Pſa!m 77-7. Wi 
the Lord caſt me off for ever? Iſai 
this is my infirmity, faith the Tex ,j 
The word jn the Original, Thisisn 
fickneſs,as who ſhould ſay, This wouk , 
be my death : What, is mercy you / 
for ever ? then my lite is gone, tha , 
is all my comfort gone, my hoy , 
gone : Therefore take heed of thi | 
t takes off the edge of all our ende | 
vours and Gods Ordinances thu | 
might do us good. 

\. Secondly, This marvcllouſly cor | 
demns that great fin of Prefumpt: 
on alin more frequent, and if ith. 
poſſible, more dangerous. The pre 
lumption of carnal hypocrices thi 
bollter themſelves up with marvd 
lous boldneſs in their courſe. It is8 
true here, and I beſeech you obſer 

. Mas they aid,S aw! þath ſlain bis the 
Jau9s, and David bis ten thouſand 
Diſpair hath ſlain his chouſands, bs 


i 
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| preſumption his ten thouſands. That 
| men may {wear, and lye, and cozen, 
and break a)l Commands, and yet 
thope to be ſaved. They hope Grace 
* will fave them, and yet refilt Grace. 
! They hope Jeſus Chriſt will ſave 
them, and yet oppole Chrift. This is 
N that which hath ſlain many thouw- 
t {:nds among us: and they are few 
k that have not ſplit upon this rock. 
» And theretore 1 ſay, This ſerves to 
K reprove the balcneſs of {uch Hypo- 
Þ crites that boaſt themſclves,and com- 
pare their hopes with the hopes of 
& the Saints. It is true, (ay they, I can- 
l not walk ſo freely, I cannot repeat a 
Sermon, I have not thoſe parts that 
0 they haves yet I hope to be ſaved as 
ft well as they. This is that which hath 
* lain ſo many thoulands of ſouls that 
Me are now roaring, in Hell; and they 
W may thank preſumption for it. 
Now this Hope is not the Hope 
$* of the Saints. The Hope of the 
* Saints isa grounded hope : bat theſe 
w 'hopes hang upon ſome idle pleas and 
« fooliſh pretences, and ſome carnal 
W reaſons: But I tell you they will 
Pr fail, 


_— 
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fail, and fink into the bottomleſs pj 
ere they are aware. It is the con 
mand and counſel of Peter , Th 
every man ſhould be ready to give 
account of bis faith and bope that it; 
bim. Look to the reaſons that can 
you, and to the arguments that pe 
{wade you 3 ſee they be not ground 
leſs and fooliſh hopes. You hopet 
be ſaved, and you hope to got 
Heaven, and you hope to ſee the fac 
of God with comfort. Look abou 
Ifay 3 good hope hath good reaſon 
grounded hope grounded reaſons. 
Thirdly, The Saints of God man 
times are deprived of comfort ; n0 
becauſe God with-holds it , but be 
caule they put it from themſelvs 
and will not have it though he off 
It: as David, My ſoul refuſed com 
fort : he was asa ſullen child tha 
will not eat his milk, becauſc he ca 
not have it in the golden dith, bl 
{ometimes,and becauſe God doth not 
tor us what we would, we will havt 
nothing at all, Theſe are the mai 
hinderances, and 1 might add mt 
ny More: for carnal reaſon » 


ver 


aAramwn Into Cirijt. 


very fruittul this way, and we 
thiough our own folly, and the de- 
vils craft, arc apt to abuſe things, 
and to mike them hinderances in 
our way to happineſs eternal. I come 
now to the cures of all theſe impedi- 
ments, where, if we had the wiſdom 
and care we {hould have, we might 
break through them all to Chriſt. 
The Mcans (clpecially) are four, 
whereby we may be inwardly ltreng- 
thened againſt them all, and be at lalt 


able to overcome, and put them to 
foil for ever. 


The firſt Cure and Help is this; We gelps to 
mult not look toolong, nor pore (00 come to 
much , or unwaryantably upon our Chriſt. 


own corruptions within, fo far as 
tobe tearcd or diſheartned by them 
from coming to the richcs of Gods 
grace. For this is a ſure and cverlaſt- 


ing truth, That whatſoever ſight of 


ſ1o unfits a man for mercy, when he 
may take it, and it 1s offered, that 


light of fin is ever ſinful, though it 
have never fo fair an outfide of ſor- 
row and deep humiliation. Namely, 
as when we think, and ſay, (as often 


wWec 
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FD we do) ' Had a Soul ſo thorowh m 
humbled, and bruiſed, and ſoftened, { 

and fo forth,I could do well enough tl 

And thus the Devil keeps us in fin, b - 

-poring too long and much upon ov " 
_ {ins as thinking, thereby to get fron © 
what it is. them. But ſuch a courſe is a ſinfu © 
2 

| 


courſe. T<ll not me of forrow, an 

repentance, and humiliation z al 

that ſorrow, and humiliation,and re 
pentance, is naught that keeps a ma | 
* from receiving mercy, when therei 
need, and it is offered. See thisi 
« Abrabam : he had this promiſe, th 
he ſhould have a ſon jn his old age 
Rom And, He being not weak in Faitl 
as. '® regarded not bis old age or deal 
neſs, nor the barrenneſs of Sarah 
Womb,” but believed in bim whob: 
promiſed it. There he reſts.and ther 
he fays, be faw his body was den 
yet there was a living promiſe : an 
what though Sarah's womb W: 
barren, yet the promiſe was fruitl 
_ He knew his own deadnels and bt 
barrenncſs ; but he Good not low 
there. As Abraham therefore , [ 
We May lec our ſins, and conſider ® 
ma] 
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dAramn uirto Chriſt. 


many weakneſſes, but muſt not fo 
{:ttle upon them, or conſider of 
them as to be hindered by them from 
coming to God for mercy, which he 
freely offers us, and we ftand in need 
of : for, while the foul of a man 1s 
daily plodding upon his own miſery 
and diſltempered lite,theſe two things 
follow. 

Firſt, Stop the ſtream of Gods pro- 
miſe, and let down the fluce againſt 
it, ſothat the promiſe cannot enter 
into us. 

And Secondly, We ſet open the 
Tircam and floodgate of corruption, 
and make it to run moſt violently 
down, and to flood inupon usz and 
in the end to overwhelm us. Now 
the inconvenience ariſing hereby, is 
enough to ſlay the beſt Chriſtian in 
the world; for what can a man get 
out of his corruption #? he can have 
NO more thereof than is to be had; 
and it is in vain to look for com- 
fort where it is not to be had: all this 
and the leaſt of all this, may diſhear- 
ten us, but will never encourage us, 
Or put heart into us.Sce the humility 


&' and 


———— 
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ad wiſedom of the woman of (, 
1aaus ſhe follows Chriſt; but þ 
liGens not to her, but gives her a ſa ( 
foile, and calls her dog 3 and faith ſ 
you Gentiles are dogs; and th 

Goſpel of Grace and Salvation j 6 
the Childrens bread. Now if & b 
had only conſidered the words « 

'Chriſt, and only looked into her {e 

and her own baleneſs, ſhe hx v 
. never come to have received cithe 
mercy or comfort from him. Bu ,j 
ſhe faith, Truth Lord, lam a dg 
yet the dogs eat of the crumbs tha , 
fall from their Maſters Table. Th ;; 
was her ſure reſolution : wherett { 
there are two things which expres 
and fet forth the frame of a gracious þ 
heart; a heart that is truly wiſe tt 
attend to its own baſeneſs witl 
faith: and that is her Humility ant 
Wiſdom : as if ſhe had ſaid, Tho 
ſayclt I am a Gentile , and a Ds 
IT confeſs it ; there's. hex humility 
et though I am a Dog,1 willnot 
Out of doors, but lie under the tab* f 
for mercy; there's her wiſdo { 
And thus ſhe 3 and ſo we mull, as 


ſhoul 


ſh 


-- 5H - © 


drawn unto Chriſt. 51 


ſhould when our corruptions (as I 
aid) flood in upon us, and we ſee our 
ſelves quite loſt, and damned in our 
ſins, we muli then (ay, In truth Lord, 
Tam as bad as thy. word can make. 
' me, yet let me not flye from mercy 
| but lye at the feet of my Saviours 
| mercy, till he look upon me as once 
| upon Peter, Luke 22: 61- 
' Ttis fit, and we ought to lee our 
ſins: but ſtay we mult not too long 
| there: ſee them we muſt, but not 
| faſien on them, ſo as to ſhackle us 
| from coming to Chriſt. I have ſaid 
it, and will ſay it, That that fight of 
* fin which doth not drive a man to 
Chritt for mercy, is ever finful. La- 
| bour therefore to ſee thy fins, and 
| that thus 
| Firſt,Sce thy ſins in the Royal Law, How to 
as in the right glaſs; a glaſs that ee Ty 
will preſent them ſuch as chcy bez" 
and look not off til thou halt tcen - 
them (o. - . 


f 
| Secondly, So ſee them, as that by 
| 


, 


] 


fuch a holy gaze at them,chou may'ti 
lcean utter inſufficiency in thy {il 
to latishe for them. 

TY Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, And fo {ce thcm, that 
thou may'ſi by that fight bchold an 
abſolute neceſſity of Chriſt to ſuc. 
cour thee, and then away ſpeedily 
to him that can only help thee, and 
dwell no longer on thy fins, but 
go to the throne of Grace, where i 


- plentiful redemption , whence flue 


out pardons in abundance to remove 
that guilt that ſin hath brought up 
on thy foul; and where 1s powe 


enough to enable thee to be mo 


than conqueror over thy corruption 


| Briefly every Soul ſhould Cay thus; 


It is true Lord, my fins are manj 
and preat, for I have departed from 
thee the fountain of bliſs : But hal 
I go on, and fo further from thet, 
and perlilt in evil ? God forbid. Al 
this while 1 fpcak to broken heart 
Chriſtians. You prophane ones, yu 


have your portion already, and ſhal 


have more of it in Hell hereafter 
therefore for a while ftand you by: 
and let the Children come to the 

bread. 
' The Lord looks to bim that is of 0 
Punble and. contrite beart, and tba 
trew 


— — ——YKW_©_l 


— 


——_— 


bs 


drawn uwto Chriſt. 52 


trembleth before bim. A poor crea- 
ture cannot but obſcrve every word 
of God, and tremble at every truth , 
whoſe meditation is ſuch as this: 
Here is Salvation indeed, hut it 15 not 
mine 3 here is mercy, but lhave no 
part in ſo great mercy 3 and thus he 
ſhakes at every apprehcnlion of eve- 
ry word of God,concluding c:itainly 
that he (hall never enjoy any part of 
it. But mark what the Text (ſaith, The 
Lord looks at ſach a trembling Soul 1 
that 15, he caſts \weet intimations of 
his goodneſs and love in to him, and 
faith, Thou poor trembling ftianer 
to thee be it ſpoken, I have an eye 


towards thee in the Lord Jeſus Chritt- 
Therefore he further ſaith. 


Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,x, 40.2; þ 
ſpeak comfortably to J:ruſalem , and :.B 
cry unto ber, that her warſare 3s ac- 
compliſhed, and ber iniquity is parden- 
ed: tell Jeruſ:lem ſhe is accepted, te! 
ber what my mind is. 

And here he gocs on, and faith to 
his Minitter,ſpeak to the heart of fuch 
an humbled Penitential, and tell him 
from MEE, nay tell him from Hea- 


C.4 Ven, 
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ven. and tell him from the Lord ]cſus 
Chriſt, and trom under the hand of 
the Spirit,that his pcr{on 15 accepted, 
and his ſins are all of them dane x- 
way, and he himſelt (hined upon in 
great Mercy. 

Here Epbraim 15 the picture of 2 
Soul rruly humbled , in whoſe beha- 


' viour we may ce the buhaviour of a 


true penitent toward God,and Gods 
dealing towards him. The Text faith, 


Jer. 31, Surely I have beard Ephraim beme- 


[| 13 -28,19,20. ning himſelf there's the heart broken 


and thirſty ) thox baſt chaſtiſed me, 
and T was chaſtiſed, turn thou tc me, 
and I ſhall be terneditbou art the Lord 
my God. Surely after that I was tur- 
ned, T repented, and after that I was it- 
ftruded, Tſmote upon my thigh, Iwas 
ofhamed, yea even confounded , be- 
cauſe T did bear tbe reproach of my 
youth, Thus the ſinner, as if he ſhould 
have ſaid, Tam the wrctch that have 
{cen all the means of grace in abun- 


dant meaſure, and yet never profited 


under the hand of any.The Lord hath 
corrected me, but I would not be ta- 
med 3 and he inftructed me, but I 


would 


| — 
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would not learn.Lord turn me, Thou 
art my God), I have nothing in my 
ſelf ; Nay;now I ſee the evils which 
before 1 never perceived And I ob- 
ſerve the baſenels of my courſe, 
which bctore I conſidered not. Now 
I 'am aſhamed of my abuſe of grace 
{o plainly revealed : Iam even now 
confounded with the ſenſe of thoſe 


abominations my foul did formerly - 


take pleaſure in. This may be con- 
ceived to be the mourning of a poor 
much broken ſinner. And now mart: 


Gods anſwer : Epbraim is my Son, 


be is apleaſant Child : for ſince I ſpake 
agginſt him, T do earneſtly remember 
 bim ftill, therefore my bowels are 


troubled for bim, T will ſure bave 


mercy"upon bim. As much as to lay 


I obſerved all thoſe ſecret fighs, I 
conſidered all thoſe tears, I heard all - 


thoſe prayers, and take notice of all 
thoſe complaints, and my bowels 


even yearn towards this poor de- | 


jeted ſinner, an humble foul that 
fecks to me for mercy. Tlie 


truth is; | will embrace him with' 


my loving kindneſs. This for tte 


Gs hits 
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fixft means of help. 

Now; The ſecond means of Cure is 
this, Take heed of judging thy ciate 
by carnal realon without the rule, 
which is commonly the faſhion and 

- fault of poor dilirefled Spirits, who 
paſs feartul ſentence againſt thcm- 
ſelves upon groundleſs arguments, 
and fay,'I never found it, 1 feel no 
fuch thing, and I fear it is not fo, 
But in this we hear but carnal 
pleas, coming out of Satans forge, 
and by his help , from our felves, 
again(t our ſelves, for we judge our 

n- ſelves by them. But I ſay, Take 
18 TheDan: hcgd of this wile of Satans , and 

4 ger of make conſcience of this as much*as 

if : SP of any Other fault, as much as of 
raſbly. (wearing, ſicaling, whoring, or mur- 
derz tor this 1s as. truly fin as 


far greater fin than you imagine. 
Conſider this you humble-hearted. 
Chriſtian, for to thee ] ſpeak, There» 
fore when upon theſe grounds thou 
concludeſi_that thy caſe and cſiate is 


Many, Commandments thou offend- 
eſt. 


thoſe, though not ſo great 3 yet a 


naught ſee and conſider againſt how. 


5M wn 
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lt, Firſt, Thou diſhonoureſt God, 
and the work of his grace, by deny- 
ing that which God hath done for 
thee : allo, and ſpeakelt wnreverently 
againſt him 3 beſides, thou art a mur- 
derer, for that thou woundelt thine 
own {oul. Further, Thou robbelit thy 
ſelt of much comfort, and ſo art a 
Thief, and thou beareſt falſe witnefs. 
againſt thy felt, yea, againft Chriſt, 
and the Spirit of. Chriſt , and the 
work of grace already wrought in 
thee. Allo, thou joynelt with the de- 
vil againſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Are. 
theſe no ſins 2 
But thou wilt ſay, I ſpeak as F 
think. Yet that hindcrs not, but 
that thou beareſt falle witneſs. As. 
we lce, it a man athrin ſuch a one 1s 
a drunkard, and knows it not, this- 
man bears falſe witneſs, becauſe 
though the man be indeed a drunk- 
ard, yet 1s it more than he knows.: 
So thou ſay'it that thou haſt no- 
thing, when thou dolt but only. 
fear it, and (uſpect it, and docket not: 
feel it. I ſpeak this the rather, be- 
caule of the tinful diftemper that 
| CICCDS 
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creeps in upon the hearts of many 
broken hcarted Chrifiiansz and 
as that out of a felt-willd road of 


carnal reaſon, and a vile haunt that 
they have gotten,their hearts are per: 


{waded that they do well todo fo, 
and that they can never be well ex- 
cept they do io. 

- But they that are ſuch (mark what 
I ay) when reaſon is plain againſt 


them, and plain Scripture eviden- | 


_ . 1 
» 
hy - 


ceth the contrary, do not ſo much | 


attend what the Miniſter faith, as : 
they ſtand and invent how they may | 
anlwer the Miniſter; and ({o} put ' 


away their own mercy. Therctore 
let the fear of God fall upon every 
poor ſoul that theareth this; and let 
him know, that howſocver he hath 


taken or given leave to himtclf, or 


taken up the waſicrs, by taking up 
pleas againſt the truth yet now he 


_ Istochange the courſe, to go alide, 


.tomourn apait for his miſprifi- 
on; allo to. wonder that the Lord 
hath not , all this. while taken away 
all the comforts of his grace, andall 
the, motions of his Spirit from him: 
, The 


f 
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' Tic Prophet David prays the Lord 
| to 1urn away his eyes from beholding Pl. 119, 
' vanity. . Now if God muſt do that 337: 
* that15, turn away our <ycs that they 
ſce notz much more muſt he turn 
away our hearts that they- attend not 
on lying Vanities. We muſt attend 
God and the voice of his Spirit 3 
' butto liſten to carnal pleas-(which 
we have no warrant to.do) is to ſin 
t decply.,and to hurt our own foul both 
{ deeply and dangerouſly. No man 
| would deal with a Cheater. Carnal 
; reaſon is a Cheater, therefore we 
' (hould not heed it, unleſs we 
would reſolve to be cozened. And 
now if the danger of the {!n cannot 
' Make us to do this 3 -let the forrow 
| that will come of it, conſirain us. x 
| The Prophet faith, Bebuld, all you 1@.g0-. 1X 
that kindle a fire, aud that compaſs 
your ſelves about with the ſparkles 
tbat ye bave kindled; this ſhall you 
bare at my band, ye. ſpall lye down in 
ſorrow. Thele are the Prophct's 
words, nay, God's by him. And 
Now I will tell you what 1s meant 
by fartles, and what by fire. In oe | 
ps th 
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old Law (as ſome of you knoy) 
there was Heavenly fire kept conti. 
nually upon the Alcar of the Sandy. 
ary, (which ſhadowed out the will 
and wiſdom of God in his Word, 
and there was alſo firange fre, that 
is, divers ſparkles of mens own ima- 
ginations and conceits. Concer 
ing this, every poor Creature carries 
his Tinder-box about him, and 1 
ever kindling of it. But ſuch a hire 


doth (till. 
which are two things. Firſt, That the 
heart of man will naturally invent 


felf, and be ſciled upon thcm as upon 
| thedregs of a veflel that is at a bot- 
tom. Secondly, That the iflue that fol- 
_ Towethis fearful: For it is ſaid, Thi 

| Jhall ye bave of mine hand, ye ſhall lye 
down jn your own' ſorrow. Now 
then, when the Scriptures are clear, 
and reaſons upon it evident, yet you 
will have your own devices and 
ways Thus much I muſt «cl! you, 
Tre ſhall lye down in ſcrrow at laſt 
and you may thank your lelyes for it- 
Away 


, 


much provoked God once, and (6. 
So faith the Text; in 


carnal .reaſons and pleas again(t it 


— 
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Away then with your Tinder-boxes, 
abaſe your ſclves before the throne of 
. grace, and be at laſt wiſe to Salvation 

{o nigh. 

Ho, every one that thirfteth (faith 
God by his Prophet) come and buy 
without money, take of the well of the 
water of life, and live for ever free- 
ly. Many a poor Minitter, while he 
preaches the good Word of God, 
would fain leave his commodity be- 
hind him, while he faith, You muſt 
have itz -and you ſhall have itz 1t is 
your portion, and belongs of right 
unto you. Thus we are tain even. to 
force Gods favour upon you. Here- 


upon we beleech you to believe, and 
we entreat you for the Lord Jeſus 


lake to receive mercy, and to humble 
your hearts. 


Thus we deal: with you in Fa- 
therly terms, But will you take fo 


grcat and ſo good a commodity from 
us £ 


No, Beloved; many {weet pro-- 
miſcs, and many admirable precious. 
things of grace and ſalvation are re- 
vealed, but men are negligent to ___ 

| or, 


| 
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for themſelves 5 in this caſe our mar. ly: 
kets ſtand upon our fclves 3 we pag pe! 
not to lay out any thing here to be.'W* 
nefit; ſome carnal plea or -othe vP* 
marrs all. This argues plainly the M 


| ſmall eſtimation that we have of 


Chriſt. But the poor hungry ſinner, 9 
one that is apprehenſive of his own 
weaknels and feeblenefſs, longs till tl 
the Fesfi-day cometh, that he may? 
partake of theſe and ſuch delicates. b 
Oh how- carefully doth he liſten, and ' { 
how diligently doth he attend what ' 
the Miniſter faith? And if the Word 
come home to his Conſcience, en-, 
lightning his heart, and reproving 
him of his ways: then he cries out 
Oh, I am in great trouble 3 good 
Lord comfort me: I am; full of 
doubts; good Lord reſolve me: 1 
am 1gnorant in ſpiritual things 3 
good-Lord teach me: I have a proud, 
ſtout,. ſtubborn heart; good Lord 
bumble me. He was never better 
than now.. Therefore tak? this for 
general:rule; That a good heart 1 
Never better at eaſe than when the 
Word works moſt; and moſt biting: 


ly, 
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ily. Contrarily, a wicked gracelcſs 
i6perſon 5 never bettcr than when the 
Word works leali, or ucver a whit 
upon him. But when he thinks the 
he Minitter will come cloſe to his fore 
of and ſoul, he will not be at home that 
r, day, he will be ſure to be out of the 
n\ Town, or not in place. He knows 
1 the Word would awaken him, and 
y. affright him, and he cannot bear the 
. | blow, therefore he keeps away, and 
1} ſhuns the hearing of the Word, when 
it ſhould work to his retormation 
| any Way» | 
| And now for a third Help , let , yep. 
' us be marvellouſly wary and watch- 
ful that we enter not into theliſts of 
any diſpute with Satan, upon points 
which are beyond the reach of man 
as thus to ſay, I am not cleQed, 
therefore God will not look upon 
me to do me any good. Or, it is A 
vain thing for me to uſe the means of 
mercy, my time of mercy bcing out. 
Oh the days of grace that I have 
(cen, when the Lord knocked ſweet- 
ly at my heart, and was pleaſcd to 
reveal my ſins unto me at ſuch a 
t1ime,. 
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time; but then (hard hearted wretch 
that 1 was) I ſhut the door upon 
him, and now he 15 gone and paſt, 
and now there is no hope for the vi- 


fit of grace, os that Chritt ſhould re. 
turn again to ſhew me any mercy, 


If the Devil can have thee here, all 


thy comfort 15 gone 3 for upon this 
ground a man ſhall never rcccive reli 


to his Soul, come what days will. 


And how can he 2? for if he cannot 


judge of, or know comfort, how ſhall 


I the Minifter be able to give, or he 


(the hearer) to take it. 


And here look as it is with a 


poor travelling man, one that fal- 
teth among thieves, who come and 
promiſe to carry him a nearer way, 
but bring him into a wood whuther 
no paſſengers come, and there they 
do what they will unto him : ſo it is 


with a poor ſoul, when the Devil 
gets him into theſe unwarranted dil-' 


putes,as it were, large wilderneſſes of 


Gods eternal counſel, where arc no 
paſſengers, and therctore he cannot 
but be void of hclps and fuccour, 


and (o, as taar Satan may now exer- . 
cile 


= 
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ciſe his full plealure, and whole ma- 
lice by territying his poor deſolate 
ſoul. To avoid which (traits, obſerve 
thefe three Rules. 
*  Ficlt, Let the ſoui in this caſe bear 1+ 
upon the Almightineſs of the power 
of God, who laid to Abraham , I 
am God All-ſufficzent. For if thougen, 19.1, 
be per{waded of the All-luftciency 
of God, that aſlurance cannot but 
(tay thee (ſlipping) from falling. And 
here remember. that God can do 
more than thou canſt think. He1is 
able, and doth thee good, though 
thou know it not. And further,con- 
ſider that the foul cannot doubt of 
Gods will, but with that very doubt 
makes ſoine queſtion of his powers 
This for the fir Rule. : 

For the {econd, and ſecondly, it 2- 
bids check to thine own heart for 
 miealing with Gods ſccrets, and for 
prying fo into his cloſet of hidden 
counſels. For no man ſhould go 
beyond his bounds; and it apper- 
tains not to thee to look into thisg,, ,, 
Ark of matters ſcaled up. Secret 29, 
twigs belong to God, but revealed 

things 
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things belong to #s- Ana who bath 


1 Cor.1.2, known the mind of God ? faiih Paul, 


Mark this, you that will be climbing 
up the ladder of Gods eternal Pre- 
deſtination, and going, up into the 
$kics to know what Gods lecret 
mind is. Keep your (tations wilcly; 
for neither the divcl, nor all the di- 
vels in Hell, ever knew the mind of 
the Lord, When Foxab crycd again 
Nineveb, \aying, Within tourty days 
all youz that is, all you drunkards, 


and adulterers, and murderers, and 
others ſhall be deſtroyed: Mark | 


here how the King reſolves; his 
words are, Who can tell if the Lord 
will repent, and ſtay bis fierce wrath 


. thatove periſh not £ Therefore when 


the Devil tclls thee thus much, and 
faith, God hath appointed a way to 
Salvation, and you have had the 


means, and did not profit by them, | 


therefore God will never ſhew you 
mercy, nor give you grace. Thus 
the divel. But how can he tell that? 
Surely all the devils in Hcll cannot 
tell it 3 fay with thy ſelf, Let me walk 
1g that courſe which God hath ap* 

; pointed 
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pointed and commanded, and do 
that which I ought 3 then I may ſay, 
and with comfort (ay it, Who 
knows but God may break the heart 
of a proud, rebellious, contrarying, 
ſinner, ſuch as mine 1s, and ſuch as I 
am? None verily but God knows 
whether or no. The third and Jaſt 
Rule follows. 

Thirdly therefore, meaſure not the 
riches of Gods love, and the {weet- 
neſs of his ſaving grace according to 


O03 
. 


' your own conceits 3 nor do you think 
| that becauſe you cannot conceive 1t, 


therefore God will not do it, for I- 
ſaiab faith, Let the wicked forſake bis 


way, and the unrighteous man Dis g "IY ">. 


thoughts; that is, All you wicked ones 
and you that have lived lewdly, re- 
turn from your wicked ways, and 
vain thoughts; and he will abundant- 


uy (hew ITNLCrCy+ 


But will the Lord pardon all my Objed- 


» fins, (laith the doubting ſoul: I can- 
. not think it : If Tmy ſelf were a god, 
1 ſhould never paſs by ſuch intolerable 


things a; bave been done by me. 
But Ianſwer ; Becauſe you cannot, Anſm 
| you 
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| Objed. 


Anſw. 


ou think God cannot or will nt 
Yes, faith the Lord, I can abundan 
ly pardon : for my thoughts are ng 
your thoughts, nor my waysas you: 
ways. A poor creature thinks hi 
ſins are unpardonable, and that k 
ſhall never get aſſurance of Godsk; 
vour or hope of his love. But yo 
are men faith the Lord, and haveh 
nite thoughtsz but I am a God, ani 


in mercies infinite, when you think! 


will have no mercy. | 


But were ever any ſuch received 
mercy as I, ſaith the drooping, Soul 
and therefore why ſhould I be th 
only man ? | 

To this I fay : when Chriſt hs 
wrought many ſtrange miracles; th 
people faid there were never an 
ſuch things done in 1/7 ael.And ther: 


fore it is plain not to be doubts 
that God can do things that ner: 


Job 9. xo. like were done : He doth great thitl 


paſt finding out, and wonderons wit 
out -anmber, (aith Fob : and then 


tore Judge not either Gods powet! 


love by thy ſcantling. 
The beft Chriſtians are moſt ſul 
cios 
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cious of themſclves, and none fuller 
of doubts and fears, than thoſe that 
have leaſt cauſe to fear or doubt that 
their eſtates are broken & bad. There- 
fore Satan makes it his chief work to 
grieve and terrific ſuch, Beſides, their 
own diſtruſitul hearts are always rea- 
dy to joyn iſſue with his falſe reports 
againſt them, raiſing falſe ſurmiſes a- 
gainſi thernſclves, and putting mercy 
trom them 3 as if they were hired by 
the Devil to take his part in pleading 
againſt their own ſure Salvation. 
Therefore it 15 worth the time to 
hear what Darid faith, Pſal.42. The Pſal 
Lord ſhall command bis loving kind- 
neſs in the morning. It is a phraſe 
taken from Princes and great men, 
whole words are a Law of Com- 
mand. For fo God will fend forth, 
as by a Commandment, his loving 
kindneſs to a truly humble Chriſti- | 
an. As 1f it ſhould be ſaid : Go, love 
and everlaſting mercy, take thy Com- 
miſſion 3, and I charge thee go to that 
poor broken hearted ſinner, go to 
| _ that poor, hungry and thirſiy foul : 
89 and proſper and prevail and 
ſtamp 


42.8. 
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ſtamp my love upon his heart, ay{ 


— 


. No, no, faith the trembling foo, 


there let it fiand whether he will g 


no. Thus the Lord charges his loving | 


kindneſs todo good to poor linner, 


p— way want | 


and by his own Almightine(s bear; : 


up the ſoul, when it 1s reaay to ink 


under the weighty burden of its me | 


ny tranſgreſſions. 


But what? ſhall I have mercy! | 
No, no, (faith the doubting hear) 


Will the Lord Jeſus accept me ? No 


ſurely. Could I pray fo, and | 
and had I theſe and theſe parts, and | 
could I perform duties after this and| | 
this manner, then there were ome] 
hope, but all is conteary,and therefor 


wo and alas, there is .no mercy for 
me. | 
But to anſwer this alſo,Let me tel 
thee, whoever thou art, that God in- 


vites thee in particular, as by nam 


| 
| 
| 


and that all the (weetnels in Chill] 


and in his pretious promiſes appet 
tains to thy poor ſoul, and thou hal 
as great an intereſt. in them as 20) 


ſervant of God in the world whatlo} 


EVET. 


| 


; drawn unto Chriſt. 
| Tcannut bulicve that ſucha wietch as 
I ſhall,or can.go to Haven. It cannot 
T be. + Heaven ſhall ratlier tall, than I 
* come there» Thus the dilcomaged 
1 ſinner knocks off mercy, and ſhuts 
- the door agaiutt him{clt. 
And now, when all carnal reaſon- 
' ings, and qo cy 4 imaginations 
(as Pynl calls them ) have raiſed up 
| ltrong holds againit mercy and com- 
ee, fort; whca the Word cannot for the 
: prelent f{citle peace in the unquict 
Soul; God 1s mad: art latit to command 
bis loving kindncf(s, and (cn it wich 
a Commitltion from Hcaven 3 and to 
S: ſay unto it, I charge you break open 
fr < doors of ſuch a reluctant finner, 
; Tend of that veil of iguorance that 
ell 1s before his eyes 3 Yilence all his 
doubts and fears: And when this is 
; done, 1charge you go home to thit 
il broken Soul - and to cheer and 1c- 
freſh ic with the (cnle of my {weet 


favour and with the aſſurance of my 
all 
love to fill is. 


| Apollle, Chrijt died for xs. And here 
the Lord ſends tromHcaven tO 4 poor. 
| | D amile- 


{6 Wiile we were enemics, (aith the Jom.sg.s. 
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_ apaioſt thy (elf, but according to thc 


| to be 3pproved, It che Word of God 


miſerable creatute, and faith, Com. 


mend my love, commend my mercy 
to (uch a diſticfled foul, and tell it, 
Though it hath been an enemy to 
me, yet 1am atriend to it. 'Tell it, 
Though it hath been a Traytor to 


. me, I have been a good King to it. 


And tell it, that though it hath been 


aRebel to me,I have yet been a loving. 


God to it» Tell the man (whoſe 
heart that is) that his ſins are par 
doned, his perſon accepted, and that 
his foul ſhall be ſaved. Tell him hs 
{ighs and groans are not loſt,and that 
his prayers are heard in Heaven. Let 


him know that the Lord [elus dyel| 
for ſinners when they were ſinners 


Make all this good to his Soul, | 


charge you betore you come back| 
_ So much for the third help. 


The tourth Cure is this, Andit 


15 ſpecially to be obſerved-by a Chi] 


ſtian above all, in his proceeding 
with himfelf in Bar of Judgment; 
and that is: Pals no halty fentence 


evidence of the Word, It thou all 


dv 
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do it:and let the lame word examine 


thee, if thou comeli to be examined. 


If this Word ſpeak for thee, no 


matter, though all men and Angels 
ſpcak againſt thee, and if it con- 
deinn thee, no matter who (peaks 
for thee: By it, thou riſcſt or falleſi 
to thine own Maſter. What though 


. ſome wrangling fellow ſtep in, and 


will be determining cauſes before 


| the Judge comes: ſhall his word 


fiand? No: therefore a wiſe man 
will ſtay till the Judge himſelf do 
come, and wait upon the judgment 
of his mouth. Dzal thou no other- 
wilc with thine own foul: pat not 


'the caſe to be trycd by a company ot 


peeviſh carnal reaſons, ftay till 
the Word (which is The Judge) 
come and judge thy fclt by that, 
and hold to that for thy life, and the 
life of thy Soul. The lipht is that Eph 4.13. 
which manifeftetb all things, faith che 
Apoſlile. His meaning is: The light 
of the Word, and the evidence of 
Gods truth, manifcſted to the Souls 
of Gods people > Thele properly 
are the Judge : the other are but 
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wrangling caſcs, not to be admitted, 
And here ſenſe and feeling, grounde' 
upon carnal matter, are like fog 
and miſts which make a man in ck! 
that he cannot ſec bis way 3 but up. 
on clearing up his ſtate and condition 
15 open before him; and then it is 
"Mat.11-29 Manifelt what it 1s. Learn of me 
(faith our Saviour) and you. ſþil. 

_ find reſt to your Souls : And the Pſal-! 
miſt faith, T will enquire what the: 

Lord will ſay, So fay thou, I will 

not hearken what carnal reaſon will) 

lay; 1 will hear what God faith. 

The want of this, is the cauſe why we 

have fo many diſtractions and diſqui- 

ets, and why we arc ſti!l in our doubt 

1ngs3 evil becauſe he that teach-| 

eth, and Un perſwade with us , isa/ 
deluder. | 

And hcreof it is, that the poor | 

foul ſaith : What ? ſhall T have an A. 
tereſt in Chriit? ſhall I have a title t0 

the promilcs? Nay, this belongs to | 

thoſc that are broken hearted. Indeed | 

if I had {uch power againſt corrupti- 

on, ſuch heavenly mindednc(s, and 


| 


wcIc 


this and that precious grace y there ( 
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were ſorne hope 3 but I am ſo full of 
weakne(s, and many times led cap 
tive by ſuch a rebellious heart, that it - 
js too apparent I never had ſaving 
grace: nay, I fear I never ſhall have 
it truly wrought in my foul. 
This you ſay, poor Soul ; But who 
told you fo; and where learned you 
that Religion? I am ſure you ne- 
ver learned 1t of Chriſt, For who 
or what word tells you, if L nave (uch 
a load of corruptions, 1 ſhall never 
have grace? not the word of Chrilt, 
I am ſure ; wheretore I charge you 
hold to the truth of the Word : 
Leain of me, faith Chriſt, and put 
not your caule to be decided by car- 
nal Reaſon 3 neither regard what it 
tclleth you : for if you take that way 
and turn not back, you can never 
come to Chriit, no way to him that 
way. Learn of the Lord Chrilt, 
(tor his Word is faithful, and hi 
Promiſe ſure) and there you ſhall 
hind a Tower of ret as {izxong as 
Mount Sox. It is that Word 
whereby we ſhall be judgcd at 
the laft great day, when fcuſe ard 
' DS tcclivg i 
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fceling thall be caſt over the batfſa. « 
deccivers and never come into Count | 
againe And thus much ot the fomw: | 
cures: it rclts that I now propound! 
four Rules, by which a man may} 
know how to or2er himſclt, and {0 

co walk, that he may kcep a ſtraight 
courſe by the Word, and not tun 
alide to one hand, o: other, from that, 
guide of his way. And thus walking, 
he may get into his hands the evi } 
dences. that can aſſure him of are 
perpetual, and eftabliſh his mind with} 
perte& ptace. For they work none: 
Iniquity, that walk in this way. 


Rules to dirc& a Chriſtian hopy to uſe 
tbe Word of God for bis evidence, ot 


aſſurance with peace. 


The firſt of theſe Rules teacheth to 
ule the word of God aright : for as | 
thou muſt in all chings that con- 
cem thy Soul repair to the Word; 
ſo thou muſt conlider thine own 
uprightncis by it, and ſce what 
work 1s in thy Soul that is able to.| 
aplyer the Word, and to teftific that 


drawn unto Chriſt. 


the work of grace is there, And 
here be ſure to take thy foul at the 
bett : do not always pore upon the 
worli that is in it, nor upon: thy fail> 
ings, nor that that can only accuſe 
thee 3 but if there be any thing there 
that may juſtly ſpeak for thee,neglet 
not that. It 15 an injuſtice for any 
Court to hear one fide and not ano- 
ther. The Scripture is a Text of Ju- - 
ftice, and the Lord doth not lye at - 
catch with his Children , but takes 
then at the beſt: as Rome 4. 22.18 15 
therefore ſaid that Abraham belie- 
ved the promiſe, and it was imputcd 
to bim for rigbteo!ſneſe. Iadecd,as m 
te 12. of Gen. he had foine doubt- 
ingSz but God took him at the beſt: 


and (peaks ts of is Faith. So Sarab Cen. = | 
15 ipokecn of, as of a gracious Wo- 12. 


man, and of 2 pattein tor women, by 
calling hur H.s21nd Lords wiich 


waS a 120 of r.vercancs to her Hats 
band, and an humblc hee: to tine 
= : and yet we read that (hc ge- 
r1ded the Mciligc OI the Lord by the 
Aupgel : the Lord buries that, "22 
only ſpcaks of that which was to 

| & 0” ES her -. 
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her commendation, aud {o took her 
at her beſt too. Now as the Lord 
dealt with theſe, fo ſhould we with | 


our {elves : whatloever 1s found a 


cere and upright in us, that ſhould 


we oblcrve, as well as that whichs : - 


not ſo; nay,that rather and betore the 
other. If a man ſhould have his cauſe 


handled in any Court of Juſtice after 


this faſhion; namely, that (there) 
ſhould only be obſerved what 1 
failing in the cauſe, and never that, 
that makes for it 3 the beft caule that 
is might go to ground : therclore 
the Court will hear all read: as eve- 


ry Bond or Bill that ſhall come in; | 


and every matter of agreement 3 
briefly, every thing : the cry will be, 
Let all be read. Apain,ſuppoſe a man 
have a bond or other inltrument in 
Court.,ard that the Lawycr only doth 
open and read the failings in it, and 


that which ſeams to make againſt , 


the party: If the Judge only hear that, 
! OW can it but £0 apainlt that (ide? 
1h:rcfore that party faith, Good my 
Lord hear all. Now when all is 
rcad ; thole defects arc corrected and 
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the cauſe goes well, which had nor - 


been ſo, it that Bond, or Deed, or 
other Inſtrament had been read to 


halves, not throughly. So when + 
men ſhall bring in ſo many and main - 


Indi&ments againſt themlclves, and 
ſay, Oh what -pride and ſtubborn- 


neſs is in my heart ! Oh how weak - 
am I. and dull, and dead, and back- 


ward to holy dutics! Oh how care- 
lels of enjoying communion with 
God ! how negligent in fitting and 
trying my own heart, in watching 


over my ſenſes, and mournirg 1n fe - 
cret for my daily failings ! Though 


this were ſo, yet if men will fce no 
more (and theſeFoo much) no mar- 


vel if they trouble their own- houle, . 
or. it Satan . by their own words | 


judge them. To ſuch an one there- 


tore I fay, All that thou faycli may - 


be: true, but art thou not troubled 
with theſe failings? and ate they not 


the greateſt grict that-rhy ſoul hath ? * 
Yea, faith the poor ſoul, 1 confels - 


my heart is vexed, and-my Soul grie- 
ved for them, and I could- be con- 


teat to be any thing that I could not - 
D. 5: be... 
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rake the belt. For, as it is witha 

mans hand and the liaft; fo 1t is here, : 

I compare the promile to a {i.: you | 

know the back of a mans haud can. 

not take hold of the ttaft; b:it the 
palm of his hand can. . So turn thou 
the right fide of thy Soul to the pro- 
miſc, and then thou may*lt take by 
it: but we take not by it, becauſc 
we turn the back fide: of our hcarts 
to the promiſc : for ttcn, the Soul 
ſaith, Oh my flubbornn«1s 15-great, 
and mine inabilitics gricvous, and 
corruptions many. But this 1s the 
wrong ſide; which will evcr binder 
thee. from taking Kold of the pro- 
mile, But turn to the right tide, and | 
then ſay, My Soul hates theſe, and 
my Soul is right weary of them. Oh 
this is the right fide; turn to that, 
and thou art well. This for the tilt 

Rule, 

Ryle 22 Nowfor the Second, and ſecond- | 
ly, Labour to have thy Conlcience 
ſetled and eftabliſhed in that truth 
which now out of the Word thou 

baſt gotten to bear witneſs. of the 

_: | WOIK 


be ſo. Now hear on tÞ15 lide, and | 
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work of grace in thee, For if there 
beany want of the aſſurance of Gods 
love; and if the evidence of the work 
of grace come not roundly in, but 
there be ſore guilt of fin ill remain- 
ing Conſcience. will make new ſtirs, 
and breed new broils, and continual- 
ly: move and unquict the heart : 
therefore as it is good to have our - 
judgment informed by rhe Word, } - 
when: we ſce the good that is in us; 
ſoit is meet we ſhould make .confci--- 
ence per{wad<cd ot it, {o as Conſcience -- 
may ſpeak for us, and all be made -- 
ſtraight. Otherwiſe, as the debtor - 
that is indebted to many creditors if -: 
he-agree not with all, or with all ave-.. 


one; that one may come: upau him-* 


as well as all the reſt : ſo for the ppor 
dittrefſed ſoul that lies at the mercy -- 
of the Lord, andis ſo deep in arrear-- 
ages to the Law,that he cannot wind 
out z 1f he labour not to (till Confci- 
ence, and what is elſe againſt him,in 
every point as well as in ſome if he .. 
leave one undiſcharged, that one may - 
{cthis conſcience againlt him, as well 
as an hundred. ... 
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The poor doubting Chriſiian 

The want of this, 1s cauſe why 
new Suits and new Bills arc daily 
put iu againſt us : only becauſe Cons 
{cience 1s not pacihied, nor all quiet- 
ed. And now take a poor linner \ 
that hathall his doubts and objcRi- 

ons an{wered, come to him, and lay, 
Areall theſe all your doubts and ob- 
ions ? he will lay, Yea. And are 
they all anſwered ? here he will ſay, 
Yea too. And have ycu now eny 
thing to lay apainli that which hath 
been made known unto you ? No not 
nowe., But fay .to h:m gain, Did 
your -Conſcicnce ſay to you, It is a 
bn to lay you have no grace? here 
he demurs, and tops, aud lays, No, 
I daze noi fay fo, but I rather (ay the 
Contrary. And now maik what he 
lays : All the Books arc croli, and 
all. objcQions aniwered,, and yet 
Conlcicace puts in a ncw plea, be- 
cauſe haply jt was not {aticticd to the 
full, and in evcry paiccl of aberiati-. 
ON. 

And now come to him again, 
and, ſay, You are ſomctimes captt= 
Vegl by fin, are you not ? And are 

| you _ 
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you willing to be at Gods tree dif- 
poſe, and that he ſhould pluck away | 
all your co11upiions, as It were ſhac- 
kles from you, are your not ? 

Oi, faith inc poo finner, TI muſt 
necds yieid tothat. 'Inen I afthim 
to thy Soul, that this is a work of 
true grace, Hcie ( therefore) let 
Conſcience ve tiifly I tisfied, But 
how faticfhicd? Tizus:; Cancel all 
ſelf accuſations, a1,-* this will cut all 
ſcores, and cicar the heart, fcattering 
all clouds inac mift iro This will 
calt out ali cavils, and all new Byls 
againli us: Fer, if our Conſciences - 
condemn us wot, then we have bold- 
neſs. towards God. \\. nwult then 
liop the mwuth of Conſcience 3 that 
15, be convinced, and agree, that it 
IS A fin to ſay, God hath not wrought 
this work of grace in the heart, when 
It.iS fo clear he hath.* For though 
(culc and tecling be (as it {ſometimes 
will be) gone, yet conſcience remem- 
bers the day and year when the ſinner 
had a clear evidence of Gods love, 
and therefore faith, Lord thou know+ 
lt it, and thou didſi fay out of thy 
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Word at ſuch a time, that the heart | 
of this poor ſoul was upright and ſins. 


cere before thee. 


y 


And here it ſhould be with a poor 


ſinner, as with a wiſe man, when he 
would make his lands ſure unto him 


and his poſterity by evidences and - 


writings. ſcaled ; he is not content 
here only to have his evidences in 
his own keeping, but will havg them 


intolled in Chancery, fuch a year,and 


ſuch a day : that if he ſhould loſe his 
Deeds, he might be ſure where to 
find them. So it ſhould be with 


the diſtrefled Soul; it ſhould not 


only be willing to have all objeci- 
ons to the contrary of it anſwered; 
but it ſhould further get them recor- 
ded in the Court of Conſcience, as 
in Chancery; that when ſenſe and 
feeling are loli; yet it may readily go 
to that high Court of Conlcience, and 


there find the day and year when + 


Gods love was made ſure unto ic, This 
for the (econd Rule. 


For the third : Thirdly,We ſhould 


ſirive, and that mightily, to have our | 
hearts over-powered with the evi- 


dence - 


' 
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dence that Reaſon und Conſcience 
make good uno us 3 that ty we ma 


quict!y IECEIVE. ant --Imly welcom 
itz yea, 21: 4; 4 1d i-bjc& our 
hearts to the trvi;: © it- But here 


we all tick: z2ud rncre are three - 
things in the Soui oi a man 3 three, 1 
ſay, that abct all thiie quarrels and 
oppolitions againſi the evidences of 
the Word in thzt man. The firſt; for 
1- Reaſon obje&s. 2. The iccond : 
the:: Conſcience acculcth., And 
thethird : 3. The will of man will 
not ſubmit. And here we hod by 
experience, that when a man hath 
ſtilled Conſcience , and filenced all 
realons to ihe contiary of his peace » . 
yet ſuch-is the Iro:; of a fiubborn 
heart, that nothing can bar itz but 
fiill it maintains, and will , (ome 
gainſaying and ſome new quarrels a- 


*2ain{t the truth and it ſelf. Beſides, 


It Keeps on foot cven that that hath 
en long ago anſwered , and let 
down: nay, that a man would 
think bad bcen buried in a deep grave 
(as deep as Hell) never to rife again» 
Noy in this caſe it is with a paor 


fin- 
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| 
"finner,as-with a man that hath a con. } « 
tentious adverſary. Haply the cauſe 
that they two have in hand, hath {| 
been tryed in all Courts of Law, , 
and at laſt comes to the Chancery: * 
And thereit is concluded apainſti the 
cavilling Adverſaxy, as .in the other 
Courts; there all matters are as 
well ſtated and ordered as a man 
would wiſh, and as an honeſt man 
would grant : Yet wall not this man, 
that is. ſo contentious, be ſo conclu- 
ded, or lo yield, but will to the Law - 
again with a back-Suit., and then, 
and upon that old grudge, ſtake 
down all he hath, and (cll all to his 
ſhirt, His will he will have, what- 
ever 1t colt him. . Nor will he give 
over, till the Judge doth coime to 
take notice of him, and ſo to caſt out 
his Cauſe wich himſelf, whom there- 
fore he commits to prifos, and faith, 
Sirrah, thele matters were (all of 
them)long, agoanſwercd & will you 
fropble us again, not with new mat- 
ters, but with old quarrels? 

Juſt {lo it is with the heart even 

ol.a gracious man ſometimes, aid 

One. - 
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one that is humbled in ſome miea- 
firez and could be content to yicld 
© the comm:.nding power of Gods 
_ Ward, and to the witneſs of his 
i own Conſcience: and therefore 
| faith, My condition 1s better than 
thought it was 3 yct there is an old 
proud, felf- will'd heart (ill in me3 
an heart that will not be quietcd nor 
ſaid unto 3 but ſtill will be quarrel- 
ſome, and maintain the old excepti- 
en» For thoughall reaſons are well 
coufuted, and Conſcience bears wit- 
neſs it 15 fo; and the Miniſer, as the 
Judge under Chriſt, caſts out the 
Cauſe: yet (obſerve it) the poor di- 

; irefled finner will keep the old road 
ot obj<Qing againſt himſclf;: And 
though he hath been anſwered fully, 
and to cvery point, not many hours 
before; yet he keeps old macters [ill 
freſh, and out of the Salt, till they 

f yield a foul (cent to all that come 
within the hearing of them. And 

| thus, even when a man would think 
be thould not darc to cqme in Court 
With ſuch old caſhicrcd fluff; yet 
that proud {clf-wilPd hcart will be 
doing, 


—__ —— — . 


The poor doubting Criji fan 


doing fiill 3 nor will yield or giv 
over. Have we not jult cauſe thu 
to labour our hearts fo far as to get 
them over-powered with the autho. | 
rity of the truth concerning what. 
ſoever God reveals to them for their: 
good? Oh therctore, poor ſoul, do' 
not reje& the evidence which God 
makes known, and paſleth upon thee 
for thy {ure weltare eternally. Do 
not, becauſe thou haſt not tiiat come} 
fort that thou woula'il , rcj< ail; 
as if thou would*{i have noe at all. 
So then the fault here i5 not properly 
becauſe thou canſt noi, but becaulc 
thou wilt not receive the promitle : 
and this is that that ſo wracks and 
torments thy Spiritz this 13 that 
which breeds the quarzel fo hard to 
be compounded; and hence it 15, 
that when Rezton i farisfied, and] 
| Conſcience convinced » yct the foul 
15 perplexed ſtill, For put this que! 
fon to it, and (ay unto it 3 Arc yo 
perſwaded that the Lord hath do 
you this good, ihat he will ſhew@, 
everlaſting mercy to your ſoul? and! 
it, will ſay No. and that all i: 

wlll. 
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' my caſe, ordoto meas I ſhould do 
' to them : but did they know me in- 
; deed, they would never think thus of 
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world ſhall not per{ſwade it of that. 
Miniſters are Mmercitul (will ſuch a 
diſtempered (oul ſay) and Chriſtians 
are charitable, and loth to diſpleale 
too much, or to diſcourage one in 


me : certainly I ſhall never find it 
fo, What? bave 1 grace? all the 
World ſhall never periwate me to 
if, Mark what I ſay; Tris is meer- 
ly thy pride and fcit-willednels, 
that will not receive that good which 
God is willing to give thec. But re- 
pent,or this pride of thy petulſh heart 
will coſt thee dear, one day I with 
nof. : 

But ſome will ſay, How can you (hject. 
make this pride? we are ever com- 
plaining of, and condemning our 
{clves, And can this be pride ? 


Yes, I {ay, (and mark what I y,fgp. 


lay) it is intolerable pride againſt 
the Majeſty of Heaven : and this I 
make good by theſe two things. 
For, firſt, for a man to follow his 
own conceits and felf-willednels 
againlt 
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againſt the truth, the force of reaſon, | 
and the witneſs of the {crvants of 
God, and his own Conſcience 3 can, 
not but be pride. . 


Secondly, And for a man, becauſe | 


he hath not what he would, to be 


(therefore) oft the hinges fo, as to + 


throw away all. Gods knidneſs, aud 
to deny the grace that 15 g1veu him: 


and this becaule he caunoi be Cons | 


queror as he delirzs; 15 uot this pride? 
That meaſure of mercy which God 
hath already ſhewed to thy Soul, is 
incomprehenlibic, bc.yond mans 
reach z- and ycr becaule thon canlt 
not have what thou would'ſt, thou 
wilt have nothing at all. Juſt as ifa 


man that hath the Law on his fide, | 
and his eſtate ſetled ov him, ſhould, 


becauſe his evidences are not writ- 
ten 1n great golden Letters,nor in the 
largeit Royal Paper, throw all away 


| This is your cate: for fo you, be- 


caulc you have not ſo much of grace, 
or with ſuch a ſweetneſs as you 
would, you deny you have any. But 


Have you no humility, becauſe none 


to your mind, Or not lo much, 
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or not in ſuch manner as you require? 
Oh pride 3 and pride in the higheſt 
degree'! 

Theſe things conſidered, labour to 
bring your hearts more down 1n a 
holy ſubjc&ion to Gods meaſure and 
time, And think it your duty, as 
well to receive comfort when God 
offers it upon good tetms , as'to 
do any duty commanded. And know 
that it 1Sas truly a fin (though of a 
bigger ſize) to rejet mercy when 
God offers it, as to kill a man, which 


| | God hath forbidden. Ifſay, Not as 
+ nwch; for I know there is odds 1n 


the degree. Therefore you: (the 
daints of God) that have been thus 


 peliered, and thus poſſi{t to become 


your own enemics retcmber(whct! 
your hearts begin tus to flide away ) 
to fake your hearis unto you, aud 
not to give them the reins at ſuch 


deſperate conclutions againſt God 


and Conſcience. 241 bettur with 
your ſouls, and (ay, Good Lord, this 
1s the proud unyiclding diſtemper of 
this vie hcart of mine. For, what 
would I haye? Is not Gods Word 
Go CiCar 


Objed. 


Pl 
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now refuſcth conſolation when God 


clear in this points and my conſci:nce! 
Gatisfied? Do not the Miniſters of 
God affirm my ſtate to be good? and 
ſhall I thus diſhonour God and light | 
them ? 
But what faith the poor Soul to 
this? Muſt I eat mine own words? | 
Muſt I fay and unſay ? (ay I have 
grace, when before I faid, I had| 
none ? | 
Yes and be thankful too to God | 
that you may ſay lo. I: it not bet- | 
cer for you to croſs your own fleſh, 
than to croſs Gods Spirit ? Take nc+ 
tice of this, and fear lelt thai proud 
and peeviſh Soul of yours { winch 


— 


ff 


offers it) be forced to fare as a man 

that cats his own fleſh, and ſo to 
come upon her knees for comfort, 
and get none to her dying day. For 
though God will fav: you at laſt, yet 


upon Earth before this be. 
One would have thought it had 
been great humility in Peter to rcfulc 


| 
(mean whilc) you ſhall haye an Hell ' 


to let Chritt waſh his feet ; but it | 


Was no luch macter. Indced nothing | 


Is 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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| 16; therefore Chriſt takes him up 

roundly for it ( which 1s indeed, 

| the only way to cure ſuch a diſtem- 

| per as this) If I waſh thee not, thour qo 
baſt no part in me. It you will needsg, g. 

have your own way , and humour 

| your (elf , and will not be perſwa- 
ded 3 you may go down to Hell in the 

| mind. Peter might have pauſed 

| here, and taken breath 3 but did not: 

| his ſtout ſtomach quickly came 

down, and he preſently faid, Then, 

Lord, not only my feet, but my hands, 

and bead; and all. It is the humility of 

| agood heart, to take what God of- 

| ferss Moſt Chriſtians think they are 

| humble hearted, when yet they are (o 
far proud, as to give way to this ful- 
len dilpoſition. Therefore labour to 
over-maſlter this over ſoaring heart 

_ of thine, with the authority of che 

} Word of God and be ſure to receive 

} Mercy while God offers it , lcſt he 

, arawin, and take away the comfort 

of his Spirit from thee , and make 

thee 20 nowling and roaring to thy 

| Brave. Though he bring thee to Hea- 

| venintheend; yet thou may'lt have 

| an 
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an uncomfortable Hell before thoy 
comeſlt thither. 

So for the third Rule, the laſt fol. 
loweth. The laſt Rale is this 
Maintain the good work which thy 
heart hath ſubmitted unto, and keep 
it as the beſt thing in thy houſe, and 
(of treaſure) the belt under Heaven, 
And then, when thou haſt by it ob- 


tained certain evidence that thy cſtate; 


| 


15 good 3 hear nothing agatuſt ic,but 
ſtick faſt to it, as to thy lite. Regar) 
nothing (what is not 31 the Word) 


to the contrary ©z chat cvidence of | 
thy Salvation ; that! tween , which | 
thou halt been p: 11-vi4.d of by the] 
Word ot truih. + A! here, ii Satan | 
or carnal rea{or. have any *hing to | 
ſay againſt thee, ler thew biing Scut- 


-_ 


| 


Ve 


Pture, ana then yild to tt in rhe true 
{enſe; but without the Wuid hear 
nothing. Luvs as it 15 with a man 
that i; at Law for Lands 5 if he nave 
his aaveciaty on the hip, aad have 
goiten toe advantage againtt him, 
be wil keup tim there aud hold him 
LO fue pot. Sodo thou in a bette! 
cale, For, 1: a mzy will follow c 


very | 


———— — 
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very wrangling Lawyer at cvery 1m- 
patinent quillet or out-leap, he muſt 


| 


| never look for an end of liawing -anJ 
| it is the faſhion of many Atturneys, 


rather to breed quarrels, than to kill 
 th:m in the conception. So 1a this 
caſe, he that will quarrel where he 
may reſolve, (hall never have done. 
And therefore hold to the main 
| point, Deal with Satan as with a 
{ubtil adverſary that is full of wiles 
and fetches. It is the cunning of 
the enemy to lead you afide : and he 
} will have many vagaries (it you be 
'1aa good Way) to bring you out : 
But be ſure to hold to that truth 
| which you have received from the 
evidence of the Word, and the wit- 
nels of Conſcience. When a man 


hath gotten ſome comfort, then the 
Devil begins to play the Lawycrin 
this or the like manner. 


How the Soul being tempted may an- 


ſwer S$ataas accuſations. 


Doeſt thou not ſee how weak and Sinner. 


Poor thou art £ how detiicute of all 
E ſaving, 
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"Sinner. 


Satan. 


Stan. 


ſaving grace, and how contrary thou 
walkelt to God ? 


Ic is true (faith the Soul) yet it is 
as true that he that confefleth and 
forfaketh nis fin ſhall hnd mercy. 


But (faith the Devil) docſt thou 
not ſee that thou art full of pride and 


weakneſs, and ſecretly unwilling to 
come to duties ? 


It is true (faith the Soul) I am 
{o, yet I hate and delire to forlake 
this way, and thercfore ſhall find 
mercy z the Word faith ſo. 

But (faith the Devil) are you of 
Gods counſel? fecret things belong 
to God. 


Indeed (faith the Soul)Il know not 
what Gods ſecret will is; yet that 1 


know, that the Word faith ; which 


15, He bathno pleaſure in the death of 


a finuer , but 1nvites (uch daily to 
come unto him. 

But (faith the Devil ) many cozen 
themſclves; mercy 1s as a black 
Swan, a rate bird, and few obtain 

it ; 
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it: and why (then) may not you be 
cozened as we'l as ofners? - 

But ( faith the Soul ) the Lord Sinner, 
will not cozen me, and the Lord 
knows my heart; and the Word 
knows what the Lord knows. 

But (faith the Devil) may not you 
be deccived in the letter of the word? 
the Word is true indeed 4 but how 
* know you that you rightly apply 1t, 
and that the Word and your Hearc 
| lute together ? 

*  Why(faith the Soul)I deſire as car- 
neltly to have my tm purged, as 1500 
do to have it pardoned. I know 
my Heart by the Word, and to the 
Word I repairz and the Lord 
knows that I hate all ſin inward- 
ly, and reform it outwardly, to my 
| weak power; and therefore I know 
\ I ſhall find mercy. Shew me a 
| Place of Scripture that faith I do 

} Not rightly apply the Word, and 1 

| 


> 


Satay, 


believe it; but I will not believe 
thee 3 for thou art as thou walt trom 
the beginning, alyer. Thus hold to 
the Word, and the Devil will b: 
Urcd weary and leave thee 3 keep you 
5 here 
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here, for if he catch you a wahdring 
after {cnſe and feeling, you are gone. 
The Prophet faith: Thou 1brough 
| thy Commandments haſt made me 
WM. ; "nemies , for th 

| PaL319. wiſer than my enemies , for they are 

\ ever with me. Satan 1s wilc by long 
HY | 59- | 

þ J experience; and the fiſh, and 

vi 3 
|| | 


carnal reaſon, and the world are 
wiſe too : but bleſſed be our God that 
makes every poor ignorant ſervant 
of his, wiſcr than all theſe. But 
how ? the word mult ever be in your 
hands, and the meditation of it in 
your hearts ; it multi be always with 
you; and you mult keep it with you 
daily: for that will make you not 
to know only what is amiſs, but 
to get ground againſt corruption, 
and whatſoever elite inay hinder your 
peace with God and with your 
{clvcs. 
Satan deals in this caſe with the 
Soul, as the encmies in War ; when 
Joſhua defeated the men of Ai, he 
got them out of the City 3 and then 
they that lay in ambuſh went and 
took it, and burnt it with fixe. S@ 
the Devil doth, Our Calile ox City 
1s 
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is the Promiſes, the Word and Or- 
dinances of God : Now it the De- 
vil can but get you out of this Ca- 
file, he hath you where he would : 
if you will look after every bird 
that flies, and liſten after every word 
of carnal reaſon and tcmptation- 
that comes , you are gone: It he 
can get you trom the ſure Hold of 
the promiſe, he will entangle you in 
his ſnare of unb<lict, and {o prevail 
againſt you. | 

Little Children, if ye abide in Gods x John 2: 
Commandments, ye. abide in God, laith 284 
the Apoſtle, As if he had (aid, Chil- 
dren, your enemics are many, and 
great, and cunning, therefore keep 
nome, and within the walls of your ' 
lure hope, and then you are well, 
whatſoever weather is up. It is the 
faſhion of Parents, if their Children. 
run abroad and catch a knock, to tell 
them, that they are well cnough ſcrv- 
edz you might have kept at home 
when you had warning. So ere. 

The iſſue of the point is this : 
Jadge thy Soul by the Word and look. 
Upon that facred Picce in the glals ot 

E 3 ic: 
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it {elf : And here, let it bear witnc(s 
for thee: and what the Word of 
God doth evidence to thee, that do 
thou maintain, and hear nothivg a- } 
gainft it. This is the way to receive ' 
conſtant comfort, and the way togo | 
on cheartully in thy Chriſtian courlc. 
Let quarrels, troubles, and tempta- 
tions come, yet keep thoſe within 
doors, and reſt thy ſ{clf upon the | 
riches of that grace that is in Chrill 
Jelus. Then you may be for ever 
comforted,and go ſinging to Heaven 
and mertily to your graves, though 
you meet with never {o many tem- 


ptations and oppolitions , crofling 
your way. 
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Now fullow ſome means to obtain au | 
mntereſt in the Promiſes. 


It reſteth that 1 ſh:w you ſome þ 
means whereby a man may fo ium- 
prove his time, that at laſt he may | 

| 


obtain this bleſſed eltate of being 
merry in the Lord. The means are 
four. But before 1 begin with them, 


you. malt firſt know, that we me 
ule 
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ule the means, and yet find no means 
under Heaven to do it, except God 
ſtrike the ttroke. You muſt there- 
fore wait upon God, and the Spirit 
of God in the uſe of the means for 
this matter, by believing r1ghtly to 
your aſſurance. For, fo the Text ſaith, 
To you it is given to believe; it muſt 
be given therefore: and Faith is the 
free gift of God, It is God then that 
mult do it z who yet will not doit 
without us, being reaſonable men 
and women in the power of will- 
ing. Again, the Lord affords us 
means 3 yet not to uſe them, and give 
him the flip. And here it is a good 
fayingz Let the Lord do what he 
will, and let us do what we thould. 
We muſt not think when we have 
the means, that we can get Faith pre- 
{ently : for, as Pawl ſaith, The ſame gpp.q.,1067 
power that raiſed up Jeſus from the 

dead, mult make #5 able to believe > 

or elſe all the Angels in Heaven, and 

all the Minilters on earth, and all the 

help that men and means can give us, 

will do us no good. Now the means 

are of divers kinds : as, hearing, , 

E ra and -- 
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and Prayer, and Sacraments, which 
are the Conduits from which God 
communicates Faith. But I tet them 
paſs, and faſien upon thoſe which 
are ncedful for fecble Chriſtians to 
the bringing of them into this bleſſed 


\ eſtate of rightly believing. And theſe 


are {uch as tollow. 

Firſt, We muſt, as much as 1n us 
Iics, labour to pull away all thoſe 
carnal outward fiays that the Joul 
leans upon, and all other like fuc- 
- cours, and whatſoever contentment 
it is, which a poor fiuncr doth betake 


him{clt to as to his refuge, for relick 


and help; that when all theſe are ta- 
ken from us, we may be forced to go 
for ſuccour thither, where right {uc- 
cour 15 to be had. It is a thing na- 
tural to ns allz even from our tilt 
Parents3 a dcfirce to have the tiatt in 
our own hands, and to bx: able to 
iupply our (clves of all neccfarics, 
without being bcholdcn to othets, 
Or tO any. 

Now therefote the way to make 
the Soul to leen upon Chriſt, is, to 
pluck away all thoſe decciving 
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props. The laſt thing we flye unto, 
is the Promilez which if we could 


find good any where <þlſe than m- 
Chriſt, we would never go to him. 
- for it, God hears laſt ot usz and. 


therefore here we ſhould do: with 


our (clves, as the enemy doth witha 
City belieged, when he would make 


the Inhabitants, or thoſe that keep 


it, to yield; The way he taxes 15 to 


famiſh them, to cut off all provition, 
and (top all paſſages ſo as that none 


can come to relieve them z - then 
they preſently yield themfclves: to | 
the mercy of the Aſſailant : fo it 1s 
with our nature 3 and ſeeing it is fo - 
that weare (till truſting to our own - 
lirengths, and relying upon (orae- 


thing of our own». the beſt way 
were to famiſh the heart by cutting 


oft all the means - and comforts : 


whereby the ſame is ſuccoured, and 
Quieted 3 but not- rightly in Chriſt. 
For when the heart is thus famithed, 
It. will then ſcck out to a Saviour, 
and there be, becauſe there is no 0- 


ther thing or means otherwiſe to : 


help it, 
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Mat.gs, The poor woman in the Goſpel | 
26,27. had ſpent all her goods upon the | 
Phylitians 3 and it the had had but 
a little means left, yea, but one 
tarthing token(for any thing 1 know, | 
or doth appcar ) ſhe would never 
have gone to Chritt :. But when all 
theſe tailed, then ſhe was forced to. 
{eck to Chriſt, that was ready and 
willing to do that for her, and more 
than the defired. Our Souls muſt 
have ſomething to bear upon; and. 
they cannot f{ubfilt without forme un- 
der-props. Hercupon therctore , 
when all our carnal hopes arc taken. 
from us, we fiay (as we mull needs) 
upon the Promiſe, becauſe we have 
nothing elſe to reſt upon. Yet it is | 
not required (though I thus ſpeak) | 
that a man ſhould caſt away all out- 
ward comforts, ſuch as God aftords 
him- for the interim here, Oh no: 
but only this; That ( though he 
have much this way) yct that he 1a- 
bour to. get his heart to fee and ac- 
knowledge the inſufficicncy and no- 
thingnels of them all, till he have 
the luperlative comfort , Chrilt, 4- 

bove. 
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drawn unto Chriſt. 


-bove all 3 and not to repoſe in them 
(having them) as ſome do, making, 
them our whole contentment, and 
fole reſt: For then they- are but 


lying vanitics , and broken ſtaves,. 


which will not only cozen us, but 
piexce us too, and that deeply. 

And now when the Soul fceth 
that theſe things cannot fuccour it, 


but lay it in worſe caſez a man will 
| then be content to have his heart di- 


vorced from them. And here it 1s 


with the Soul as it was with Noah's - 


Dove, when the Ark began to relt 
upon the Mountain of Ararat: 
Noah then ſent out the Dove 3 but 


the Dove found no reft for the ſole of 
ber foot. No qucſtion there were 


many dead carcales to fcttle-upon 3 


but the Dove found no rc}, till (ſhe. 
came to the Ark again. So whena- 
man finds no reſt in any thing, tie. 
creature affords, and can get no foot- - 


Ing for the Soul there to tay it (clt 
upon;.: then it betakes it felt to 


Chriſt the Ark, and gocs home to - 


the promiſe, and refis there, and ex- 
pets from thence what 1s needful 
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III Inrnet 


for it» As(therctorc) in the Art of l 
Swimming he that will (wim, | '* 
muſt pluck his feet from the bottom, 
and commit himſclf to the tiream 
to bear him up: ſoin this our pur- | 
pole to Heaven, we mult draw our 
hearts from theſe vain things below, 
and theſe from them. and though 
we have honour and prefermcnts, 
yet we muſt put no cortidence in | 
them, but pluck our aftcticns, as it 
were feet trom them, and learn by | 
our, believing to commit our lelves 
wholly to the power of the promiſe, '} 
and thence to receive comfort, ard + 
permanent abiding. 

| Let not the gods of this world, 
then, as Honour, and Profit, and 
Pleaſures, deceive thee. Did the 
pride of Pharaoh's hcart deliver him ? 
. Did the riches of the 1ich man in 
Hcll ſave him? Did Herod's applauſc 
that he had, do lim any.good ? Did- 
theſe gods fecure them ? nay, have 
they not Icft them. in the lurch? 
Therefore let us ike 04 hearts off 
from theſe things, and (in compari» » 
lon to thuſc of our bcttur lite haven 

. bal? 
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baſe eficcm of them, Kid {ce io great 


a vanity, and emptinels, apd intufh« 


ciency in them all , that we may be 


forced to {eek to Chiilt, and (ay as 


David, Help, Lord, for vain is tbe 
belp of man. Labour we turther to fee 
the privy pranks of our own hearts, 
and to hunt out all thoſe mazes, and 
turnings and windings of our ſubtle 
Souls : for here, it is wondcrtul to 
{cc how the Soul is ready to hang her 
corpforts upon every hedge, and to 
ſhift and ſhark in every by-comer 
for them. Now when thou ſeeſt thy 
heart thus ſecking conifort in vai 
belps, call it from them, and them 
pluck away, and up by the roots, and 
ice the emptiucts ot chem : then will 
thy heart be fit and ready to Aiake 
out to Chriſt, And titis tor the nlt 
INeans. 

Secondly, Therctorc wiici £915 1s 
done,chere is in iome part, fone way 
Made for the Proviilc io cofic ulC 
thy Soul 3 thercfore Iau thou in 
the iccond place, to have thy heart 
Poli. {cc RCION:Y, 21d © 114 vaced 
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ood whict#is in the promiſe, and | | 
of that fatisfactory mercy and free- | 
neſs of the grace that is in Chriſt; | * 
ſo that the Soul may be eſtabliſhed | { 
with that full content which is tobe { 

had in the riches of the promiſe. But 
mark what I fay; Let us perſwade | 
our hearts fiſt 3 and not content our | 
ſelves that we are able to diſpute | 
ſomewhat fully of the excellency of 
the-promiſe , and of thoſe riches in 
it, through the free grace of God in 
Chriſt. For, what 1s it to purpoſe 
that the heart knows this, and 
knowing it, to be ſo fore-fiall'd, that 
it can never come to the promile ? 
Therefore leave not thy heart till it 
come to value the promiſe by that 
that the Word ſpeaketh of it in a 
truc account. I (ay, Leave not thy 
heart, till thou ſee the promiſe of 
grace moſi beautital in thine eye, and 
that thy heart may get ſome earneſt 
touching the goodneſs of God, and 
the riches of his grace towards thee 
by the ſame. And here bring thy 
heart to know and ſee, that the pro- 
miſc is better-than all the riches and 
honours 
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honours that thou m_” or the f... 
world can beltow : for ſo we read, 
They that know thee, will truſt in Plalg.1o, 
thee > for thou Lord haſt never failed 

them that ſeek, thee» It thou know- 

eſt, and wilt believe this, this kind 

of knowledge and perſwaſton can- 

not but breed confidence and refſolu- 

tion , and (conſequently) quiet the 

heart. We dare truſt a friend whoſe 
fanthfulncſs we have tried; and we 

re(t upon that which we know by 

the ſure caxd of experience. The 
promiſes, of God are (all of them) 
as true as Gcipcl. Seck from one 
end of the Heaven to the other turn 
all the Bible over, and ce it ever any 
man leaned on the promiſe, and the 
Lord did not perform what he had 
promiſed for the good of his Soul. 
Except the Lord bad been my delight, 
I ſhonld bave periſhed in my troubles, 


; ; 
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(laith David,)) My fleſp faileth, and Pſal. 73+ 


my beart alſo, but thou art the firength 26- 
of my beart, and my portion for ever« 18 


But here lics a great matter, A work 
of marvellous difficulty and great 
neceſlityz and thexefore , that thy 

hearC 
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heart maiMic down fatisfhed with the 
ſufficiency of the Promiſe, I will 
propound three Rules how the Pro- 
miſe may be improved and conduce 
to thy ſingular benchit here and here- 
after. 

Ryle 1 Forthe firſt of theſe Rules: La- 


| Howto bour daily to preſent thy Soul a_ 
improve preater good in the Promiſe, than - 


wy pro- thou canli ſee any where elſe. It is a 


our bene. Mans $kill, (and it ſhould be his en- 
fic. deavour) daily to dog his heart, and 
to look what it is that the heart de- 

{ixes moſt and accordingly to pre- 

{ent the greateſt good unto it. And 

what may that be ? even that which 

hath more of contentment in it, than 

any thing elſe in the world. And 

here, we ſhould deal with our 

| hearts, as men will with a corrupt 
Juſtice , when he would have him 

to be on his fide: there, the only 

way 1s to bribe him : but though 

this be ſinful in this cafe, yet it 1s 


. good to brivz Ca it wit the. core 
wpt heare within ine goudncls of the 
Promiſc, ttt to ine hearr may 
Cicave to tang lone ttc 11, Do ho» 
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nours, or richcs, or the applauſe of 
men, or any earthly pleaſures offer 
thee content and fatisfa@ion ? then 
perſwade thy heart there is a greater 
worth in the- Promile, than'can be 
had in all them. For here is an ex+ 
ceeding weight of glory : and he that 
hath it ſhall be made a King, and 
ſhall have that glory tbat will zever 
fade. Further, doth thy heart 
hanker after carthly joy and mirth ? 
thou ſhalt find more joy in the Pro- 
mile, than in the cracking of thele 
" thorns, Doth thy heart hanker at- 
ter riches ? tell thy heart that there 
are wnſearchable riches in Chriſt, and 
that through him, we have title toall 
the Promiſes of this life and a bet- 
ter- We know that he that offers 
moſi for the bargain hath it : there- 
fore we ſhould obſerve the goings 
out of our hearts, and what offcrs 
are made to give them the beſt con- 
tent, and with ſuch to preſent them. 
This the Promiſe doth; and this 
with a greater good in God, than 
in all things in the world bcfide. 
Therctore 3 0b the beight and depth, 
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EET 
and length and breadth of the lyve of Of 
Chriſt, which paſſeth knowleage ! th 
The conſideration of fo much, & 
(ould not only work a longing af-| , 
ter Chritt, and the promite , but fill) q 
our faces with ſhame and contution,| þ 
that ever we ſhould ſet fo light by| } 
fuch riches of mercy, and walk un-| , 
worthy of fo great Salvation. Could| 
we comprehend the unmeaſurable | 
dimenſions of Gods love and good- 
neſs revealed in his Word 3 Oh how 
would our hearts be enflamed to- 
wards him? When the ſinner 
thinks thus with himſelf; I that 
have done all that I could againſt fo 
good a God, that my heart even 
bleeds to think of it, there was no | 
name under Heaven that I tore in 
Pieces more or ſo much as Gods 
name 3 his woundand life aud beart- 
blood 1 have rent and torn a thouſand 
timcs. Nay, there was no command ( 
in the world that my Soul ſo much 
deſpiſed, as the command of the 
Lord Jeſus. There was no {pirit that 
ever ſpake to me, which I ſo much 
relutcd, as the Spirit of the Almighty- 
On 


ee ee HE CCS 


———- 


__——— CO es 


drawn unto Cl rift, 113 


Oh how many {weet motions hath 
the Lord let into my Soul, thereby to 
force me from my courſes (o baſe, 
-' and practices fo finful * By how 
ll) many mercies hath he allared me by 
n,] how many gracious promiſes hath 
Y | he invited me; by how much of his 
-] goodnels provoked me to forlake my 
d} fins, and to turn unto him? But 
le | Thave flown in the face of his Mini- 
l- fters, and bleſſed ſpirit, and rejeced 
all tearms of reconciliation, It 1 
had lien in a dungeon, and been pla- 
gued with torments all my life time, 
yea, though I could have had another 
| world full of miſery to. live 1n, EL 
ſhould count it infinite mercy, ſo the 
Lord would paſs by my finful miſcar- 
riages, and pardon theſe inward 1n- 
lurrec&ions. : 
But that God ſhould (end his dear- 
| eſt Sox to love me, and that ſo in- 
c comparably and ſo unconceivably as 
that I could not poſſibly hate him fo 
much, as he loved and affe&ed me 3 
that I could not (o exceed in unkind- 
4+ HtcStowards him, as he hath exceed- 


' <ein tender kindneſs tewards me 3 
; What. 
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. not righteous with God, never tok,, 


m— 


What a love is this * What unkind. 
neſs for ſo great love? Were it 


by * 


O! 


ſpeak comfort more to my Soul, that 
have ſo lightly cfteemed his Promiſe, 
and ſweet word of comfort? Had it 
not been juli with him now to fit at 
the catch, and to take all this (as he 
well might) for an advantage againſt 
me? Was it wot juſt that }, which li- 
ved in lin, ſhould have periſhed in 
my ſins * and as juſt that I who 
have ſo ' much loved corruption , 
ſhould have reaped the bitter fruit of | 
it, long ere this ? But that the Lord 
ſhould find an enemy, and not lay 
him nay, that he ſhould give his be- |: 
loved Sonu out of his own boſome 
to lave him; is a love not to be ex- 
prefled.- Oh the beaght of this mer- 
cy beyond all delire or thought * On 
the breadth of this mercy, a breadth 
without any bounds !. On the length 
of this mercy, a length beyond all 
times! Oh the depth of this mer- 
cy, a profundity bcyond all exprefſt- 
on ? 

Labour here (therefore) to have 
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-lieceſs to the Promiſe, and to bring 
d by Soul unto it. Here, ſpeak a good 
thord for it, and lay 3 Stand oft pro- 
its, and pleaſures, and preferments 3 
zoom for the Lord Jeſus Chrilt. Thus 
peak, and ſct a pecrleſs moſt excel- 
t price upon the promiſe : and 
ſure of this (for it 1s a ſure Rule ) 
hatſoever the Soul doth account as 
, that it will chule, and leave all 
thers for it. Therctore if the Soul 
uld once out-bid the world, and 
t-ſhoot the Devil in his own bow, 
nd put by all thoſe things which the 
Devil caſts as rubs in its way of 
oming to the Promite3 this labour 
would be a work of great gain, and 
' \uſher jn the Promile it (lt. For ex- 
" |ampleas thus : when thou ſceſt thy 
heart look after friends 3 let thoſe 
friends uſher the way to think on 
the infinite love and favour of God 
* Chriſt, that fricnd as he calls him- 
elf: and when thy heart would 
bunt after wealth , let this uſher 
TL way to the Promiſe, and fay, It 
te heart tind ſuch content in riches, 
4 What ſhould it tind in the xiches of 
©, Gods 
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Gods grace in Chiiltl! And thus 
prelent a greater good from the pro- 
mile than any, from any thing elſe; 
and thou dealcti (ately and well for 
thy felt. This for the firſt Rule, 

The ſecond Rule 1s 3 Labour to 
bring thy heart to this , That all the 
things in the world without the 
promiſe are nothing : and that if 
thou hadiſt all that the carth can af- 
ford, and not it, thou haſt gotten but 
the wind, or that which will ra- | 
ther be a curſe unto thee than a bleſ- 

Heb.11:1: ing : For, Faith is the ſubſtance of 
things hoped for. It gives a kind of 
being and ſubliitence to all. So that 
there is no {ubſiſtence in honour or 
riches, if they ſubfift not by Faith; 
and without Faith they are cloggs 
and ſnares to us, no helpers except 
Faith give them their denomination, 
and a bleſſing therewith , they are 
poor and cmpty things. Our pray- 
ers, it they watt Faith ia the pro-. 
miſe, are prayers of no ſubſtance; 
words, and aothing elſe. On the 
other tide, the molt broken and chat- 
tcring prayers of a poor Soul, when 

A 


drawn unto Chriſt. 117 
poor creature can f{carce utter five 
ords with any ſenſe; yet theſe 
how weak ſoever ) mingled with 
aith, are a very powerful prayer. 

)all your hearing, and my preach- 
ng hangs upon Faithz otherwiſe 
ey are but loſt labour, wanting that 
hat gives a kind of being to what- 
oever I (peak, or you hear. This 
or the ſecond Rule. 

The third Rule in this ſecond of 3+ 
- he means, is this: Labour to ac- 
” jquaint thy heaxt with that good, 
f [which the promiſe promiſcth : and 
this, before carnal reaſon comes and 
Ipoſſeſles thy heart. Remember here 
that the promiſe is moſt ſure,and will 
: |come when it ſhall be moſt ſeaſona- 
(ble, and beſi for thee, and when God 
\ſees it moſt tit for then, we ſhall moſt 
certainly have it. Let us therefore come Reb-4.16. 
I boldly to the Throne of Grace, that we - 
| oþ ay receive comfort and mercy in tame 

* of need. Not when we lee it fit, but 
' When God (ces it fit and profitable. 
' Butthis it is web carries away many- 
Sometimes they are a little aft;Aed 

F With the cxcellency of the riches of 
— Gods 
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Gods grace in Chiiſt, and ſecing 
what great things the Lord hath 
done for their Soul, they ſay; Oh 
that | were ſuch a one 3 and oh that 
I might die the death of the righte- 
ous! But when it comes ſo to paſs 
that they have not what preſcntly 
they expect, then they cali away 
their hopez and then the good Pro- 
mite of GOD being out of re- 
queſt, the Dcvil pretently fieps 1n 
and wondertully prevails with 
them 3 They ſay with the Propnet, 


Hab.3.19, /ben the figtree ſhall not bloſſom, nei- 


ther ſhall the fruit be oa th.Vineswhen 
the labour of the Olive ſhall fail and 


yield ao fruit, then will Trejoyce in the 


L:or3, and joy inthe God of my Salv3- 
tion. But where no bloſſoms are, 
nor fruits appear, there all joy gocs 
to ground. We do not conſider that 
comfort from the Promile, and trom 
the Lord Jcſus, is then moſt ſcaſona- 
ble, when we have moſt need, and 
( conſequently) may receive molt 
good by it : tor then may we be ſure 
to have the Promiſe ſo to ſurpriſe 
Our heart, that ic ſhall be poſicficd 


and 
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and made happy with the All-ſuſfici- 
| ency of God. But we gonot ſofar. 
This for the {econd Rule. 
| In a third place, look for all , 
| the good which thou needeſt and * 
| _ delire from that "3" V 20w\g 
which is in the Promiſe 3 and do not 
think of thy fſclf to add any good = 
unto 1t,but go to it for all thy good: '- 
, For, there are all the cords of mercy | | 
| that muſt draw theez and there is | | 
| that All-ſufficiency that can ſupply 
' thee, and therefore look forall from 
thence, but think to bring nothing 
thither 3 nothing (I ſay) that can be 
_ of power to enable thee to a power 
of believing. 
And here, it is a weak Plea for a Obiedl 
man to ſay, I dare not look to the _ 
| Promiſe, I cannot believe it 3 for it 
I could (and oh that 1 could) then 
I might expe ſome good fruit from . 
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Its 
. To anſwer this, Thou ſhalt ne- Anſw- 
ver believe upon theſe terms 3 for, 
; thou muſt not firſt have Faith, and 
| then go to, the Promiſe, but mult 
y att goto the Promiſe for the power «, 
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\ :kt 15 ſpoken of railing of a 


of that-Faith; from it thou muſt re. 
ceive power to believe. And there- 
fore ſay with the Prophet. O Lord 


remember thy word to thy ſervant, 


wherein thou haſt cauſed me to truſt. 
When men are enlarged in love toa 


man, and make fair weather ot pro- 


miſes unto him 3 this perſwades him 
fo trult unto them, and to relye upon 
them for good to come, thercfore he 
faith, 'I dux(t never fo much as have 
thought of it, much lefs expected it, 


-2t you had not promiſed fo much. 


And even ſo here, the- Promiſe of 
God (made to the Soul) makes the 
Soul to rcfi upon what is promi- 


cd. 


To expcct Faich without a pro- 
mile, is as if a man ſhould expcta 
crop of Corn without ſeed ; tor the 
Promiſe is the yummortal feed of 
God's Word, whereby the Spirit 
breeds this Faith in the hearts of all 
that are his. So Chriſt, The boxr 
17, and now is, when the dead 
ſhall hear the woyce of the Son of 
God, and they that bear it, by [ive © 

cad man 
from 
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from the 8 grave Of fin. Firſt, There is 
the voice of Chrilt to the ſoul, before 
there can be an Eccho again of that 
Soul to Chiilt 3 and fo the power of 
the Promiſe mult firſt come to the 
Soul, and we muſt firſt hear the 
voice of God in the Promiſe, before 
we can return an Eccho back again 
to the Lord: The Lord muſt tay, 
* Come to me, before the Soul can ſay, 
) Tcome Lord. Therefore when thou 
{celk much deadnelſs, and dead unht- 
neſs of heart in thee to the Promiſe, l | 
do not thou then leave, and give oft, | 
and (ay, Thus 1 am, and fo it is with 

| me.and fo an end ; but goto the Pro- 

$ 

1 


mile and ſay, Whatſoever frailtics I 

hnd in my ſelf, yet I will look to the F 
Lord, and to his Promiſe; for it I F - 
want Faith, the Promiſe muſi ſettle 1.37 
| me, and 1 muſt not bring Faith to the ey 


| Promiſe, but receive Faith from it to F 
believe z and thcrefore I will wait up- [! 
on God till he pleaſe to work it. Thus | 
for the third Rule. ; 


And now in the laſt place, and 4. 
latily, labour to ſubmit co the molt gp, ve, 
equal condition of the Pcomile, not | | 

F 2 making | 
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making more conditions there than 
God hath made. Now the Promiſe 

requires no more of a man, but that 

he come and lay hold on mercy; 

therefore do thou require no more. 
There is cnough in the Promiſe to 
do thee goodz therefore do thou 
expect all good from it , and be 
content there to take of God 
whatlocver he hath therein offered 
Buy without money, 
faith the Prophet: This is the con- 
dition that God offers mercy upon 3 
buy Wine and Milk, that is, Grace 
andSalvation without Money, that is, 
without any futhcicncy of your own- 
If a man ſhould go running up and 
down to borrow money before he 
.comes to buy, he may famiſh before 
he can came : So the Lord offering 
Chrilts mercy and Salvation without 


our colt, and faying, Come take it - 


without money and yet we will 
run upand down to borrow money 
of our prayers and other duties alſo, 
and from our prayer againſt corrupti- 
oy WE May be ſtarved Spititually be- 
fore we can -buy at that hand, It we 
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go this way to work, we may quick- 
| ty loſe our labour, and our ſelves. 
And therefore make Gods commo=» 
f ditics no dearer than God himfelf 
hs makes them, Many a poor Soul not 

remembring this, is kept from com- 

ing to the Promiſe : For, Oh, faith 
a one it I were able to malter .my 
\ 
| 


fins and diitempers as fuch a one can 

do, then I might with boldnets be- | 
| heve. But this is to bring money : | + 

but art thou not content to have Bl 

Chriſt of free coſt, ſoas he may have we 

thee, and rule in thee, and ſupply 

what is wanting to thee, and open 

thy (ores, and heal thy corruptions ?' 

Then why goeſt thou not to the Pro- 

miſe with an empty heart, that the 

Lord may ſupply thee, and maſter all 


o 
thy rilings, and make thee a clean 
R heart? But that muft come after- 
0 
F 
$ 


wards, as the Lord faith, IFhcn Tpaſe | 
fed by thee, and ſer thee in thy blood, EZ*K. 160 
ard bebold the 12Me was 43 1be time 2 96 
of love, and I ſpread my skirt over 

thee, and covered thy nakeaneſs yea T- 
entred iato a Covenant with thee, and 

tbou became'lt mine{that 13, thou walt 
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content that God ſhould marry thee 
in all thy raggs) then I waſhed thee 
with water, yea, T throuply waſhed 
away thy blood from thee, and anointed 
tbee with oyl, I cloathed thee alſo with . 
broidered work. Here we ce, that 
Chriſt firſt marticth the Church to 
himſclf, and then gives grace, and 
paſicth over his eſtate to his Spoule. 
And now, were it not a wonderful 
great folly, if ſome great King ſhould. 
make love toa poor Milk-maid, and 
ſhe ſhould put it off, and refuſe the 
match till ſhe were a QUEEN, 
where it ſhe will match with the 
King, ſhe may be ſure to be made a 
Queen preſently. But this comes 
after, and not before the marriage. 
So we mult not look for Sandificati- 
on the firſt day, nor till we come to 
the Lord in our Chriſtian Vocation : 
For this 1s all the Lord requires of 
ns, namcly, to fee our fins, to be 
weary of them, to be content that 
the Lord Jcfus ſhall reveal unto us 
what iS amiſs, and (cala pardon for 
it, and take it away ; And (further) 
glve us his grace to take down the 

uid 
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old building, and to fet up a new one 
in us after his image; For then the 
Lord will bring us to himſcltz and 
into the wedding chamber 3 and then 
through his great mercy, all our cor- 
ruption ſhall fall to the ground. And 
when the Lord hath brought thy un- 
faithful heart to believe 3 then Ia- 
bour to husband this grace well, and 
to improve it for thy beſt good, and 
live by itz It 15 a marvellous great 
ſhame to ſee thoſe that are boin to 
fair means, I mean the poor Saints 
of God that have a right and title to 
grace and Chriſi, yet live at ſuch an 
under rate : 1 would have thee live 
above the world, though thou haſt 
not a coat to cover thee, nor a houſe 
to put thy head in yet it thou haſt 
Faith, thou art a rich man 5 therefore 
husband thy eliate well. It's a thame 
to fee fome live, and husband not 
that eſtate they have they live as it 

thy had it not, fo full of want, fo+- 
full of care, fo full of pride, {o weak, . 
znd unable to maſter their fins, 
whereas the fault is not in the pow-- 

er of Faith, nor the Promiſe, nor in- 
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the Lord 3 for God doth not grudge 
his people of comfort, but would 
have his people live chearfully and 
have firong conſultations and mighty 
aſſurances of his love; and thercfore 
the Text faith,Rejoyce iz the Lord al- 
ways, and again, I ſay, rejoyce. And 
{o, Heb. 6+18. God bath ſworn,that by 


two immutab'c thing/yvherein it's im- 


poſſible for God to lie, we might have 


ſtrong conſolations : Nay, the Lord 
rejoyceth in the Proſperity of his 
{ervants, and therefore hath richly 
provided for you, that you may re- 
joycez and in not fo doing, we of- 


fer a great deal'of wrong to the Lord: 


and his Promiſes, and bring an 11] re- 


port upon that grace and mercy of. 


his: And we hereby alfo open the 
mouths of the wicked, and make 

them ſay, Oh, theſe preciſe people 
| talkof quict and contentment, and 
Joy in the holy Ghoſt ! There is great 


talking of theſe things, but we could 


never fee it yet-O brethren,it's a great 
ſhame; are the riches and revenues 
ot Faith fo great, that a Chriſtian 
may live like a man all his days? 


Let 
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Let all the Drunkards and malicious 
wretches againlt God, laugh and be 


merry 3 yet they .cannot fſce one of 


thoſe days that a poor Saint cans 
yea though he lay in priſon all his lite 
tong, Mat. 17. 20. If a man had bit 
Faith as a grain of Mit ird-ſeed, ard 
Hall ſay to this Myunt 1in, Go bunce, 
it ſh.ll be done. Whether this be ſpo- 
ken of juttifying Faith, or no, I will 
not now diſpute but rhis I am ſure 
of, Refit the Devil, and be will flie 
from you 3 and you ny trampeie uns 
der all your luits and corrup!t1onss 
This 15 the lite of Fatih, an4 this hte 
we may -live, this lit- we ougat to 
live. It a Fradeſman have a fair 
ſtock and quick rcturns, it he gocs 
down the wind, ard b.g./n to de- 
cline and decay 3 every man will lay, 
He was left .marvellous well, but ct: 
ther he knew not how co uſt it, 
wanting $kill, or clic attend; d not 
on if, wanting, care: Auotiy min 
would have lived bra ly upon hait 
ot. that means which ho hag; S0» 
there 1 15 NCVCT 4 POOT $S ria, which 

erades in a Ciltiin cout, but bg 
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hath a Haie cltate, and may live 
likea man. One promile 15 enough 
to make a man live comfortably a!l 
his days, though he were in never ſo 
much want: But if he be caſt be- 
hind hand, and goes down the 
wind with comfort and joy 3 and 
figks becauſe of his pride , and di- 
fewpers, and vexation: the fault 
i5 not in the eſtate, for the Loid leſt 
him very well; he had a childs por- 


tion, had he had an heart to = 


God and love him; as David faith, 


Ob be merciful tnto me, as thou uſeſt 


to do, unto thoſe that love and fear thy 


Name. The fault was not 1n the. 


Promiſe, that they could not, nor in 
his Faith that it would not help him : 
but he let the Promiſes lie by 3 they 


came into the table, but he never calt 


them up,nor husbanded them aright : 

He had a world of conſolations, that 
would have given a man liberty in 
priſon, honour in ſhame and dif- 
grace, and comfort in time of di- 
ftreſs; but he did not husband chem : 
and therefore he adviſed to do as the 


Trzdclman doth 3 he will not vu. 7 
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Fang unto chriſt. 


F- ar we eallf.a olose wc - 


of his ſtock,but live of his trading 3 O 


1] would have every Chriltian live of 


his Faith. Whatever ſtrength thou 
needeſt, fetch it from gracein Chrilt 
and whatever comfort thou wanteſt, 
fetch it from Chrili 3 but live by faith. 


and make a good hving of it roozand - 
then thou haſt improved the promile- . 


aright: bring but an cmpty believ- 


ing heart with thee, and the oyl - 
will never fail, and the meal in the. . 


Barrel will never decay, but-.continu- 


ally ſupply thee as ict did chat poor. + 


widow. 


ObjeF. But how ſhall a man be 


trained, that he get this skill of living 


by Faith ? Every man hath his ſhifts. 
und tricks, and lives by his own de> - 


vicesz and the Devil hath enough of : 


them in the world that live this life, F 
but the beſt life of all 1s litcle look'd © + 


after ? 


Now for an anſwer, know thus + 


much , That there are three particu- 


| lars for the training up the heart to - 


"on this sk1lt of living by Faith. 


» Firft, We mull labour lO pet 


EF for our Fauih to work upon- 
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2. We muſt labour to tit Faith for 
the work. 
3+ We muſt labour to order our 


' Faith aright in the work. 


Firſt, We mult provide matter for 
ous Faith to work upon : For this we 
{ce ordiuarily, if a workman want 
matter to work upon;cither aCarpen- 
ter or the like,he mutt needs ceale his 
work, and he can go no further. And. 
ifa mans work fails, how can he pco- 
vide for his family? This s the com- 


plaint of poor people now adays,that 


they have no work) fo it is in a Chri- 


| flags courſe > many, poox Chrittians 


that are newly f{ct up, and are not a- 
forchand-,in the World, they. want 
even matter for their Faith, I mean, 
{ome are ignorant and cannot 'read, 
and ſome haye not means of a preach- 
ing Miniſtry, others have but ſma)] 
parts and cannot hear, and little do 
they retain of what they do hear. The 
Promiſes of God not underſtood, nor 
remembred, nor rightly applied, they 
tye. marvellouily poor, when they 


lie. very. comfortibly in che 


Now. 
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Now the matter of our Faith,, is 
the whole Word of God: as it is 
with the Bce in gathering honey : as 
the Spider gathers poiſon out of eve- 
iy flower fo the Bze gathers ho- 
ney out of the ſame flower, and out 
ot the {weetclt flower ſhe fucks the 
molt honey. Oh the Word of God, 


how full of. fweet flowers is it! 


There is the ſharpeli tcrrors, and the 
fcarfullcft plagues too : A.gracious 
heart will gather {weetncſs out of 
both theſe. But above all, the ſweet 
of the Promiſes of the Goſpel, the 


(ap and {weet therein, and the Blood. 


ot the Lord leſus Chrilt that 1s com- 
municated thereby. Oh the faithful 
Soul ſucks moſt there» Now that 
we may provide matter for . our 
Faith, obſerve theſe rules, which are 


commonly obſerved in all provilt- 
ONs. 


Firſt, They provide and lay in, in. 


{caſon, tamely, as ſoon as they can 
this is the practice of him that 
wor!d husband his cate wilcly 3 his 
carc 15 to buy at the beſt hand ; S6 
5. would hayc a good Chiiliian to 
ſtoxe 
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ſtore up all the Promiſes of God, in 


all the good Word' of God fſeafon- 
ably 3 I mean when all thy parts and 
abilitics are ſtrong, and nature is able 
co fight it out 3 and while the fair day 
of Gods favour laſteth,and while the 
Word and Sacraments are diſpenſed, 
this is the beſt time to lay in Spiritual 
proviſions, that we may not want 
them, when we have uſe of jhem. 
It.is a marvellous ſirange and prepo- 
ſerous courſe, when a man 1s weak, 
his eyes dim, and his heart. and 
ſtrength faileth, and even ready to 
give up the Ghoſi,then to lay in grace 
and proviſion of mercy : and then 
for him who hath hated the Mini- 
ſters,and loathed the means of grace, 
and abuſed the patience and long ſut- 
fering of God: Oh then to have a 
Miniſter come to him, and have a 
Promiſe in the day of perſccution 
then for a man to .bcthink himſclt of 
the promiſe and comforts of the Go« 
ſpel} when a man ſhould ſp:nd on 
the Promiſes, then to be getting of 
them, this is i] hucba:n).vi The 


better way is this, to © by 12% and 


ws 
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petting in at every turn: and this 1s 
the reaſon, why our Saviour faith, Oþ 
if thow badjt known, in this thy day 
the things that belong unto thy peace ! 
While the Word, and thy Life, 
and the Sabbaths, and the Ordinan- 
ces latts this is thy day, we know 


not how ſoon the Lord may take ally 


from us. Oh the eſtate of the poor 
Palatinates, if it be true we hear of 
ther, they have loſt all the means 
of Grace, and they have Idolatiy 


now amongſt them, and their ene- 


mies force them to go to Mals a- 


eainſt their Conſciencesz and they ._ 


cannot fce a. good Miniſter, nor a 
good Chriſtian, but they weep to 
conſider the times they once had: 


Therefore let*s labour to be wiſe in 


the Lord, now while the fair is 3 and 


conlider how. God deals with his . 


Childrens Pſalm 48. 9g. IWe. bave 
thought of thy Name, O Lord in tbe 
mzcyt of the Temple. It is ſpoken 
there of the goodneſs of God to- 
wards Sion: A cup of poylon, anda 


ſtone of ſtumbling: when he had 


ſpoken of all the Bulwarks that God 


had 


: 
\ 
, 
' 
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had made, and all the goodneſs and 
mercy hc had ſhewed to his people, 
an] the malice and wrath of his ene- 
mics: he faith, . This: God is our 
God, even for ever: as if he had ſaid, 
The Lord did provide tor his people 
in Egypt and overthrow proud Pha- 
raob that ſet himſclf again God 
and this is our God. When thou art 
in the Wildernels, this God is thy 
God; when thou art in perſccution, 
this God is thy Gad, and the God of 
alk: thus he fiores up while the tcaſon 
laſts. 

2. Note this, as thou mult ob- 
ferve what Gad doth to others, lo - 
labour to treaſure up thy own expe- 
riences, 1 Tims 4 1$- He hath de- 
livered us, and he doth and will des 
liver us, faith the Apoſtle : and the 
Prophet David ſaith, I remember thy 
judgment of old. Ol well fare a good 
old ftore :; I remember, (aith he, how 
thou didli rebuke Amzlch, and over- 
throw Nimrod, and Ncbuch adi. 22ar, 
and A.bitephel. On its admirable to 
conlider thule things: 1 reccived 
comfurt, faith he God will over: 
. -thioww . 
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throw every enemy, and this is ſtore 
for thy Faith to work upon, Pſal.$9. 
45+ Where are thy former mercies ? 
David is afore-hand with God now 3 
he is not come to buy food juſt at the 
time of famine,bur it's laid up before- 
hand 3 lay in abundantly of all-the 
Promiſes of all kinds, you had better 
leave than lack; and it's the wiſ- 
dom of a man to have ſomewhat to 
ſparc,and to have an over-plus afore- 
hand,that a man may not live feebly, 
and poorly, and be at his wits end 
every turn, and knows not which 
way to ſhift for himſelf, and have no 


' bread in his houſez I mean, nopro- 
viſion of Promiſes by him : Tſaiab. 


4 2+ 23. Who is wiſe, let bim hear for 
after times. As it he had ſaid, You 
nuſt not only lay in Promiſes for the 
preſent, but ſtore them for after- 


wardsz as the Chapman faith, IT 


(hall want this at fuch a time; and 


fo the husbandman faith, 1 ſhall have. 


occaſion tor this or that at ſuch a 
time, and fo get it afore-hand. Oh 
that God would give us thele hearts * 


It is good, as we may ſo ſay, to keep - 


Pro- 


— 
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promiſes in pickle, that we may 
ſpend them at leaſure. Ia the days of 
famine, ſaith the Prophet, thou ſhalt 
bave enonugh. Theſe precious pro- 
miles will be good meat 1n Lent, 
when haply thou ſhalt fit under a 
hollow tree, and creep among the 
Buſhes, then three or tour of theſe 
Promiſes will give a man a good 
meal of comfort z therefore ſtore 
them up, they will do you no harm : 
and when you are driven from houle, 
and home, and friends, and all, theſe 
will exceedingly refreſh. Oh how 
{weetly are they ſcattered up and + 
down in the Word, according to the 
Saints ſeveral neceflitics and occati- 
ons. Bring this precious provifion 
home, leave it not in the Market 
1ts a folly toſay, I have good provi- 
flon, but it is not here, Let the 
Word of God dwell plenteauſly in you, 
and richly in all wiſdom. Obſcrve,l 
mult be plenty, not ſcant; it muſt 
dwell :n you, that you may but ſtep 
alide and bave it there is the marter. 
for your faith to work on. $5 3!fh ig 
the next place, we are to fic Faithi 


for 


$ 


” —_—— 


> drawn unto Chriſl, 


—_— 


L— 


for the ſervice, that it may ſacceed 
with more comfort and better ſpeed. 
'Though a man be a Believer,yet there 
is a great decal of dulneſs and blunt- 
neſs comes upon this grace, though 
he have 1t: Luke 24+ 25. See how 
our Saviour chides his Diſciples, Oh 
g Fools, ſlow and dull of heart to believe, 
&c. So we ought to whet our 
Faith, that it may line and ſquare the 
Promiſes (as it 1s in the Hebrew )that 
it may picrce through the veil of all 
the riches of the freeneſs of Gods 
grace, and ſo bring comfort to us : 
* Irs with the hand of Faith, as it is 
4 Vith the hand of the body, it it be. 
nummed, ſtiff, or frozen, a man muſt 
rub it or warm it before he can hold 
anything; ſoit is with the hand of 
Faith, for Faith is the hand of the 
Soul, it takes hold of that mercy. 
which God hath provided for us in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Now Faith is ſome- 
time nummed and fiitfe through 
carelcſnelſs and looſeneſs 3 therefore 
it's not enough fora man to have 
'$ Faith, but he muſt ſupple and oyl the 
* 1inews of Faith, that he may more 
Tr freely 
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freely. take hold of the Promiſes of 7 
life, and receive comfort from'® 


thence z and that this may be tone 


we mult, firſt maintain the evidench!.* 
of Faith once gotten; with que-"'5 
fiion undeniable, this grace of Faith." 
once gotten, is to be maintained ;' x 
Mark it, I ſpeak not of thoſe that, 
have not Faith it is in vain to bid 3 
man live. by Faith who hath none: Js 
but it's for thoſe in whoſe hcarts®* 
God hath been pleaſed to work this? 
bleſſed grace : This muſt be the care** 
of thoſe that have gotten Faith: he” 
muſt know the nature of Faith in ge- © & 
neral, and of his Faith in particular, 
whether it be of that Faith which® 
Peter ſpeaks of; for there is a great 
deal of Copper-taith .in the World : 
As, that Jctus Chriſt came into the ! 
world to fave finners, and the like : ! 
Now when thou haft gained evig 
dence that thou haſi Faith, then fill if 
up, and keep it by. thee, and labour; 
to make the demonſtration of it fo 
Plain to thy ſoul, that it may be unde- 
 miable., Whata great folly is it fore 
a.man to quciition, when he ſhould 
ule 
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uſe it ? The work mult needs. be 
much hindred, though he have never 
ſo much Faith, when he begins to 

vil with it, and to queſtion whe- 


1cr it be good or no: It's a prover- 
ial ſpeech, He that doubts of his 
way, riff his way for while he 
1s doubting, he goes no way in con- 
clution.: ſo he that quettions whe- 
$hcr he hath Faith or no, gets little 
good at preſent by it3 tell a poor {1n- 
ner of living by Faith, and he ſays,it's 
-$00d news it he had it. *Tis poor 
*:omfort to'bid a man go warm him : 
. when he hath no fire ſo it's poor 
*;omfort to bid a man live by that 
" Fhichhe never had quarrelling and 
Goubting when a man hath it, hin- 
lJers the uſe and benefit of Faith : 
t. . , : 
, Jere is a man that is quarrelling a- 
. out it, when he ſhould live onit; 
© yhen the Diſciples ſaw Jcſus walk- 
bs ng on the Sea, they thought it was 
Fr pirit, bat Jefas ſaid unto thcm, Be 


— good comfort, it 3s I: Now when 
ll "Peter knew it was Chiiſt, being 


” Pmewhat too venturous, be (aid, 


- i" be thon Lord, bid me come unto 


Id. 
ie 
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thee on the water and Chriſt ſaid) 
Come, and Peter going, the water be- 
gan to be boiſtrous, his heart began | 
co fink, &c. and Chiiſt ſaid unto him, 
Ob then of !ittie Faith, wHy dueft 1bou 
doubt ? as it he had a d, 11's now no 
time of Coubting, but a time of We 
lieving : Thc Lo:4 bid him come, . 
and he had grouna enough io come, 
ard lirengtz of Faith to come; but 
when he faw the Waves great and 
troublciom, infiead of belicving, he .|þ 
fell a queſtioning and quarrcelling . 
with the Promiſe : As it 15 with a 
foul rutiy musket, ſhoot ſuch a one 
off, and it will recoil. When Faith 
grows ruſly with doubting, we lit 
down diſmay'd and unſetled ; the ves 
ry queſtioning and quarrelling againli 
the work of Faith, many times doth. 
as much diſable a man to put forth 
-the power of Faith, as if he had no 
Faith at all, 

Secondly, When thou haſt main 
tained ite clearneſs of the work 07 
grace betore gained, then labour to 
bring thy heart to marvelous ſtilnels 
and calmucls from time to time: 

Stayedacls 
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Staycednefs and fi:lneſs of the Soul, 
frames the heart to hold the ſhield 
ſteadily, and bear off the blow coin- 
fortably when it comes 3 thoſe boi- 
- ftrous aftefions, thoſe crowds and 
| troops of troubleſom imaginations, 


1; as fear and jealouſie 3 thcle unrank 


* the frame of the Soul, that it is not 
| at the command of Faiths as it is in 
an Army, when ranks and files are 
broken, they are at a rout, be the 
; Commander - never ſo skiltul, he 
cannot in that condition march on : 
So though we had never {o vidori- 
ous a Faith, yct if the Soul were hur- 
Id up and down ' with thoſe bot- 

| irous diftempers, the Soul could not 


' Þ command Faith. When it was told 


the .Diſciples, Luke 24- 41- that 
'Chrilk was riſen from the dead, and 
had manifeſted himfclt to them 3 the 
Text faith, They believed not,and wo::- 

dered: they would not believe for a 
> while, and 1t was through the vio- 
lence of their joy 3 which made them 
they had no leiſure to believe, As 
& ic's true of moderate affcCtion, foit's 
'}& true of tirong fear, and care and d1- 

4 ſ{tcmpers, 
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ftempers becauſe theſe hurry the Soul 
violently, and tranſport it fo, that 
he cannot believe : as its in a road, 
the Traveller is fitted to go his jour- 


ney , but he is hindred becaule the 


crowd is {o great and firong, that 
they croſs him, and oppole him, and 
are ready tp carry him another way 
againſt his will; juſt ſo it is with a 


foul thus troubled with tumultuous | 
thoughts, eſpecially melancholy, and ' 
thoſe other enemies of the ſoul, as - 


vain imaginations, finful fears, ſin- 
ful ſorrow, diſtempered thoughts 


and caresz that though the heart is 


willing and able to believe, yet thoſe 
ſtirrings of boiſtrous affeRions, they 
croſs Faith in the way, and vear it 


down: there David chides his heatt - 


in Pſalm 43. 5+ even rocks it aſleep, 
and would bring it quiet, ſaying, 
Why art thou ſo diſquieted, Oh my 
Soul, wby art thou diſquieted within 
me © There are things fit our pur- 


poſe in this Text. 


I» That a tumultuous diſkemper 
of heart makes a man lie flat upon his 
back, and ſink into a ſwound. 


; 2. It 
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| 2. It hinders the worx of Faith, 
| mark what follows: Stul traſt 7:2 
© Gad: As it he had ſaid, Leave thole 
. | diltempers of heart, and reli npon the 
- freencls of God's grace. 
3+ David yet looks up to God 
, for mercy: For he 3s yet my God. 
| The veatue of this Rule we tind by 
experience, clpecially in mclancholly 
|  pertons, when they have {warms of 
thoaghts buzzing in their minds; 
(om<times retilets tears, that do 
chaſe their hearts, as the hound dozs 
the Dzer in the Foreſt; and after this 
comes another aftection, and after 
that another and fo at lati they 
come all together : Sometimes the 
hoxrour of a mans conſcience makes 
hue and cry after him, and makes 
him ſay , Oh how my heart {mites 
mz! methought 1 ſaw Hell gaping 
tor me, and the Devil even ſtanding 
& © my Elbow, ready to carry me 
down to everlaſting dettruQion : this 
makes his foul to have ſuch an a- 
mazcment and gaſiline(s of ſpirit, 
that he cannot reach the Promiſe of 
Pp God. Well, take the Lords advice 
G by 


140 


_— - — 


The poor doubting Chriſtian 


by the Prophet : Fear not, but und 

fill, and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord: 

that is, lay afide thoſe reltileſs imagi- 

\ nations, and thoſe crowds of fooliſh 

; conceits\ ſtand ſtill and be quiet,and 

"1 with the eye of Faith bchold the (al- 
 _wationof God. 

A third Rule how Faith may be 
fitted for the work : take notice of 
this. In the want of any means, do 
not firſt ſeck for them and in the 
preſence of any means God affords, 
look not firſt to them for ſuccour 
and ſupply, but firſt go to the Pro- 
miſe, that it may ſupply what you 
need, and that the Promiſe may blels 
what means you have. Itis an un- 
comfortable and diſorderly courſe, 
for a man barely and fiiſtly to look 

m at thoſe things which are within the 

compals of Scnſe, and ſo range up 

and down in the uſe of the means, 

i. when the Promife and Chriſt are the 
F liſt thought of in our hearts. As for 
inſtance : Ina time of poverty, how 
doth the Soul untit it fcl1f for the 
Promilc? When a man fces his cliate 
low, and hc is like to come to mi- 
(ery, 


draw unto Chriſt. 


| (ery, he faith, I have ſome good 


friends that will not fee me want, 
I have ſo much means left yet, and 
I have my health and firength, and 
I hope to get a poor living. Not one 
word all this while ot a Promiſe: 
But what fay you to this? If death 
take away all thy friends, ſicknels 
take away thy health and ſtrength, 
hre or thieves take away all thy 
goods, whither wilt thou now go ? 
When then at a dead lift as we com- 
monly fay, he is fain to go to that 
mercy which endureth for ever. Oh 
friend, are you there: now? Why 
came you not thither at firft ? Well, 
fince thou are come, realon thus: I 
am like to be poor, and my triends 
may dye , and thieves may rob me 
of all my goods, but the mercy 
of the Lord cndureth for ever. So 
a Miaiſter, that 1s faithful, deſiies to 
preach iruittully, and to the bene- 
tit of che Congregation 3 and then 
we catch at the h:1ps that are near at 
hand, and we goto our Books and 
Studies, cur wits and pains, and think 
theſe will io i deed. Wedo will 
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ſhall proſper. 


in all this; but the fault is in the 
order of doing them. Haply God 
knocks off man's wheels, and a 
man 15 not able to come to the bot. 
tom of the point ; and if he beable 
to compals the truth in {ome mea- 
ſure, yet God blaſts all he doth, aud 
there is no good comes to the Souls 
of his people 3 at laſt heis tain to go 
tothe Promiſe; and then the poor 
Miniſter ſaith, Load, thou halt faid 
thou wilt be with thy faithful Mint 
tiers to the end of the world: Little 
ſfirength there is in us but be thou 
with us, Lord : now the work goes 


on again, The Tradc{man is honeſt 


and paintu), and he hopes to com- 
paſs a good eltate by his Calling, his 
fiock is good and great, and his kill 
1s ſufhcient, and his peny worth ſhall 
be as reaſonable as any others, and 
his acquaintance are many : Then 


God blafis all theſe, and then he * 
- comes to the Promiſe, as in Pſalm 1- 


3+ Whatſocuer the righteons doth it 


| 


| 


Hold here now, and \ 

fay, I cxpe& all from the Promile, 

mercy and f{uccour from the Pro- 

Tp mile, 
x INE. 
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miſe. This was the courſe that F a- x 
© cob took, Gen. 32. 9, firlt he wreliled | 
with God and overcame him then | 
he wrefiled with his brother Eſazx, | 
and faith, O God of my Father Abra« | 
ham, ad God of my Father Ilaac, 

which ſaidſt unto me, Retwrn into | 
:hine own Country, and IT will do thee 

good 5 Tam not worthy the leaſt of all 
thy mercies: Lord, deliver me from 
the band of my brother Eſau, for I | 
fear him. Thus he wreſtled with the 
Lord by vertue of a promiſe, over- 
came him , and then overcame his 
brother Eſan, Hebrews the 13+ 4, 
5. Marriage is honourable among 
all men, and the bed wundefiled : but 
whoremongers and adulterers God will 
judge» But how will you have help 
againſt this covetouſneſs? A man 
would have ſaid thus ; You have got 
a good portion, and but little charge, - 
and many friends: but this courſe 
God takes : for he faith, I will never 
leave thee aor forſake th:e. And thus 
when I have chaſed away Doubting, 
then Faith 1s ready, and the Shicld is + 
+  {courcd. 
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Now for the ordering of Faith in 
the work, there are two things tobe 
aſtended to. 


1- How the Soul ſhould get to the 
Promiſes. 

2. How the Soul ſhould take, re- 
ceive and improve this ſufficiency 
and _— that 15 in God. 

1. How the Soul ſhould get to the 
Promiſe: You ſe all is ready, the 
way open, and Faiths fitted. There 
are three Rules to be obſerved, how 
the Soul may get to the Promiſe. 

1- Throw cf all power and abi- 
lity in. thy {clf. Nevertheleſs, faith 


the Apoſtle, I livez yet not I, but 


Chrift liveth inme:; It is not I that 
live by any power of my ct, but 
Chriſt liveth in mc. It was Chriſt's 


quickning, reviving, and enabiing, 


though he had Faith. Thrnow.faith the 
Prophet, Fer. 10. 23+ that tbe way of . 


man is not in himſelf, neither 1: it int 
man to direq bis own ſteps. So do 


thou ſay, it ever thou wouldſi have | 


thy heart fitted to go to the Promiſe, 
Say, It is not here, Lord it is not in 
this vain mind, it 15 not in the pow- 


"4 
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erof this dead heart, or any paſſage 


© thatever I received, whereby I am. 

able to believe in thee. I mean the 
© principle of life is not here, the 
_  Tootof Faith is in the Promile, and 
from thence it comes into the Soul. 


AS it is with a Mariner, when the 
' Ship is upon the ground in the ebb 
" and low water, he doth not expe: 
* to tug his Ship to the Shore by any 
powcr of himſelf ; $o, It is not in. 
my wiſdom that can dire& me, and : 
itis not in my weapon that can de- 
fend 3 it is not this humility that can - 
bring my ſoul down : It is not here, 
it isnot I, Lord, that can rett, or go 
to a Promitle 3 even all our abilitics 
are at a low ebb: All that we are, 
or can do, is to empty our ſelves and 
fit our fclves, and get up the main 
malt that is, let the Soul be ready. 
| fora Promiſe, and by vertue of that 
. be carricd Hceaven-ward, and Chriſt- 
ward, Take notice of this in your 
own Souls, that the heart would be- 
gin at home : It a teinptation come, 
the heart of it {elt would overcome 
+ itzandit aduty to bz done, the heart 
©" BY us '"W 
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of it {cl would pextorm it : and if 
oppoſition come, the heart of it ſell 
would rchiſi it. O remember that a 
man- offers an 1njury againſt Reaſon, 
Senſe, and Religion, and all. Now 
thy Faith begins to wreſtle with 
him and his dealing 3 and conſcience 
checks, and thou wilt tear thy own 
heart out of thy own bolom. *' Bre- 
thren, this will not do it : when a 


Li oe AAl 


Ship of an hundred Tun is upon ' 


ground, the Marriners may pull and 
cug their hearts out, ere they make 
hcr go. Oh go then and fay, It is not 
I that can be patient, and put up a 
wrong, be quiet, expect it not from 
hence. Let the heart lic 11], till the 
wind and tyde, and promiſe come, 
and that will carry thee. 

The Second Rule, Bring the 
promiſe home to thy hcart, that the 
promiſe may bring thy heart to it: 
and thas I would have you reaſon : 
Thc Lord }]fus Chriſt, by the pow- 
er of his Spirit, is in the pxomile un- 
deniably, and undoubtedly, and un- 
ſpeakably accompanying in his 
manner, as he ſhall fcc fire. This 1 


{av, 


I 
it 
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arawn unto Chriſt. 


Chriſt doth really and continually 
accompany the promiſe for the good 
of his : Hence it is called, The Spirit 
of promiſe; for there 15 an Almighty 
creating work goes along with the 
Promiſe. And 1 reafon thus : That 
Word that: diſcerns the thoughts ot 
the hearts of men, that Word muſt * 
needs have the Almighty Work ot ' 
God's Spirit accompanying of 1t : 
{o far as God hath promiſed it, not 
when thou haply think'& it fit, brit 
when God ſees it fit. He doth it 
as a voluntary workman , therefore - 
thou conſidereſt that there is an Al» 
mighty power, and a fulncf5 in the 
promiſe. Then lay that pronufe up- 
on thy own hegtrt, and conclude it, 
and look for yertue from thence, to 
draw thy ſoul to it again, 

I have ſeveral paſſages to expreſs. 
this more fully. Facob would not 
believe that Foſeph was alive, or it 
he were alive, he had but little 
means , and was poor, Ger 45+ 26, 
27, 28, 29, But when be jap 'the 
chariots that Joleph bad ſent bin,tb#: 
Es” G 5 be - 
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be believed and ſaid, I bave enough; 


Joſeph my Son liveth. The Chatiots 
lent from Joſeph to Facob, brought 
Facob to Foſeph. So cvery belicving 


{oul is poor and feeble, and diſabled 


to go to God, and to believe in the 


Lord Jeſus Chrilt ; therefore look 


thou unto the Chariots of Tſracl firſt, 


and that will convey thee to the Pro- 


miſe : As it is with the Miler, fuſi 
he pares the Mill ftitly,, and orders all 
the occaſions thereot, and when the 
ſtones are fit, and laid to go, yet it 


will. not, till the ſluce be pulled up, 
and the watcr run that drives the. 
Mi!] : So. the Soul is hunibled, -and : 
lics icvet with the Lord and his. 
Fruta, and 15 content to yield to his. 


conditions 3 but now the foul ot it 


{clt. init (elf, cannot go, it bath not - 
the principie of going z but let down . 
_ Ehy tiuce of th£ promife, and let that 


come to thy neazi, and it will bring, 
thy ſou! hame to the Lordzas Luke 1 9: 
g. This day Salvatioa is come to thy 
byuſe : Not to the walls of thy houlc, 


out to. men that are in thy houſe. 
ne to ſalvation, but. 


They, did not coi 


| "Draws unto fo Chriſt. [19 | 


{falvation came to them. The Lord 

ſent ſalvation to (alute the houte ot - 

little Zachews. \ | 
The third Rule. When-the peo- 

mile is thus come home to thee, and! 

thou {ccfi the {uſhcievcy and autho- - 

rity of it, then all thou haſt to do is 

thisz In the fircam of that promile, - 

be carricd home to the promiſe. The 

Prodigal, Luke 1 5- 1s (aid to be like a -- 

loft ſpeep. (Mark this, for it con-+ 

cerns. you, Poor creatures.) The 

poor ſheep 15 wandering. up and-- 

down, now in the mouth of the Ly- 

on, and then in the briars, and {ome- 

times in the pit- The Text ſaith, He - 

leaveth ninety nine to ſec Kibat > Thac | 

1s, 10 compariſon of wilt care he- 

expreſſeth to the loſt theep3 he lea-: 

veth a man regenerate not carelcſly, \- 

but he will not expreſs fo great love -- 

as toa poor loſt manz And though. - 

thou canſi not find the way to Hea- 

ven, yet he will nad it th2c5 lic thou 

upon the ſhoulders of Chriſt. When *- 

thou tindeſt thy heart feeble and | 

weak, and thy (elf unable to belicve, -- | 

then the Lon lefus Chiilt brings the - | 
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vith thy (elf for ever, 


Spirit of grace, and that comes to 
{cck, and Jeſus Chiilt lays that Soul 
of thice upon his ſhouldets, that is, 
vpon,the riches of the frecnels of his 
grace : Therclore It thy hart be. 
tranſported by . the power . of that. 
grace, and by the vestue of that mer- 
cy that Gcd hath made known to 
thee for thy cvcrlaſting good. When 
the chariots are come, gct up into 
them. The Loxd [clus Chriſt is 
gone vp to Heaven, and bath ſent 
thcle chariots tor thee, therefore 
get thee up, and lay,Lord, take me up - 
with thee. When the Mariner hath 
Sea-r0om cnough, he cares for no - 
man, it he can but obſerve the chan- 
nel he looks not {o much at his oar, 
Or any thing, ſo that he can but ob- . 
{exve the channel. This channel is the 
fujl tyde of promiſe 3 thercfore lay - 
thy f{clf upon the promite, and ſay, 
Lord, in the vertue of that grace, 
and in the power of that Spiric, car- 
Ty.me 5 and mn the riches of that mer- 
cy of thine, Lord convey the heart of | 
this poor ſinner, and make me happy 


Again, | 


* e< wo 
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Again, Never let a quick ftock 
lie dead by youz it's monſtrous ill 
husbandry not to be trading with a 
quick ſtock. AS it 15 in the world 
with temporals, even fo it is in our 
ſpiritual eftate. Though a man have 
little for the preſent, yet it he have* 
ſome old reverſions to come, it will 
refreſh his heart, and bear him vp in 
time of poverty and miſery; and 

; he ſaith, It he can'make but a ſcram- 
- bling ſhift for a while, for ſo long 
time, then he hopes to live as well as 
'' any man 1n the Country : So there 
31s{orne of the Promiſes we have in 
poſicſhon. Oh, but there is the re- 
verfhon of old promiſes , old rents. 
As old rents of Farms that were lett 
long ago, when the Leafes come out, 
they are worth treble the rent they 
'' were lett for at the firit: fo there are -- 
old rents of comfort and mercy 3 as, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inberit 
the Kingdom prepared for you» Then 
no more tcars, no more trouble, no 
more {orrow, no more fin, Oh get 
thoſe into your hands, and have then . 
in uſc, and ſay, The day will come 
” | When. . 
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when we {hall have happineſs an} vo 
joy beyond all that the tongue of hx 
man can expreſs, or the heart cogs 
ccive. Though we are buifeted with 
many fcmptations, and wearied it 
with a world of corruptions, yet v 
we ſhall be ſaved, faith Faith : Thus « 
a man may make a pretty good ſhift- » 
tolive upon theſe terms, though we 
have nothing elle to live upon in the 
world. Remember what I ſpeak. 
now. and labour to fafien this truth. 
upon thy heart, That there. is not. 
only preſent good in thy {clf, but 
In anather, and reſerved by another - 
for thy: comfort, and be thou con- 
tent ibThould be (o , not only to look - 
what thou haſt, but conſider that the 
greateli part of thy glory, 1s in the 
glory of a Chriſt; and the greatcſt . 
part of thy wiſdom , is in the wit-- 
dom of a Chriſt; and the greateſt. 
part of thy liberty, in the liberty of a. 
Chriſt; and thy riches, in the -riches - 
of a Chriſt, And know, whatever 

15 11 Chriſt thou haſt ic all as thine, 
fobn 3. 12. Behold what love the Fa- 
ther bath ſhewed to us, that we are 
naW - 
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drawn unto ChrifF. 


now the Sons of God! I tcil you, 


brethren, this 15 a marvellous privi- 


Idge, and.it you had no more but 
this, you had a child's portion ; but 
it appears. not what we ſhall have, 


we have but a glimpſe now : what : 


think you will the Harveſt be? Now 
we have but the fips of it, what ſhall 
then the full cups be, when we ſpall 


fee Chriſt as be is? Thus did Moſes - 


improve his cliatc, Heb. 11. 26, He 
bore all atthctions comfortably z yea, 


He eftecemed ihe reb;+hc5 of Chriſt as . 
greater riches than the treaſcires of - 


Egypt » Wry, becazſe be hid aj: eye to 
the recomfteiice of the reward. We aC- 
Count not of a mans cttate for what 
he hath jn prefent poſtcſſion ; but 
what 15 like to bctal him, and what 
he is boru unto. What Mrs did, 


do thou: -Rcmcmber thou bait a. 


g00d ſtock upon the ground, which 
will pay all thy dcbt, and yet hve 
like a man too. Tliowgh thou hatt 


many -corruptions, mavy dilgraces 


cali upon thee though thou hatt 


little firength, and art at great lofs |» 


in, point, of comtort 3 yer there 15 


cnou gn | 
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enough in Heaven, enough in Chriſt, tY6 
both of riches and comfort. Let thy anc 
ſoul then be careful to make all theſes mY 
preſent with thee for thine. .own 0 
good. hi 


But ſome will ſay, How may a 
man expect that from the Promiſe, 
which God intends, and will un- 
doubtedly beſtow ? 

For anſwer hereunto, I will 
ſhew what thou may*lt expect, and 
what God will undoubtedly beſtow. 
It thou doſt believe, Heaven and 
Salvation are certainly thine, and - 
perſeverance to the end , and that 
manner aud meaſure of afhliance, 
that may make thee fit for perſeve- 
rance : Thee three things grow here. 
But for temporal bleſſings which we 
deſire, and that meaſure of ſpiri- 


tual bleſſings which we muſt have 3 - 


10 much grace, and ſo much afliſt- 
ance, and ſo much abilities to do du- 
ties God doth nor engage himſelt 
to befiow theſe. But that. which 
God <cnegageath hunilcli to bettovr, - 
both tor ccmporal ind' {piritual blct- 
lipgs, It may be dilcoycr,s in theſe. 
| chice.. 


m mn 
Firſt, 


more {upply * 

an{wers not » and he 1abours to 100 
iſe, where God faith 

to bis, an 
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bcſtow theſe. things : Look for thy Fev 
firſt 3 and then for the other. ki 
Again, Another Chriſtian laboyy anc 
exceedingly for the aflftirance q Wi 
Gods love and cannot obtain it, and iv 
{ceks to God in the uſe of the Promi. w 
ſes, and yet he cannot find it fetled, n 
Well, God will give thee comfon a 
and conſolation, but in. his own 
time. And know this, that com. 
monly the Lord never dcbars the ſoul 
of comfort, but he fees the heart is 
not fit for it, Thy heart would be 
proud and careleſs, and God would 
| hear no more of the:, and thy fail 
would overturn the vcat 3 therefore 
when God hath abaſcd thy heart, and 
made thee content ro want whathe 
ſhall deny,then he will give thee afſu- 
Tance, but it muti be in his order. 
And this is the reaſon why the molt 
{moak out their days in diſcontent 
the reaſon is, There is a proud heart 
and a ſturdy ditpoſition of ſpirit that 
will not come unto Gods terms. . AS 
it 15 with a Phylicianz he will not 
give a Cordial tohis Paticnt, when 
be will: for if he were in a burning 
Fe{VCL,. 
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were the Next WA) to {nd 
. - > bat firſt he purges him; 
him fit , and then gives 
him A Cordial : Ov it is 10 tele 
he Lord 


things which thou cravell, © 
when thou (halt. 


will give thee the, 
it of comfort, and aſſurances 


Y > and 


digeli theſe 1110853 


will give them. 
Secondly » The Lord will onVC 
as ternporal blefſings, and at. 


meaſure of ſpiritual, in h1 
thou and 1 WOY d, 


254 
our SavViOou 
. She thought in 


omamand : but he an 


» and we Wanl lirengih 3 
-Orruptions, and {cr 20S, 3 »(\itt- 
ance : But what have 1 19 GD &ith 
tha! prod heart, lays ON 
my 1me is not yeb come: 
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have it now, as they ſaid, Wilt thy 
now reſtore the Kingdom to Iſrael: met 
God will do in his own time,and we we 
muſt wait his leafure. This is on; kn 
thing that doth neceſſarily accom. as 
pany. the Covenant of Grace, as ] be 
have ſhewed defore. That the Loxd ©0' 
ſhould diſpenſe of his Kingdom ti 
when he pleaſeth, and not when we \ 
will. When the Lord fſces thefe 1 
bleſſings of Spiritual mercies and 
Temporal favours are ripe, and moſt 
(calonable to thy neceflity 3 then 
thou ſhalt have them: but the time 
15 in God's hand. 

Thirdly, The Lord doth not pro- 
miſe inſuch a manner and meaſure, 
and ſuch a peculiar thing, to give 
that temporal bleſſing, and that ſpiri- 
tual afliftance we delirez but the Lord. 
will do that which he knows moſt 
in : forſothe Text ſays, Feed me with 
jood convenient for me» There was 
Faith now; he wholly rcters him- 
{clft to God. When a man comes to 
the Taylor to have a garment made, 
he doth not cut out the Garment 
himſ{clf, but rcters it to the judge- 

F ment 
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: ment of the workman. 
we we do, refer our ſelves to God, and 


Ine know, God promileth nothing, but 
Mm. 


drawn unto Chriſt. 


So muſt 


as he ſees it fit for thy good. It may 
be thou ſhalt not have this bleſſing, 
or that grace, AS it is with a Pot- 
ter, he is minded to make ſo many 
veſſels of honour : ſo it the Loxd-will 
make thee a veſlc] ot kenvur,go away 
contented; whether thou haſt ſo 
much proſperity, and ſo much good, 
or no,and {o much grace,it Skills not; 
it is enough that thou axt elc&ed to 
eternal happineſs. 

Now you fee how to manage 
and improve the Promiſe aright for 
your belt advantage, and to expect 
that from the Promiſe which it will 
yield. 

Again, Another particular 18 
this third Rule of living by Faith, is 
this : How to take, and how to en- 
joy the {ap and ſweet of the promiſe, 
and to live by it. When the Huſ- 
bandman hath ſown his ground, and 
his fruit is ripe, and he hath reaped 
it, then he muſt gather in his corn 
that he may live upon it, So let us 

gather 
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gather in the Promiſes when we (anc 
the beſt advantage 3 now Ict us tak;it 5 
the gain, and Jive by 1t,and that com nu 
fortably too, in thc proot of God; th 
goodneſs therein. For this end, lg tt 
-me ſuggeſt thele hive Dircctions, GC 
Firſt, Thou feeſt what God isin | 
the Promiſe : and thou expecte(t ne 1 
more than God is there. Then, cye 1 
that particular good in the Promiſe 
which thou ſtandeſt in nced of eye 
that good in Chriſt, and in the Pro- 
miſe, and then ſet Gods power and 
Faithfulneſs a work to bring that 
good, and his Wiſdom to continue 
it, As for inſtance; I am in perſe- 
cution, and either I would havede- 
liverance and ſafety, that I might not. 
be impriſoned, or clſe comfort and 
refreſhment, if the Lord carry me 
thitherz and therefore I would fee 
all this in the Promiſe, Kill reſerving 
the conditions before mentioned. If 
thou art in priſon, cye liberty and 
preſervation in Chriſt, he that is the 
great Dcliverer of his people, and 
carricth his people in his own 
hands: And then {ct Gods power 


: and 
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«and faithfulneſs a work, that can do 
kit; aud his wiſdom, that can conti- 
m- nue it for thy good. That which 
d; thou ſeeſt and needcelt in the Promile, 
lt that the Power and Wiſdom of 


arawn unto Chriſt. 


—— 


God may communicate to thy Soul. 
This is the meaning of that place, 
Pſalm 37. 5+ Commit thy ways unto 
the Lord, truſt in him, and be ſhall 
bring it to paſs. Root thy (elf, and 
lay all thy occaſions upon the Lord : 
Therefore the Apoſile ſaith, 1 Pet. 5+ 
7. Hurl 'yorrr care upon the Lord, for 
he careth fir you- It 15 Gods proper 
office and work : he careth for thy 
Soul, therefore lay it all upon him, 
and put over all thy care into his 
hands, and ſet his power and faithful- 


 nefsa work); only this is here a little 


to be ſcanned. I ſpeak not this, that 
we ſhould take no care at all, but 
ſay, Hang all the weight and burden 
upon the Lord. The Brewer he 
tumbles the Barrcl of Bcer, and he 
rouls it,but it's the carth that bears 1t; 
So what ever trouble is in thine eye, 
or ear, or heart, roul jt upon the 


Lord. That is thyas : The weight 
| ot 
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of a man lies eſpecially in thre 
things, which a man muſt hurl of 
himſclf, and lay upon che Lord, E; 
ther a man (hall nor be able to knog 
what he ſhall do, or what he is com/ 
manded : Or elic, Secondly, He {hal 
not be able to do what God cots 
mands, and he knows: 


what he doth. It 1s not a ti16udble to 
do what we can, or to employ our 
ſelves as we are able: bur thus is the. 
trouble, when the heart faith , I 
know not what the mind of God 
153 or, Iſhall not do what 1 know; 
or, it will not {ucceed : or, No, it 1s: 


Or elſe 
Thirdly, He ſhall not tind fuccefs i 


bh LO ER as FICY 


not in my power. Now leave all theſe 


with God , 


and meddle not with, 


them, but put them over to the Lord, 
and meddle with thine own duty , | 


and with thine own work; and let 
God alone with his: and ſay a4 
unto the Lord, In truth, 45 

15 not in my power, it is not in Fa 
parts or work, either to compals 
that wiſdom, that is able to di- 
rect my {clf, or to have any power 
to do all that is commandcd, much 


Its 
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Jeſs to give good ſucceſs. Lord, I 
will not medd!e with that, but leave] 
it to thy Majeſty: if thou in- thy 


power canli not, nor in thy Per 
fulneſs and gooineſs careſt not for 


thy poor helplc(s creature, then I am 
content : and if thou wilt not be 
faithtul, then Lam content to be mi+ 


ſerabie. 


And fo alſo thou mayeſt ſuppoſe 
a man (hat hath promiſcd to under- 


take {ome bulineſ(s for a friend, and 
in the end it proves ſomewhat trou- 
bleſom , and therefore he wiſhes his 


friend to take it again into his own 


| hands) for it is very troubleſom : But - 


a man wall leave it to him, and ſay, 
He hath engaged himſelf to do it,and 
he will not look after it; I will not 
meddle with it any more. So what 
end it 15 that is in God's Royal Pre- 
rogative, leave it with God, and do 
not meddle with it, Let God now 
look to it; leave it to his faithful- 
neſs and power to accompliſh it : (0 
did Abrabam, Rom. 14+ 18, 19, 20s 
Abraham above hope believed under 
bope, that be Jhexls be the Father of 


many 
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many Nations. Sarah's womb wig 
barren,and his body dead, and yet he 
mult have a Son : And therefore he 
ſet God's power a work, and faith, x. 


_ 21-Lord,this body is dead,and Sar 


is barren : there is no help here : but 


- thou art able, and thou haſt engaged) 


thy ſelf to do it. You fee he lets 
God's power to work, and puts 
over all the right and burthen of the! 
care upon the Lord. And therefore) 
ſays Mordecai, Efther 4. 14. If thos, 
bold thy peace at this time, comfort and 
deliverance ſhall come from ſome otber 
Plate. He was reſolved that God had, 
deliverance from his Church , and' 


would not deny his Truth. Salvatt- - 


en will come.,laith the Text. He knows 


_ -iot the place or the means: but he 


-knows Salvation will come. So {t 
thou God's power and faithfulneſs 
to work,” and not thy own care: 
Commit itto the Lord, and huit thy 
care upon him, ſofar as concerns the 
burthen of it. -This is the firſt Dire- 
Qion. a 
Secondly, By Faith go to the Pro- | 


milk again for help. and” power (0 


walt 


6. WP 
'T* 
» 


V 
| 
[ 
: 
! 
. 
| 
| 


im. _— 


drawn unto Chriſt. 


— 


wait on God 1n that way, and tb 
look towards God in the ult of thoſe 
means that he hath appointed for the 
attaining oft that good which his 
power will work for thee: God 
will certainly workit: And ſo thou 
muſt meet God. in the courſe of his 
providence, in the improvement 
ot the means he hath appointed for 
thy good. Obſerve thou this provi- 
dence, and do thou what God re- 
quires : for otherwiſe we live not by 
Faith, but tempt God, and throw a- 
way the Promile and all; and deprive 
our ſelves of that.good which God 
would beſtow z we not walking in 
that way which he hath appointed. 
Luke 24 49. when our Saviour 
| was to go to Heaven, he faid, Beba!d 
I ſend the promiſe of my Father a= 
mon2jt you : but tarry you in theCity 
of Jcralalem, watil you be indued with 
power from above. Chriſt would in- 
due them with the Spirit 3 but they 
mult tarry at Feraſalem, and wait for 
it. So I ſay, Would'fi thou have 
grace and the Spirit from above, and 
the wealth of the world ? then walk 
oe -2 
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in that way God hath appointed; 
ſtay at Feruſalem, and be in the way, | * 
and meet God in his providence, and 
then thou (halt receive from hispow- 
er and faithfulneſs what thou nced- 
«ft, Thou wouldſt have God blcls 
thee in thine cſtate, and yct thou 
wouldſt be idle and carelcfs : but this 
will not do the deed: God would 
'give thee a bleſſing, but thou art not 
there to take it. This 15 the excellen- 
cy of the Promiſes of God 3 as they 
require conditions before they be- 
ſtow-mercies 3 ſo they make us able 
to be partakers of the conditions, 
and give the conditions: As for Ex- 
ample, Ezek. 36. the Lord in the 
former part of the Chapter promi- 
ſeth to give them many things 3 but 
how ? It muſt be by Prayer, and 
humbling themſelves before him : he 
will give thee a Family-blcſling, by 
Prayer in it; and a Blefling in pri- | 
vate, by Prayer in piivatez and 
firength againſt ſin, and power a- 
gainlt corruption: But 1 will be 
tought unto for. all theſe, ſaith the 
Lotd: and the Text faith, Bleſſed # 


ibe 
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the man that walketh in bis integrity; 
and his children after bim. Therefore 
walk thou in the integrity of thine 


' heart; that's the condition of a Chri- 


ſtian in general; or as a husband, or 
as a wife, or as a ſervant, in the par- 
ticular. This the Promiſe requires- 
But mark this now : The ſame pro- 
milc that requireth the conditions, 
will help us. to- perform the conditt- 
ons: and the ſame Lord what faith, 
I will be intreated and ſought to for all- 
theſe; the ſame Lord ſaith, Pal. 10. 
17. He prepareth their bearts to pray- 
Go thou therefore to God to help 


_ thee to pray, that he may b:ftow his 


bleſſing upon chee , which he hath 
promiſed, Ezek, 26.27. He will firſt 
give them a new beart, then r-ach 


them to walk, in bis ways. So it thou 


wilt walk in his ways, thou ſhalt 
have his bl.ſfings3 therefore go thou 
by the power of Faith ro the Promi- 
les of God for (ircvgth. and grace, 
and in that thou mult uſe the means 
appointed, and then cxpcA a blefiing 
from it in the courie of his provi- 
dence. Now . is God's power and 
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I 
faithſulnel (et a work. pF 
The third Dircttion. We muſt | d 
ſet it down, and conclude it, that | 
; 

| 

| 


—— 


| 


God will do it; ſo ſhall we receive in | 
the ways of -his providence whatlo- |- 
ever he hath promiſed to give. That | 
is the work of Faith, and that 1s to 
draw ſap and vertue from the Pro- 
miſe, John 3. 33. There by ſcaling is 
meant ſealing to the Promiſe. . This | 
is the nature of ſcaling, when a | 


man hath drawn the Articles of a+ 
greement, and when they have feal- | 
cd, the whole matter is done. So. | 
Faith muſt make the Promile authen- 
tical, and put a ſeal to it that itis | 
ecrue, and faith, It is done in Heaven, 
and 1 amfully reſolved, and fetledly | 
perſwaded thereof, that I ſhall have | 
whatever I have believed, and thou 
haſt promiſcd, and 1 have uſcd 
means in the ways of thy provi- 
dence. Famous is that of Abraham, ' 
Gen.2 2-5. The Lord had biddecn him 
{acrifice his Son, and yet had (41d be- 
fore he ſhould live © and therefore | 
when he came to the place, he (aid to 
his ſervants, Abide you bere with tbe 
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Aſſes5 for I and the Child will po you» 
der aud ſacrifice, and return again to 
youwe He thought to Sacrifice him, 
and yet by Faith be believed that he 


. ſhould bring 1ſazc again. So I would 


have 2 poor Saint of God believe 
and conclude. . When thou tindeſi 
thy comforts like Taac's, ia the aſhes, 
and thy cliate helpicts- and hopelcls, 
yet even then ſet God's power a 
work, and wait upon 01m in the ute 
of the means that he hath appoint» 
ed, and there conclude it, and brivg 


+ . patience, power, and acliverance, 


and fo in every kind, according to 
all thy neccfiitics. Yet remember 
this, Expe& no more from the 


| Promiſe, than God will give inthe 
Promiſe ; but fay, My fins ſhall be 


maſtered one day, and thele tempta- 
tions ſhall one day be overthrovn, 
that have ſo long annoyed the foul of 
thy ſervant :;. 1 have begg'd fuccour 
apainli theſe corruptions within, ard 
fhele temptations without, and yet 
1-15 not 3 but 1 know 1's done 4n 
Heavens it wants. nothing but the 
takipg out z thou wilt beltow7 vpon 

» 1 thy. 
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thy ſervant what thou ſee fit, 
i Sam- 1. 18. Flannsb wept lore, and 
praycd to the Lord, and went away, 
and was no more forrowful ; and the | 
{aid, Lord, I believe that I ſhall &- | 
ther have a child, or that which is as 
good, or better : now the bulinels 
was done. But imagine the Lord de- | 
lays, and does not ſuddenly accom: | 
pliſh what he intends, and thou haſt ' 
uſed means to receivez he gives | 
not, grants not, nor ſcnds not fuc- 
cour according to thy defire, and 
the tenure of the Covenant, as thou 
conceaveſt, 

Then in the fourth place, Faith 
is to take up its ſtand, and ſtay till it 
come : as thou rclolveſi fo it will bc: 
ſtay till it be, apd ſtay it out. Here 
1s much work to do. We prevent 
God's kindneſs, when we go away 
before he be willing to beſiow a 
kindneſs on us. But Faith will not | 
do ſo: he that believes, daes not- 
make halt: he makes haſt to obey, 
but he ſays, and reſolves that it will 
be. The viſien is for an af pointed 
zzme, therctore wait for it. Thou 

ark, 
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are peſtered wich thy fins, and haſt: 
Iaboured by Faith to ſubaue them : 
and thy eſtate is low, and thou haſt 
| Jaboured by Faith for deliverance:and' 
yet it comes not : therefore ſtay till 
God ſees fir, aud it will come, Pſalm. 
123. 2+ As the eyes of a ſervant look. 
| tothe bands of bis maſter; and the eyes 
| of a maiden to her miſtreſs: ſo our eyes” 
wait upon the Lord our Gad, until be 
have mercy upon us It is-not, Till 
I will, or till I ſee fit; or-according- - 
to my mind : - but until- the -Lord--+ 
have mercy. We fuddenly flide a- 
way from the Covenant which the - 
Lord makes with us: becauſe we: 
have it not when we will, thercfore- 
we go away, 1 Sam-13-13-When Se-- 
| muel tarnied long, and the people be- - 
gan to murmur, Saul went and offer-: 
el a barnt-offering to the Lord : and - 
therefore Samucl faid unto him,Thon: * 
baſt done fooliſhly, and baſt- not kept- 
the Commandments of thy God, which 
be commanded thee : for now would 
the Lord b ve eſtabliſhed the Kingdom 
j wpon \rael for ever. It Saut had | 


fizyed the Lores time, he would F 
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have «ftabliſhed the Kingdom upon 


Iſrael tor ever: but he prevented the 
Lord's kindnets, and oftered Sacritice 


unſealonably and finfully. So it is | 
many times with a proud, pettiſh, 


raſh and diliemperxed heart : if we 
have not what we would, and when 
we would, then we are all amort, 
and murmur, and ſay, Why ſhould 
we wait any longer * Thou haſt 
done fookſhly. Haſt thou prayed 
and looked to the Promiſe thus long, 
and wilt thou now give over ? The 
Lord would have comforted thee, 
had thou gone on : but the Lord 
bath withdrawn himſelf from thee, 
becauſe thou haſt withdrawn thy 
heart from the Promiſe. When the 


carriage 15 heavy, and the way dead, 


there are many fore pulls, and oft the 


Waggon is ata itand; and if a man 


ſhould then go away and give over, 
all his work were loſt. Therefore ſtay 
thou till the Lord ſhew mercy. Thus 
long thou haſt calPd, and ſought, and 
lookt up to the Promile, and waited 
upon the Lord, and attended upon 


the frecncls of his grace , once more - 


haply 
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haply would have done it : thy heart 
was almoſt humbled, thy tin was 
almoſt conquered.: Oh thou til!y 
Soul, why didit not thou nold it out ? 
It would have come at the lat, my 
life for thine. Now take heed of 
this; if the time fcem tcdious, and 
thy heart begins to link, and thy ſpi- 
fit is weary 3 take heed of flying off, 
take heed of ſhifting for thy own 
comfort, and looking to bale ends 
and aims :- no, hold thy mind toand 
keep thy. eye of Faith apon the Bro- 
mile, and ftay it out till God fce the 
time fit: and know, it's the belt 
time, when it's God's time. In the 
17.-of the Afr, verlc 31. Pat lays, 
Except theſe 'abide in the' ſhip, "theſe. 
catinot be-fafe. 1 Every man was SKip-: 
mg over-board to ſave hinelt : but 
Paul tiaycd them. A man would 


have thought otherwiſe 3 but the A- 


poltle knew. it was not {o for. the 


Eordtad revealed it to him. So'l 
| (iy; Be thy) temptations never-fo- 


Rrong,' afid thy ſras never fo many, 


and thoubeginhe(to complain, and 
layeſi, I have ctyed; Lord, and ſought 


carnelts 
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— Iity labour cagontend with God, and 


carnelily, and yet my. condition is 
worſe, and my ſoul more finful, and 
I amleſ(s able to help my fclt , there 
15 No more {uccour to be expcucted., 
Now take heed of going out of the 
thip, and from the uſe of means: 
keep in the ſhipz tor in 1t you hall 
be fate. Keep in the Promile, and 
ſtill your hearts there : you ſhall have 
a happy arrival at Heaven, though it 
be upon a little broken board: it's 
no matter, ftay Gad's times 

The fifth Dirc&ion. Yet haply 
the Lord. ſcems ſametimes not only 


to delay his poor ſervants, and to . 


withhold his taveur ; but he {eems to 


frown,-and ſay he will not hear; and 


he {ſeems to be angry with che prayer 


of his fervants , and with their im-. 
portunity , and he. ſeems as if he 


would not fuccour and ſupply. Thus 


he dealt with Jacob, Geneſis 32. 26+. 
| there the Lord lays, Let me go 3 I care 
not what becomes of thee, Let mego- 


But Facob lays hold upon him, and 


would. not. let kim go. So the laſt 


work of Faith is tins. In a holy humi- 
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| by lirong hand overcome the Lord; 
| for the Lord loves to.be overcome 
thus. Be not faucy with the Lord 
and in.the {cnſe of thine own baſe- 
| nels, as It. were, catch the Lad .Je- 
fus, and fixrive with him; Jeave 
not till thou. haſt thole comforts he 
hath promiſed,and thou haſt begged. 
| This is the glory .and victory ot the 
triumph of Faith, that givcs thee the 
| day too, and lays down the weapons, 
' and yields himfclf conquered : As it 
' was With Faccb,. when. God ſaw he 
could-not prevail, he ſaid, verſe 28. 
' Thy name fhall no more be called Jacob, 
but Iſrael, becauſe thou baſt prevail- 
ed with God. God is ready to give 
what, he hath promiſed : but he will 
have us try the maſtery with him. 
God overcomes himſclt,- and we by 
Faith in God overcome God : as 
Fames 2+ 13+ Mercy triumphs over. 
Feftice. . Lord, faith my foul, Why 
thould not 1 have that mercy, ſuppiy 
and ſuccour ? + Saith Juſtice, Thou 
art a ſioful wretch, and thou haſt 
wronged me. Saich Anger, Thou 
hali deſerved to be plagued; ard . 

there-_. 
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therefore thou (halt tcel the {mart of 
my diſpleaſure. Now Faith lays hold 
upon the riches of the freeneſs of 
God's mercy in Chritt, and in him 


Juſtice is ſatished, and Anger appea- 


{ed for all 3 and now Mercy is pur: 
chaſed for all, and mercy triumpheth 
over ]ultice, and Faith takes hold up- 
on and overcomes God himlſelt, as I 
may ſay, with a holy humble baſe- 
neſs of heart. You know what the 


Lord did to the woman of Canzan: | 
when ſhe had ſiriven with him a 


great. while, and would take no de- 


nial, at laft he ſaith, O Woman, great 


7 thy Faith, be it unto thee as thou 
wilt. Take what thou wilt, if thou 
wilt have life for thy. child , and 
peace for thine own conſcience, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſ;, take it 3 for ic 
is all thine. He, as it were, turns 
her looſe to all his treaſury. It ſhe 
had gone away at the firſt or ſecond 
denial, ſhe had found ne help; but 
becaule- ſhe held out, ſhe-had all her 
hearts deſire. God would have 'ts 
wreltle with his Majeſty , that: he 
may be oyercome in mercy and 

good-+ 
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goodnels. I might have here taken 
{ome of the moſt defperate cafcs that 
could be, that you might have ſeen 
what Faith would have done in the 
midſt of the want of all means, and: 
in the greateſt extremity that could 
have befaln a poor finner; but I 
paſs over that at this time.” Now 
therefore conlider what hath becn 
faid : lay thele things up, and have 
them ever before you, and praGiiſe 
them : and by often writing, learn 
to write : and by often living, learn 
to live. Many people live poorly, 
and make a poor ſhzft to go to Hea- 
'ven: but I woul#Mt havea Chri- 
ſian live {o, but be Maſter of his Art. 
Know and (ee your way, and ufe the 
means. Labour to get good thereby, 
that you may have lap, and the ſweet 
of the Promiſes,and fo go ſfinging,and 
rejoycing and triumphing up to Hea- 
ven. Now that which I conclude 
withal, is this. You ſec how far the 
Lord hath brought us, how the Soul 
hath been prepared, and'cut off from 
fin and himſelf, if fitted for the Lord 
Jclus by contrition and humiliati- 
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np, and that. the .Soul comes to {te 
that there is no hope in the creatures, 
nor any (uccour in Heaven,but-in the 
Lord ]c{us Chrilt, and ſo at laſt the 
{inner comes, ana lies at. the foot of 
the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, and knows that 
either he mult be another man, or a 
damned man : now when he {ces that 
Prayer and all other means will not 
profit, and .the power of the means 
yet prevails. not, and the power of 
his corruptions is not yet maſtered : 
then he looks up to Chriſt,and is con+ 
tented that he ſhould do what he 
will.with him. Now when the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſees Mm lic wcaried thus 
with his. corruptions, then the Lord 
g1ves ſpecial notice to his Soul, that 
itis his purpoſe to do him good, and 
that there 15 mercy for that broken 
heart of this. With that, Hope is ſtir- 
red and Faith, 1s it poſſible ? is it cre- 


dible? Shall this wretchedneſs of 


mine bc pardoned ? Oh my delire is 
kindled within me, 2nd 1 long for 
that day., Oh that I might once ſee 
tne Fuveral/of. all my tins! Mark 
now, low love ard toy are cncared 
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s -ntertain this Mercy 5. and laith, 
Oh how is the Soul bound and enga- 


pe to.God,that offers free and unde- 


rved grace tO a ſtubborn and rebel- 


| lious ſinner ! At laſt the W 1 faith A- 


men to the promiſe, and further faith, 
Oh that mercy I'will have * And thus: 
the Soul is come home to God, by 
vocation- Now the Prodigal 15 come 
home to his Father, and the Father's 
heart leaps within his breaſt, when he 


| ſees him lie at the door.. And as the. 


| 


Father rejoyceth , ſo the Angels m 
Heaven rejoyce, and all the Faithful 
ſhall rejoyce, and ſay, Oh my Huſ- 
band, Oh my Father, On my Child, 


and my Wife that was a ſinful wo- 


man, is come home again, to her firlt 


and be Husband. You that have. 


found it thus in your {clves, be come 
forted : you that know it 1n others, 
ItJOYCC. 


To ſum up all bricfly, we (ce, 
Firſt, Whcn he have pluckt away 
all: carna] props, that then there 18 
way made tos the promilc tro come 1 
tO. us. . | 


Secondly, . 


. 1ts work. 


——_ 


Secondly, And when our hearts are 


poſſeſſed throughly of the ſufficiency oe 
of God's promiſe and grace that then Fe 


the promiſe that draws near, begins 


Thirdly, That when we expec all 
from the Promiſe, even power to 
come to it, that then it lays faſt hold 
uPon Us. 


Fourthly, That when we are con- 


tent to yicld to the juſt conditions ef | 
the Promile, then the Promile carnies 


us and all in us. TT 

Thus we have ſcen .the hinderan« 
ces removed, aid -the means pro- 
pounded ; and now that we may be 
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moved . and pcrt{waded jmportu- 
natcly to {eek after this bleſſed grace 
of God : let us further conſider thus 
much : namely, that if we once get 
this grace, we get all othcr graces 
with ir, which is a ground of much 
comfort, & cannot but keep ns doing; 
For willit not much encourage a man 


when in the doing, of one work he 


knows he ſhall do another, nay all his 


work with one labour ! but ſo it is 
18 the work of Faith. Oh then how 


ſhould 


© loud it encourage us to labour for 
. F4ith, ſeeing that by getting it, we 


[beſt; when they fee a ground well = 


|| their minds will be upon ſuch a place 


A. 
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have all > Men that are wile to pro- | 
vide for themſelves, and to lay out F 
heir monies in ſome purchaſe for tlie 'Y 


wooded and watered, but eſpecially i$ 
to have ſorre rich Mines in it, all "x 


A 
. 


becauſe , having, it , they have all | 
with it: So it ſhould be here, in - 
our defires : and as there, (o here : get | 
orace, and get all : firengthen here, 2 # 
and all is txong : but want here, and gaith to- - # 
want evcry where : hzving this grace belabours © q 
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dom: for Faith will make you wiſe to praces. 
Salvation : and you need not labour 
far patience, for he that 15 faithful, 
will be paticnt: and ſo for other n 
praces. He that hath the grace of 
Faith, hath them all, hath holinels, 
hath cleanneſs, hath love, hath a 
Pure mind, and guod con{cience 5- 
and what hath he not ? The Saints 
of God cndeayour with much pains 
to gct grace, ail to ſubdue corrupttt 


on: but becauſe they take not the 
right 
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The poor doubting Chriſtian © 


right way. (o it , they ſeck and noy he 
find. | 
Many a poor Soul moyrns ang! 
cries to Heaven for mercy, and prays | ) 
againſt a ſtubborn hard heart, and is \F 
weary of his lite, becauſe this vile 6 
heart remains yet in him; and yet : 
haply gets little or no redre(s:the rea- | 
ſon is, and the main wound his here 
he gocs the wrong, way to work for, 
he that. would have prncs. muli (frſt 
of all) get Faith, Faith wil! bring all 
the reſt ; buy itheficld, and the Peatl 
15 thine it gocs with the purchaſe, 
thou muſt not think with thine own 
ſirugling. to get the maſtery of a 
proud heart ; for that will not do: 
but let thy Faith go firſt to Chriſt, 
and try what that can do. There are 
many graces neceſſary. in this work 3 
«s meeknels, patience, humility and 
wildom:. now Faith will fetch all 
theſe, and poflc{; the Soul of them. 
Brethren, thercfore if you ſet any. 
price upon theſe graces, buy the field, 
labour tor Faitn get that, and you 
get all. The Apolile Gaith, IPe all 
mith open face bebolding 2, a5 in a glaſs, 


the 
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[The Lord Chniſt is the glals, and the 


| ous and humble heart ? I dare lay ior 
# ſome of you,that you had rather have 


+ drawn unto Chriſt. 


| 


te glory of the Lord, are changed into 
the ſame image from glory to glory. 


zlorious grace of God in Chrilt, is 
that glory of the Lord : therefore 
firſt behold this grace in Chriſt by 
Faith (and thou muſt {o, before thou 

canſt receive grace.) Firſt, See hu- 
mility in Chriſt, and then fetch it 
thence : firlt ſee irength and cou- 
rage in him, whereby. to enable thy 
weak heart, and ſtrength will come 3 
there fetch' it, and there have 1t. 
Would you then have a meck, gract- 


it than any thing under Heaven, and 
would think it the beft bargain that 
ever you made; which is the caule- 
why you ſay, O that I could once fee 
that day, that this proud heart of 


mine might be humbled : Oh it 1 
could ſee the laſt blood of my fins, I 
ſhould then think my fclt bappy 
none more , and defire to live no 
longer. But is this thy detire, POOr 
Soul ? then pct Faith, and tv buy te 


whole, 0: they 4} po LUgetINCT . avato 
| | (hunk 
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think to have them upon any price, 
not having Faith : 1 mean patience,] 
and meekneſs,and the humble heart: 
but buy Faith the field, and you have! 
the Pearl. Further, would you haye 
the glory of God under eye, and be 
more Heavenly minded ? then look 
co it, and get it by the eye of Faith : 
look up to it in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and then you ſhall{ee it 3; and 
then hold you there : for there, and 
there only , this viſion of the glory 
of God is to be feen, to your 
everlaſting peace and endleſs com- 
fort, When men ule to make a pur- 
chaſe, they {peak of all the commodi- 
ties of it ; as, That there 1s ſo much 
wood, worth ſo much; and ſo much 
fiock worth ſo much, and then they 
ofter for the whole, an{werable to 
theſe ſeverals. So here there is Item 
for an Heavenly mind, and that's 
worth thouſands; and Item for an 
humble heart, and that's worth mil- 
lions : aud to for the reſt. And arc 
| thoſe graces fo much worth ? what 
15 Faita woith then * Hence, we 
may conclude, and {ay, Oh precious 
Faith * 
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drawn unto Chriſt. 
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o,! Faith ! precious indeed, that is able RE q 
C1 to bring ſo many,nay.,all graces with 
t:| it; as one degree of grace after ano- 
We! ther : and grace here, and happineſs 
Vc! for ever hereafter. If we have but 
be] the hearts of men (1 do not ſay of 
ok Chriſtians ) methinks this that 1s 
c ſpoken of Faith, ſhould provoke us 
3 to labour always, above all things, 
nd] (xr this bleſſed grace of God , the 
| grace of Faith. 
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CATALOGUE 
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| Some Books Printed for, and 


OF 


Sold by Nathaniel Kanew at 


the Kings Armes inSt. Paul's 
Church-yard. 


F olio's. 
HE Famous and Memorable Works 


of Foſepbus, a Man of much honor 


and Learning among the Jews Tran- 
ſlated out of Latine and French, by Tho- 
#as Lodge DoGor in Phytick : whereunto 
zre newly added the References of the 
Seriptures throughout the Hiſtory, with 
#n Alphabetical Tablc of the moſi Mate» 
rial things thercin contained, in Folie 
Large, 


A Body of Divinity, or the Sum and 


| Subſtance of Chriſtian Religion, Catc- 


Chiftically propounded and explained by 
way of Queſtion and Anfwer, Mcthodi- 
cally and tamiliarly handled : deny 4 
6 added Immanuel, or: the Myſtery of ca c 


Incarnation of the Son of God. Com- 

poſed by the Reverend James Vhher 

Biſhop of Armagh, in Folio Small. 
warto's, 

The Harmony of the Divine Attri- 
butes, in the Contrivance and Accom- 
pliſhment of Man's Redemprion by the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; or Diſcourſes where- 
in is ſhewed, how the Wiſdom, M:icy, 
Juſtice, Holineſs, Power, and Truth of 
God, are Glorificd in that great and 
blſl-d VVork: by William Bates D. D. 
n Dato, 

OL VViſdom, three Books written 1n 
French, by Peter Charron Do@Gor of Law 
in Par 3 Tranſlated by Sampſon Lennard, 
in Quatro, 

A Sermon Preached at Hipb-Wickbam 
in the County of Bucks, whercin the Mini- 
fiers Duty is Remembred, their Dignity 
Aſl:rted, Man's Reconciliation with God 
urged; by Samxel Gardner Chaplain to 
his Majelly, in Qwarto. 

The Norfolk Feati, A Sermon Preached 
at St. Dunjtans, being the day of the An- 
niverſary Feaſt for that County > by Yul- 


liam Smythes Miniſter in that County, in 


Bu: rt0. 


The Speech of Sr. Audley cMeruys 
Knight 


OOO 


Knight, His Majeſties prime Serjeant of 
Law, and Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in reland; delivered to his Grace 
Duke ot Ormond Lord Lieutenant of Ire. 
land, the 13th Febr. 1662, in the Pre- 
ſence Chamber in the Caſtle in Dubliy, 

| . Otavo xs, 

A Worthy Communicant 3 or 2 Tr: a- 
tiſe ſhewing the due order of Receiving 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper : by 
Jeremiah Dyke, in Oavo. 

The Way to Salyation, or the Dodrine 
of Life Eternal < laid down from ſeveral 
Texts of Scripture, opened and applyed; 
fittcd to the capacity of the meaneſt Chri- 
ſtian, and uſeful for all Familics , by Fobx 
Hieroa : in Ofctavo, 

Solitude Improved by Divine Medita- 

\ © tion, ora Treatiſe proving the Duty, and 
| Demonſtrating the Neccflity, Excetlency, 
 _ Uſefulneſs, Nature, Kinds, and Requi- 

fites of Divine Meditation : firſt, intcn= 


ded for a Perſon of Honour, and now 
| Publiſhed for general uſe, by Nathanie 
{ Razew ſometime Miniſter of Felſted in 
Eſſex : in OQavo. 
| Moral Vertues Baptized Chriſtian z Of 
| the Neccflity of Morality among Chrilti- 
| ans, by William Shelton of Burſfted Magna 


in Eſſex ; in 0Gavs. The 


The Burning of Loxdox in the Year 
1666. Commemorated and Improved in a 
hundred and ten Meditations and Conn - 
tewplations, by Samuel Rolle Miniſter of 
the Goſpcl, and ſometime Fellow of Trizi- 
ty Colledge in Cambriage; in Ociavo. 

Natural Theology, or the Knowledge 
of God from the Works of Creation ; 
Acc mmodated and Improved to the 
Service of Chriſtianity, by 24tthew Bar- 
ker : in Oqave. 

Chrilt and the Covenant, the Work and 
way of Mcditation ; God's Return tothe 
Soul or Nation, together with his pre- 
yenting Mercy 3 Delivercd in Ten Ser- 
mons by William Bridge ſometime Mini- 
Ger of Jarmoxth, 

The Sinfulne(s of Sin, and the Fulneſs 
of Chriſt z Delivered in two Sermons by 
the ſame Author. 

The Vanity of the World, by Ezekiet | 
Hopkzns : in Ofave. 

The Souls Alcention in the ſtate of * 
Separation, by Iſaac Loeffs : in OGavo. 

An Explication of the Aſſcmblies Ieſſer 
Carcchiſme, by Samuel Winney : in 
Octave. 

Fer Boreale, with other (cle& Poems ; 
being an exact ColleRion of all hitherto 
cxtant 


_—_— - 


extant, and ſome added , never before 
Printed, by Robert Iild D. D. in Oftave. 

A Synopiis of Quakeriſme, or a Col- 
Iction ct the Fundamental Erxors of the 
Quakers, by Thomas Danſon: in Otsve, 

A Poetical Meditation , wherein the 
Victulneſs, Excellency, and ſeyeral pers: 

tcaions of Holy Scripture are briefly hin- 
tcd, by Foba Clarke: in Oliave, © 
1welves, 

Correction, Inſirudion, or a Treatiſe of 
| Aﬀiction; firſk Conceived by way of 
| Private Meditation, afterwards Digeſted 
into certain Sermons, and now Publiſhed 
for the help and Comfort of humble ſuffe» 
ring Chriſtians : by Tho. Caſe, in T welves. 

The Poor doubting Chriftian, drawn to 
Chrift,by Thomas Hooker of New-England, 
| 1n Twelves. 

Ovids Metamorpboſis in Engliſh verſe, 

by George Sandy's, in Twelves. 

_ , £ſop's Fables, in Proſe with Cuts, in 
SW NE. 

The Principles of Chriſtian Religion , 

') with a bricf Method of the DoGrine 

thereof, Corre&ed and Enlarged by the 

| Reverend Fames Uſher Biſhop of Armagh, 

| in Twelves, 


A plain Diſcourſe of the Mercy of ha- | 
ving 


lm _ 


: 


ving Godly Parents, with the Duties of 
Children that have ſuch Parents, by 
M. Godggrd, in Twelves. 

HEANH AIA@HKH, Novum Tefta- 
mentam ; buic editioni omnia Diffi:ilioram 
vocabmlorum Themata, que 34 Georgii Paſ- 
foris Lexico Gramatice reſoluunter in Mar- 
gine appoſuit Carolus Hoole; 7# eorum 
ſcilicet gratiam qui primi Grece Lingue 
Tyrocinia faciunt : in Twelves, 


\ 


Io O\ 'S % , 
. þ 5 


wt 


